
Legend: remains of the original pattern buff with black bars feathers at rump (above) and among the destroyed 
lower flanks/undertail coverts (bellow). Maurício et al. (2010, p. 37) consider it “the pattern buff with dark bars  
that diagnosis the light gray taxon”. We cannot estimate the original extension of these buff feathers in the bird’s 
flanks because they are completely destroyed as admitted by Whitney "Raposo et al. have adequately proven, I  
think, that the contour feathering in the upper flanks region is essentially all gone — there simply is nothing there to  
be brown, nothing there to be gray" (one of his last messages addressed to Neils Krabbe)” As soon as Whitney and 
others also agree the specimen is light gray (what is a faded gray??) the specimen can easily be identified as 
Scytalopus petrophilus, and there is no reason to discredit São João del Rei as the type locality and Ménétriés'  
original description. 


