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meager ornithological information available concerning it.  Forty years
2go Andrew Allison made a brief study of the winter bird life of Hancock
County, in the southwestern corner of the State, but otherwise this stretch
of coast has been largely neglected. The geographical position of southern
Mississippi is probably onc rcason for this. Ornithologists with a desire to
V.bécorne familizr with southern bird Life apparently could not resist the lure

f Florida, or of Louisiana, and 2s a result the intervening area was given
Iittle consideration when field work was planned. Even today few ori-
ﬁizofogists can claim more than a casual acquaintunce with this section of
the southeastern United States.

i

rom September, 1933, to September, 1943, 1 resided in Gulfport, the
county seat of Harrison County, Mississippi. During those eight years 2
detailed study was made of the bird life of the three coastal counties,
Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson. This area covers all of extreme southern
Mfssissippi lying between the Louisiana and Alabama state lines. Although
was frequently absent from Gulfport for 2 month or more at 2 time on
ther field work, at least cight months of cach yuar were spent on the
Mississippi Gulf coast. This enabled me to acquire a reasonably complete
,];nOwIedge of its bird life.
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CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY

?‘i1c three coastal countics of Mississippi are representative of the congd
.pI‘un thar berders the Gulf of Mexico from the Atlantic coast wesrward
into Texas. The topography is leved to gently rolling, with an clevation f::wf
approximarely 20 feet above sea level at the highest point. On the main.
land there existed originally an almost unbroken stretch of open forest m
which the principal species was the longleaf pine (Piuns palnstricy. At the

present time very hittle of the original forest remains, unrestricted loeeing
: . ; eoing

Figure L. View of Deer Island Showing Open Pine Woodland

having gradually replaced the stand of virgin timber with open slashings
and a rather open second growth of smaller trees. In wet places, and zlong
the borders of streams. the slash pine (Pinns caribaes)y occurs, but only in
rather himited arcas is it the predominating species. Streams are numerous
and are bordered by a margin of swampy soil that supports u thick growth
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of hardwoods and a sprinkling of slash pines and cypress (Taxodium
distichum) . Among these hardwoeds the principal specics are the ever-
orecn magnolia (Aagueiiz gradifluray . the ced bay (Persea Gurboic),
the swamp black gum (Njysw hifluray, the tupleo gum (Nysfa agidicd).
and the water ash (Fruxinns carolinian) . In the wide stretches of pine
woods the predominating undergrowth is the gallberry (Hex glibra) and
the saw palmetto (Swrennu serrulatay, with several species of ocaks, notably
.the post oak (Quercus wellana) and the black-jack oak (Quercos nari-
landicz), occupying the more open Sites. Fringing the coust itself are large

FigUkE 2. Live Oaks at Extreme Western End of Deer Island

live oaks (Quercus virghidana) that in places cover a considerable arex
-characterized otherwise by an almost impenctrable undergrowth of wax
myrtle (Myrica cerifers) and rosemary (Ceratinla ericoides).

¢ The islands lying offshore are to a large extent similar in their vegeta-
tion to the mainland ; the one exception is that the fongleaf pine s replaced
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entirely by the slash pine. On both Petit Bois Island and Horn Island, cach
16 miles from the mainlend, there are but few live caks, whereas on Ship
Istand and Cat Island, there are numerous groves of these trees. On Deer
Island the live oak reaches a size equal to that attained on the mainland
and is well distributed over the island. Deer Island is readily accessible
since at its closest point 1 lies less than 2 mile offshore. It has been inhab.
ited for many years by several families that live at the extreme western

Frcure 3.

Typical Open Growth Longleaf Pine un Mainland

end, opposite Biloxi. From time to time they plasted about their houses
such trees as the chinabecey (Melia azedarack). the sycamore { Platanus
occidentalis), and the red cedar (Jwniperns virginiana), and these introduc-
tions have influcnced favorably the relative abundance of both breeding
birds and transients.

As will b not=d on the accompanying Map 1, four of the offshore
islands (Petit Beis. Horn. Ship, and Cat) scparate the mainland from the
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G'f.!‘lt 0{‘ Mexico. The intervening water, varying i width from 9 1o +

mies. &5 known as the Mississippi Sound. These islands are qu«fo ‘6:
narzow, and extend from the Alabama state line (part of Petit Bois. i? ‘“‘ml
considered in Alabama) to within a few miles of Isle au Pitre in Louisir:iz?

JIn dhe r_rpinfcn f 15t I

of geologists, the islands were ot ’ :
. = = ’ ands were Qr m:tllf.lp { th
mainland. ! Aft ot the

THE Birp LIFE

On the coast of Mississippi the bird Iife is that of the Lower Austral
Zone, although certain orevding birds that usually characterize this z;mc
not:_l:fly the Ground Dove and the Swainson Warl-aicr, are present only a,;
trm‘lﬁttq&. The mainfand as a whole can be considered as comprisin
'thrc—e distinct ecological communities, each having its characteristic brc{:cf
ing birds. Most of the resident species remain 0;1 their breeding grounds
throfgghout the year and thus do not shift habitats from oneksez—ison te
?nﬁmer. Thee communities and the breeding species represented, are as
ollows:

OPEN PINE Woon!

Livtle Sparrow Hawk (Failra sparverius panius)

Eastern Bobwhite (Colinus v, virginianus)

Florida Sandhill Crane {(Grar cunadensis pratensis)
Eistern Mourning Duove {Zenadidure macroura carolinensic)
*Yellow-bilicd Cuckon (Cuceyzar 2 americanus)

Florida Nighthawk (Chorieddes minor ehapmani)
*Southern Flicker (Culuptec o auratus)

E_.lst;m Rgi-gcadid d\).;rwdpeckc-r (Melanerpis e. erythrocephains)
~orthern Red-cockaded Woodpecke : horeads
Eastern Kingbird (Tjr..rrzr:;‘:)‘jf:;ic;;:gDryobJ[H b boradic)
*Southern Crested Flycatcher { Mylurchur e, crinitus)
Eastern Wood Powee (Mysschaner virens)

%:own-hg:adcd Nuthatch (Swea po pasilis)
*Eastern Mockingbird (Mrmas p. polyglotios)

Exstern Bluebied (Siafis 5. siziic)

Logaerhead Shrike (Lamiue 1. lndaviciinus)

Northern Pine Warbler (Dendroica p. pinns)

Southern Meadowlark (Starnefls magna argutale)

Orchard Qriole (feterus spuriug) )

Summer Tanager {Pirawgs r. rubra)

Bechman Sparrow {(Aimupiila aestivalis bachmanii)
Eastern Chipping Sparrow (Spizella p. passerinz)

18 . . . . . sl - . . . - - .0
¥ Species marked with an asterisk (%) are not limited in their discribution to the
pine woods but are equaily common along the streams.
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. Borrom LANDS BORDERING STREAMS

“Ward Heron {Ardew berodias wardi)

Eastern Green Herun (Buarorides v, virescons)

Florida Red-shouldered Hawk (Buico lineatus alleni)
Broad-winged Hawk (Burew p. plarypierns)

Eastern Wild Turkey (Melowgrfs gullopare silvearic)
Florida Screech Owl (Qrns wriv floridinns)

Great Horned Owl (Bule v, virginfanni)

Florida Barred Owl (Serix raria georgicd)
Chuck-will's-widow (Cuprimulgns carolinensis)
Southern Pieated Woudpecker {Cewpliueus p. pileatus)
Red-hellivd Wuodpecker (Centuras ¢ curolinus)
Southern Huairy Woodpecker (Dryoburtes villosns audubont)
Southern Downy Woodpecker {Drywbates p, puboiceny)
Acadian Flycatcher {Empidonex virescens)

Southern Crow {Corrus brachyrbynchos panlus)
Louisizna Chickadee (Purus carolinensis guilloti)
Tufted Titmouse (Parus bicular)

Southeastern Carolina Wren (Thryothoras lndovicianus enronotar)
Eastern Brown Thrasher (Toxostom.t v rufun)

Wood Thrush (Hjlecichic musteling)

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Puliopiile ¢, cavrnlox)

Southern White-eyed Vireo (Viren g. gricess)
Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flevifrons)

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivacens)

Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotariz citrea)

Western Parula Warbler (Compsothiypis amerivana ramalinae)
Kentucky Warbler (O porernis formosus)
Yellow-breasted Chat (fererfa v rivens)

Hooded Warbler (W7 iHsonie citring)

Florida Grackle (Quiscalus yuiscnls)

Eastern Cardinal (Richmondens c. cardinalis)

Alabama Touwhee {Pipile erythrapbalmus carasier)

SaLT MaRsH AND BEACH

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus g podicepr)

Eastern Least Bittern ({xobrychus e, exilis)

Louisiana Clupper Rail {Rullns longirostriv satuaratus)
Florida Gullinule (Guilinule chiorapus cachinnans}

Purple Gallinule {Porpbyrule martinica) '
American Coot (Falica a. americana)

Cuban Snowy Plover (Charadrins alexandrinus lennirostris)
Killdeer (Churadrins v. vociferus)

Wilson Plover (Churadrins w. wilsoniz)

Eastern Willet (Catopirophorus 5. semipdmatis)

Least Tern (Sternz albifrons antilliram)

Fish Crow (Corrus o, orsifragus}

Louisinna Mursh Ween (Telmatedytes palusiris thryophilus)
Florida Yelowthroat (Geatblypic trichus ignoa)

Gulf Coast Redwing (Agelains phoeniceny littoralin)
Boat-tailed Grackle (Cursidix mexicanns puijor)

Howell Scaside Sparrow {Ammadspiza muaritima bowelli)

s

(oY
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A few of the breeding birds seem not to be confined to any definize
ecological community but have a wide range of habitats that are suttabla
for their needs. These zre:

Black Vulture {Coragyps ceratus)

Turkey Vulture (Catbarier aura)

Chimney Swift (Chacturz pelagica)

Eastern Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle a aleyon)
Rough-winged Swallow {Stelgidopieryx ruficollis serripennis)
Purple Martin (Progne 5. rabis)

English Sparrow {Paiser domertivus)

Eastern Cowbird (Melosirae w. ater)

Eastern Painted Bunting (Puvering ¢, ciriv)

On the islands, the breeding birds are plentiful so far as actual numbers
are concerned, but scarce with respect to species. Conditions are apparently
suttable for 2 larger number of resident and summer visitant specics than
acually occur there. A surprisingly large number of birds show a decided
reluctancs to cross even the narrow stretch of water separating Deer Island
from the mainland, At no time did 1 record on Deer Island such common
mainland species as the Southern Pilcated Woodpecker, the Southern Hairy
Weadpecker, the Red-ceckaded Woodpecker, the Southern Crow, or the
Loutsiana Chickadce. The Blucbird. is resident on Horn Island, but other-
wise is almost unknown offshore, The Cardinal occurs on Deer Island and
ca Cat Island, but was never seen on the other islands lving farther out in
the Gulf. The following specics are definitely known to nest off the main-
land. Unless otherwise specified they occur in approximately the same
nuzibers on zil the five islands,

Eastern Green Heron (Batorides . rivercens)

Eastern Least Bittern (Ixoirychus e, exilit)

Southern Bald Eagle (Hulizeeras I fencocephalus). Cat and Ship Islands.
American Osprey (Pundion baliaetns carolinensis). On all except Deer Island.
Louisiana Clapper Rail (Rallus longivosiris saturatns)

Cuban Sonowy Plover (Chirsdrins alexandrinus tenuirostrsy), Ship Island only.
Killdcer {Charadrius v, rociferus}. Deer Island oaly.

Wilson Plover (Charadrius w, wilsonia)

Eastern Willet (Caroprophorus s. semipalmatus)

Least Tern (Sterma albifrons antillaram)

Evstern Mourning Dove (Zersfdura macraura carolinensis)

Florida Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor chapmaniy

Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica). Deer Island only.

Eastern Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes e, erythrocepbalus)

Eastern Kingbird (T irunnss tyrannus)

Southern Crested Flycarcher {Myiarchus c. crinitus) ‘
Gulf Coast Barn Swallow (Hirnndo rastics insularis). Cat and Ship Istands.
Purple Martin (Progne 5. rubis). Deer and Ship Islands.

(%)
(W3}
~-d
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: Southern Blue Jay (Cyanocitta ¢. cristata). Cat Island only.
- Fish Crow (Corzus o. ossifragus) ) .
Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sir p. pusilla). Deer and Cat I‘:,Iapds.
. Burleigh Carolina Wren (Thryotharas ludovicianus burleighi) All except Deer
ng;thmstcrn Carolina NWren (Thryothoras Indovicianns enroncius}y. Deer Island

'yl::astern Mockingbird (Mimus p. pelygloiton)
. Fastern Brown Thrasher (Toxoistoma r. riufum)
Eastern Bluebird (Sidlic 5. «r2lis). Horn Island only.
+ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Poliopiila ¢, a{eru/u)
Loggerhead Shrike (Lamint £ ludoricianus)
" Southern White-eyed Vireo (Fires g grisens). Decr Island only.
Northern Pine Warbler (Dendroice p. pinus) .
Florida Yellowthroat (Geoiblypis trichas fg»?a,fcz).. Ship Island only.
Gulf Coast Red-wing (Agelains phocnicens listgralis)
. Qrehard Oriole (feterus spurius) -

-tai rackle (Cuviidix mrexicunus major
! Bﬁii:etrﬁi?arcd;ina] (REL"/mmr.'dwu ¢, eardinalis). Deer and Cat Islands,
" Alabema Towhee (Pipila erythrophebalons canavier). .Dccr tsland only.
Howell Seaside Sparrow (Ammospiza maritima howelli

MIGRANTS

To one familiar with bird migration farther north, the scasonal move-
‘ments of birds on the Gulf coast of Mississippi is not only pcrplexin.g, but
requently rather discencerting as well. This is especially true the
oring. The effcet of weather on migration is not fully ufmdcrstood, but so
“far as the Gulf coast is concerncd. weather is unquestionably tlju'; most
important factor in determining the abundance or scarc.ity of transicnts on
any given day. No attempt will be mad_c he.rc to discuss in derail the
elationship between weather and bird migration on the Gulf coast for
is has alrcady been done at fength by Lowery (In Press). Fowever, 2
ew comments may not be out of place concerning the various aspects of
igration cn the Mississippi coast.

.. The first perceptible northward movement of such specics as the warblers
nd vireos occurs in early March. A few of the hardier migrants, notftbl_y
the Purple Martin and the Florida Grackle, appear in F(.brug.ry, b'ut it is
ﬁvariably between March 2 and 8, when the Black-and-White Warbler,
the Parula Warbler, and the Yellow-throated Warbler are recorded for the
first time. 1f the weather during the ensuing weeks is characterized by
intervals of rain and strong winds from the northwest, as is frequently t_he
case, transicnts are noted in large numbers, and the total list of species
observed is large. On the other hand, the spring months may be unusually

pleasant so far as the weather is concerned, with clear calm days following
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one another v..'cc-k after week. Breeding birds appear at their ACCUSIOmed
o s e s o i s Tk browh of our. But e
: singularly devoid of transients wim

even the commonest migrants going undetected throughout the ¢ .

spring. Repeated observitions of this peculiarity of the spring migra:

Ic-‘.wc-s no doubt thur weather is the primary factor dctcrmining the P;&S&:‘.cr

of absence of all species except those that breed in the Guif coast region,

Birds breeding farther north unquestionably pause after crossing the E;uif

of Mexico only when compelled to do so by inclement wcathcr‘j Withowut

knowledge of this fact it would be difficult to explun why not oniy in

March, but throughout Acnl and c.lrrly May as well, there are inturvzils of

two weeks or more when practically no migrants are seen. Fven more

impressive than the almost complete absence of migrants is the amazing

abundance of birds resuliing when incoming arrivals from across the Gul}

are forced to break their long journey northward because of bad weather.

For example, the spring of 1940 was marked by frequent rainy days, On

April 26 T went to Deer Island anticipating that I would find a great
concentration of migrants 1s a consequence of the rainy weather that had
prevailed during the previous 24 hours, Just as expected, the island was
tecming with birds, Every live oak, e\'erj' bit of underbrush, swarmed with
warblers, vireos, and thrushes, Even the open pine woods, normally
avoided by such birds, harbored many individuals. By the end of the day
the list of species observed included 20 different warblers, as well as
pracrically every migrant that might be expected at that time of the year,
A few days later, on May 1. I went to Ship Island 2nd here, 16 miles
offshore, the same zbundance of transients was noted. Scldom or never
have T seen a greater abundance of birds within a limited arca. Such
species as the Cape May Warbler and the Black-threated Blue Warbler,
practically unkanown as transivnts on the Gulf coast, were recorded that
day, and other species thar are seldom seen were relatively common. These
are only two examples of many observations during periods of bad weather
when great concentrations of migrants were noted.

In marked contrast, and typical of the opposite extreme, was the spring
of 1943, That year the weather, after the middle of April, was uniformly
clear and warm for an interval of over three weeks. Each day the tempera-
ture reached the eightics, and only a slight southeast wind prc\'ailcd. 1
was in the feld cach day, but few birds other than those actually breeding
were recorded. Considering that this period fell during the height of the
spring migration the dJearth of migrants was striking. Actually T know of

Tiitg
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iuoother area in the castern United States other than along the Gulf coast
ere it is possible to be in the freld day after day at this season of the
and to see practically no migrants. This pecularity of the spring migra-
m.;ou the Gulf coast explains the irrcgular status of many of the specics
gﬁscussed later in the annotated list. In the case of the warblers especially
there is not even an approximate date when they can be expected to ap-

ar. They may be abundant onc ycar and scen at frequent intervals, yet
sarce or totally wanting the foliowing year. If normally they are expected
to arrive early in the spring, they may do so onc year, but the following
ygu they may not be secn until 2 month fater. This is well iltustrated in
the case of the Black-throated Green Warbler. It is onc of the carly mi-
gr:mts in the Mississippi Valley where it appears regularly in late March
3¢ far north as northern Louisiana and Memphis, Tenaessce. Aside from
e record on the Mississippi coast on March 28, some years I did not see
o first individual until the end of April, and there were several years
hen the few birds observed did not put in their appearance natil early

In contrast to the spring migration the southward movement of birds
‘the fall is normal in cvery respect. The fiest transients, almost invariably
ydung of the year, appear in early July, and by the end of the month such
\s};ecies as the Yellow Warbler, the Louisiana Water-thrush, and the Red-
start, are plentiful and observed daily. Throughout August transients
appear in increasing numbers, and the fail migration continues without
interruption until after the Arst week in November., A few belated tran-
sients may be scen as late as carly December, but ordinarily by the middle
of November the bird life is characteristically that of the winter months.
An outstanding feature of the fall migration on the Mississippi coast i3
the prevalence of western forms at this scason of.the year, So pror?ounc'ed
is this phenomenon that there appears to be a definite west-cast migration
involving many species nesting in the western part of the United States.
This feature of migration on the Gulf coast has been discussed in detail
in ancther paper (McAtee, e @l 1944) so it need merely be said at this
Hime that birds of western origin are of regular occurrence in this region
each year, and are noted in appreciable numbers.

Rfisumé oF FreLp WOoRrK

The first field work undertaken on the Mississippi coast was apparently
by C. S. Brimley. He was at Bay St. Louis from August 22 to September
'16, 1890, and although he was intcrested primarily in mamrmals, he kept
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notes on the birds observed cach day, and collected a fow specimens o:’rm. E

birds as he considered vnusual.

He was followed in 1892 by Vernon Bailey, veteran field bioiogise of

the United States Biologiczl Survey (now the Fish and Wildiif
Bailey worked at Bay St. Louis from April 22-May 2,
were largely limited to mammals, but included 1 few birds of taxon
interest. On the birds observed he likewise kept notes w
the files of the Fish and Wildlife Service,

H. H. Kopman carried on feld work on the Mississippi coast at infre.

quent intervals from 1896 through 1918. In the files of the Fish and

Wildiife Service there are notes on the birds he observed at Beauvoir -
(August 4-September 17, 1896, and July 5-September 7, 1897), at Biloxj

{January 8-June 8, and Tuly 23-August 30, 1906}, and at Bay St. Louis

(February 12, 191%8). An occasional bird collected during this period i

commented on briefly in atticles that appeared in The Awk (Kopman,
1899, 1903, 1_90-’&, 1905, and 1907).

Andrew Allison (1899, 1900, 1906a and 1906b) was at Bay St. Louis °

in May and August, 1899, and in January, 1902, and again in February,
1904, During each visit he kept careful notes of the birds he observed,
and made rather limited collections of the birds he considered of unusual
interest,

Arthur H. Howell visited the Mississippi coast on several occasions. He
was at Biloxi May 25-27, 1911, at various poiats between Pass Christian

and Petit Bois Island July 2.7, 1913, and at Ship Island April 12, 1926,

Although his records of birds obscrved were never published, he kept
detailed notes which are now in the files of the Fish and Wildlife Service,
and his specimens are in the Biological Surveys collection of that agency.

Ernest G. Holt was at Petit Bois Island July 28-29, 1913, and his notes
on the birds observed there are likewise in the files of the Fish and Wil
life Service.

Fannye A. Cook spent several weeks in March, 1923, studying the bird
life of the Mississippt coast region, znd from October, 1936, through '
July. 1940, supervised the activities of a group employed on 1 joiat Federal
and State project sponsored by the State Game and Fish Commission.
Collections made during this latter period are now deposited in the State
Museum at Jackson.

In fuly, 1933, and again in April, 1938, E. A. McIlhenny was on the

Mississippi coast, and articles appeared in The Ank (Mcllhenny, 1933 and
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'.v'vrence E. Hicks and Charles F. Walker were at Biloxi February 12-
& 1934, and published a list in The Wilson Bulletin (Hicks, 1934)
of the birds observed in proximity to the coast between Bay St. Louis and
Pascagoula.

Gordon Wilson (1935) was at Gulfport on December 22, 1934, and
contributed a list of the birds observed there to the Bird-Lore Christmas

In connection with his study of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, John T.
anner visited the Mississippi coast in August, 1938, and summarized his
Aindings in a recent bulletin (1942).

: Other ornithologists who have carried on ficld work on the Mississippi
coast in recent years, but whose records have not been published, are: Ben
. Coffey, Jr., June and September, 1936, August, 1938, July, 1939, July,
940, and October, 1941 ; George H. Lowery, Jr., September 11-13 and
December 21, 1937, January 21 and March 12, 1939, February 4, 1940,
May 7-8, 1942, and October 8, 1943; George M. Sutton, January and
March, 1938, March, 1939, and May, 1942; Gregor G. Rohwer, Febru-
afy, 1940, through Septemnber, 1942; and Albert F. Ganicr, QOctober 8,
943. Records of these ornithologists were utilized in the preparation of
‘this report.
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SysTEMATIC LIsT®

In the annotated list that follows 350 species and subspecies of birds are
recorded from the Mississippi Gulf coast. Of this number 85 are definitely
knowa to breed: fusther study will doubtless add others to this category.
Since sight records are oo often open to question, epecially whete unusual
spexies of abnormal dates are concerned, an attempt was made to verify all
such occurrences by actual specimens. This evenrually resulted in estab-
Iishing a policy of collecting. where possible, at Ieast onc or two specimens
of il species encountered i this circumscribed area. Most of thesc spegi-
mens are deposized in the cellections of the Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Louisiana State Universiy Museum of Zoology. Where geographic
races were invelved small series were taken in order to determine the rela-
tive abundance of the various forms represented, and to gain some idea of
actual dates of occurrence. Because of this policy 327 forms were repre-
scnsed by specimens at the conclusion of this study, and were available for
critical examination. The few sight records included are largely concerned
with such common and distinctive species as the Turkey Vuiture and the
Bald Eagle. The ficld identiseation of these birds, down to the specics at
least, could hardly be questioned. As a result of the collections made on
the Mississippi coast, 3 new races were discovered (subspecics of Hirnndo
rusticz and Thryothorus ludsricianus), and 53 forms added to the known
avifauna of Mississippi. They are:

* The nomenclature emploved in the systematic list follows the A, Q. U, Check-
I'_:'s: ¢4th «d.} and the 19th Surplement (1944). Recently described subspecies are
incleded if their validity has besn determined in the course of this study.
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Virca b. bellii

Vireo salitarins alticola
Dendroica aestiva rubiginosa
Dendroica aestiva amnicela
Dendroica ¢ cacrnlvicens

Gavia immer elasson
Dichromanassa 1. r:{fe.rrem
Haematopur pP. palliatus )

- Charadrins meladus circameinelios
Chavadring alexandrinus nivosus ‘ :
Numeniss d. amEriCaus Dc'r:drox_m £ uv_z.rm:!r

Tringa solitaria cinnamomea Dendroiva tigrina '

Limosa fedoa . Svinrns-aurocapillus Jurvior
Steganopus tricolor Seinris anrocapillus cinerens

“Larns hyperborers Seiuris n. nor'el}ordfc_r_ﬂf{
Colambigalling parserina .,Ddﬁt’!ft’ﬂ.f Scturus ﬂ{:t*ez‘;_r)mrenm_l{mtzagas
Chordeiles miinor I'Jou'e{[: ) GL‘U!/J[TP{( :ﬂ_r/m.r oc:.'z_/eumb:
Chordeiles minar aserriensis Ge::;{éu! ypis ,fr/_rﬁa.r {wpbrm[d

Colapres anratis horealis Wilsonia purilla pilvolais

Tyrannns rerticalis ] Setophaga ruticills tricolora

" Empidonax traitlis brewsters Sf'nrr:c'[[.z neglect

- Pyrocepbalus rubinis mexicanus Pirang. Im_z'a_zw.r.a'l.';.?;i ]

roglodyres widon parkmanii Busserina ciris pa {};rrfr L dieriens
Troglodytes troglodyies pullus Pussercilus sandwichensis mi :r; IL:}' 1
“ Telmatodyres palustris thryophilus Ammodramus savanmdaram perpaillidsi
CTeoxostoria vufum longicindd Pooecetvs gramitens cm}z_ﬁn_u

Turdus RIgraturing propinguis Povecetes gramineus polins .

Turdus migraterins nigridess Chandestes .E{fdfl:‘ﬁlj:’.‘llj:”.(‘fﬂgd x5
Hylocichla ustnlare almae Afmophilia aestivalis illinoensis

' Hylocickla minima bicknelli Spizells g;',:ll.rd.-: ;

Hylocichla furcescens faliginosa Zonotrichia guerild

; Metospize melodic juddi

)-.]

Family GAVIIDAE
GAVIA IMMER ELASSON BISHOP

Lessor Loow

1938: 1 2, Horn Island, March 203

Throughout the winter months, and frequently until rather late in the
spring, loons can be secen on the Mississippi Sound in small r.zumbers. I\?or-
mally single birds are observed, although on sevcral occasions two birds
have been found together, Extreme dates of occurrence are both for Deer
Island, the earliest fall record being November 21 (1940), the latest
record in the spring, May 27 (1939). The one specimen taken was found
to be typical of this interior race, the wing measuring 338 mm.

3 Records listed in small type at the beginning of the account of cach species are
of preserved specimens,
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Family CoLymMBIiDAE

CoLyMBUS AURITUS LINNAEUS
HORNED GREBE

1937: 1 2., Guliport, January 3. 1941: 1 9, Gulfport, November 29,

The Horned Grebe was noted at rather infrequent intervals during the |

winter months, for jt is apparently not a common bird o the Guif co

Extremne dates of occurrence are single birds seen at Gulfport, \o‘.:mlbs:-«
25 (1938). and at Deer Island, April 8 (19i3).
individuals seen were in full winter plumage. On April 1, 1938, one bird
in partial spring plumage was observed near the west end of Sh}p Islm:

POLILY MBUS PODICEPS PODICERS LINNAELS
Pi1go-BILLED GREBE
1938: 1 &, Bay 5t. Louis, March 15.
This IlFtJe grebe was observed throughout the year, but was most numer-
ous late in the fall and winter months when small flocks were seen fre.
quently. It was found nesting at only one place, a shallow reed- fringed

pond at the edge of Gulfport. However, the specics would probably be

more common as a breeding bird if conditions were more suitable. Unlike
the preceding species, it showed an aversion to salt water; so 1 have only
two records for Deer Island, where single birds were scen March 4, 1939,
and November 13, 19432,

Family PELECANIDAL

PELECANDS ERYTHRORHYNCHOS GMELIN
VWHITE PELICAN

Although not uncommon in Alabama, and plentiful during the winter
months on the Louisiana coast, the White Pelican was, strangely enough,
found to be extremely scarce in the Mississippi Sound. As conspiCuou; a
bird as this can hardly be overlooked, yet in an interval of almost eight
years it was noted bur once. On October 20, 1940, a flock containing::ix
individuals was scen in the harbor at Gulfport, resting on the water well
out from the shore.

PELECANUS OCCIDENT ALIS CARGLINENSIS (GMELIN
EasTERN BroWN PELICAN

1935: 1 @, Deer Island, November 8.
There is no known instance of the Brown Pelican nesting on the Missis-

With one exce ption

(oY)
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gypx coast; the closest breeding colonies are in the Chandeleur Islands,
}_au;stana Non-breeding birds occur in limited numbers in the Mississippi
Sound during the spring moaths: 50 this species can be considered resident
are. An occasional bird is seen from late in February uantil the first of
uné There is then 2 perceptible increase in numbers, and by the first of
ugust flocks of a hundred or more individuals can be observed. Similar
ocks are present throughout the wintet,

Family PHALACROCORACIDAL

PHALACROCORAN  AURITES AURITUS LESSON
DoueLi-crisTED CORMORANT

1938: 2 2, Biluxi, March 19 and 20, 1941: 1 @, Deer Island, Getober 5.

The cormorant is one of the commonest and most characteristic birds of
the Mississippi Sound during the winter months, flocks of varying sizes
being seen daily from late in Scptember until carly in May. Unlike other
osely celated species, no instance was obscrved of non-breeding birds
lingering throughout the summer months; so there 1s an interval of almost
five months when nonce were noted. The first fall birds appear regularly
the last week in September, and within a week favorite pilings and old
iers have their normal quota of cormorants. Late in March there s a
oticeable decrease in numbers, but for another month an occasional bird
can be seen. Extreme dates of occurrence are single birds noted on Septem-
ber 21 (1940) at Deer Island, and on May 10 (1942) at Cat Island. The
ew specimens taken are found referable to anritus, but farther collecting
hould reveal the presence of other forms known to occur in adjoining

tates.
Family ANHINGIDAL

ANHINGA ANHINGA LEUCOGAsTER (VIEILLOT)
WATER-TURKEY

1936; 1- &, Deer Island, July 31.

Although known to nest in the northera part of the State, the Water-
“Turkey apparently has_no liking for salt water and is only of accidental
‘occurrence on the coast. I have but two records, both for Deer Island,
~where single birds were scen in the wide stretch of open salt marsh en
July 31, 1936, and on August 6, 1938,
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Family FREGATIDAL

FREGATA MAGNIFICENS ROVHSCHILD! MATHEWS
MAN-O"-WAR-8IRD
1940G: 1 3. Pass Christian, June 17,

- Only during mid-summer does the Man-o'-war-bird occur I 20y apne
cizbie numbers on the Mississippi coast, and even then jr is na-cr_:ssak{ f\
be well offshore if One is to sce this spectacular bird, At infrcquent i;}' iy
vals strong winds from the south have driven small flocks to the mainh:?
when for a day or two they could be seen soaring low overhead close-:
the shore. One such storm resulted in my carlicst record of this Spcci(,:s
Twelve birds were seen st Gulfport on May 6. 1941, after three days o::
strong southeast wind, It is usually early in June before the first ;rn.:ﬂ
flocks appear, but for three months then they can be found abour the outer
islands in varying numbers, Only once was this specics recorded after the
latter part of September, and in view of the number seen, this particulas
occurrence can be considered unysual in every respect. At noon.or October
7. 1936, fully 500 of these birds appeared while I was on Deer Island, and
for an hour or more circled and soared high overhead before finally disap-
pearing to the east. The latest previous record is that of 2 single bird seen
in the harbor at Gulfport on Scptember 27, 1938,

Family Arpzipag

ARDEA HERGDIAS HEROLIAS LINNAEUS
GREAT BLUE Herox
1936: 1 92, Deer Island, September 221 1 2, Deer Island, November 24,
Although the Great Blue Heron was noted in small numbers throughout
the year, further collecting will be necessary to determine the relative
abundance of this northern race during the winter months, Each fall,
after the middle of November, a decided increase is noted in the numbers
of the birds found in the stretches of salt marsh. It is probable that many
of these individuals represent the race berodias,

ARDEA HERODIAS w ARD! RInGWwAY
WarD HeroN

This southern race of the Great Blue Heron breeds rather sparingly on
the Mississippi coast. My few records consist of isolated nests found in the
larger and more inaccessible swamps. Late in April an occasional bird
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ars in the open salt marsh on Deer Island, and by carly June it is
: ys possible to find three or four birds there.

BUTORIDES I'IRESCENS ['IRESCENS LINNAEUS
EasTerRN GrEEN HiroNn

(1959: 1 ¢ im., Dver Islund, June 28, 1940: 1 9, Deer Isiand, March 23. 1942:
im., Lyman, August 15, 19453: 1 &, Deer Islund, March 19, .

The Green Heron occurs as a fairly plentiful summer resident on the
coast, usually appearing late in March and lingering in the fall until early
‘October. A characteristic nest, with five fresh cggs, was found on
Deer Island on April 30, 1937. It was a compact yet rather flat platform
twigs and small sticks located 12 feet from the ground in the top of a
ine sapling at the edge of a stretch of open salt marsh, Typical dates of
arrival are March 24, 1936 March 23, 1940; March 16, 1942 ; and March
19, 1943 ; and for departure in the fall, September 27, 1940 and, October
8, 1941,
. FLoRiDA CAERULEA LINNAEUS

Litree BLue HEeron'

71936t 1 2, Saucier. March 17, 1938: 1 9 im., Saucicr, June 30; 1 3, Deer
land, July 20. 1941: 1 &, Deer Islund, Macch 8. 1942: 1 &, Gulfpert, March 4.

In the spring the Little Blue Heron occurs as a rather searce and infre-
uent transicnt. With the exception of one year, my few records are during
arch when single birds were seen between the extreme dates of March 4
1942) and March 23 (1940). In 1938, three bieds in adult plumage
ere observed in the open salt marsh on Deer Island April 16, and a single
dult April 30. By the last of June youny birds of the year appear and
can be seen almost daily for three moaths or more. Extreme dates of oc-
cutrence arc June 26 (19:11) and October 30 (1936).

DICHRUMAN 4554 RUFESCENS RUPESCENS {GrrLN)
Repbise EGrer

1938: 1 @, Deer Iiland, August 6. 1939: 1 3, Guifpurt, Scptember 29, 1940:
1 9, Gulfport, July 10. .
Although this species has not herctofore been recorded from Mississippt,
my obscrvations indicate that it is a scarce but regular summer visitor on
the coast. In addition to the specimens listed above, another individual was
seen in the Gulfport harbor on September 14, 1940, and daily thereafter
through October 6, when it was noted for the last time. The feeding
habits of this heron are unlike those of any other of its family with which
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I im f:l:'mh:lr. for preference was consisteatly shown for the shaliow
waters of the Seund rather than the open marshes close by z’xccorwp;;v 4
o . _ ) ) - Lhaned
by .Lerns. guils! and flacks of share birds, the Reddish Egret leads a q0n
active existence energetically chasing the s 3 o fo
nce, gi g the small fish that sceme {
the bulk of its food. 4o form

CASMERG LIS ALBUS EGRETT A (GarzLin)
AMERICAN EGRET

1936: 1 2, Gulfport, August 8

g 030 ! Py hsirts 1 2, Deer Island, September 30, 1938 1

This conspicuous heron was rarely observed in the spring, but wis
co;rr;.mon throughout the summer and fall months when it was ;e(:n almost
daily from Jate July until extly November. Extreme dates of occurrence in
the spring are March 7 (1943} and April 11 (1938), and for the summer
and. f:dl m'onths. July 22 (1937) and November 13 {1942). The o;ﬁy
positve wanter record s that of a single bird seen at Bay St. Louis on
January 1.1937 Birds noted on Cat Island on December 13, 1939, and
on Deer Island on February 15, 1942, possibly may be considered wint’crin
individuals. t ;

LELCUPHOY N THELA THULA (Morina)
Sxowy EGRreT

&. Deer Iand. July

1957, 1 1938: 1 2, Gulfport, July 27.

7. 39
&+ Deer Iland, June 21. 1940 | 3 im., Gulfpuort, July 7. 1939 1

Since:' 1940 these egrets have appeared with regularity on the coast during
the spring months, although previous to that year they were noted only i;
.f,ma‘Ii numbers from late in June unti] carly in November. Extreme dates
in the spring are March 27 (1941) and May 10 (1942) ; whereas in the
summer months single birds, rarely small flocks. were seen as early as
June 21 (1939) . and in the fall, 25 late as November 2 (1938).

HYDRANASS S TRICULGR RUFICOLLIS (Gosse)
Lourstiana HeroN

1938: 1 2 im.. Deer Island, Jjune 11, 1939

L&, Gutteore. v g 1o ! 9. Deer Island, June 28. 1947:

I &. Gulfport, August 18.

‘ I found the Louisiana Heron to be rather scarce and of decidedly
rrregelar occurrence in the spring, but fairly pientiful late in the summer
and in falll My few spring records are for single birds seen on Deer
Island April 16, 1938, at Gulfpert May 4, 19;8, and on Deer Island
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ol 1, 1941, The first birds wsually appear in the open marshes after
e first week in June: however, it is carly in July before many are seen.
én, for two months or more, an occasicnal bird can be observed almost
y.. but” after the middle of Scptember relatively few are to be noted,
Extreme dates of occorrence for the summer and fall months are May 30
1936) and October 16 (1937). Arthur H. Howell (MS) found a
oiony of approximately 100 pairs of Louisiana Herons nesting on Petit
is Island in 1913, but it is not knowan if this colony is still in existence.

NYCTANASSA VIOLACEA VIOLACEA (LINNAEUS)
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON

19352 1 & im., Deer Island, July 240 1936: 2 & im., Decr Island, July 16

September 30. 1937: 1 2 im., Deer Islund, June 30. 1938: 1 9, Horn Island,

March 20; 1 2 im., Gulfport, May 9. 1939: 1 2 im.. Deer Island, October 28.
1940: 1 &, Deer Island, March 23, 1942: 1 &, Deer Island, March 13.

- In common with most of the other heroas, this species was never found
breeding on the Mississippi coast, although why this should be so is
fa.ther difhcult to understand. A possible explanation is the fact that night
berons are highly esteemed as food in htis section of the country. As a
consequence the bicds have been persccuted so severely that they have
continued to nest in the more isolated ‘marsh lands of Louisiana. In the
épring small flocks appear with unfailing regularity about the middle of
March but within 2 week or two they are gone. It is the end of June
before the first birds. invariably young of the year, are seen in the marshes.
They are soon plentiful, and remain so until the last of October. Extreme
dates of occurrence in the spring are March 13 (1941 and 1942) and
March 24 (1936), and for the summer and fall months, June 26 (1941)
and November 13 (1937). 1 have two spring records for apparently non-
breeding birds. On May 9, 1938, and again on April 28, 1943, single
birds, still in immature plumage, were scen. My two wiater records arc
f two birds, one an adult, noted in the wide stretch of open salt marsh
on Deer Island on January 12, 1943, and again at this same place more
.than a month fater, on February 20.

IxoBrRYcHYs ExILS EXiLis (GMELIN)
EASTERN LEAST BITTERN
1936: 1 &, Bay St. Louis, July 11. 1941: 1 @ im. Biloxi, June 19, 194211 €@,
Deer Island, March 13.
This diminutive heron is & common bird on the Mississippi coast during
the summer months, and nests where there are suitable marshes. Tt was
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noted at Bay St. Loujs, Gulfport, Biloxi, Deer Island, and Pascagoula, and
doubtless could be found in other marshes, A nest seen gt Bay St. Louis
on May 10, 1938, held three fresh ¢ggs, and was well concealed in 2 thick
clump of reeds in the middle of a wide stretch of open salt marsh, There
are no records for the winter months; so the actual status of this species 1t
this time of year is unknown, The specimen taken on Deer Islang on
Mazch 13, 1942, was Aushed from a thicket in the open pine woods, and

" 2pparently was 1 migrant. Otherwise all records are confined to the breed-
1ng season.

BT AURDS LEXNTIGINGSUS {MonTAGU)
AMERICAN BITTERN
Despite its secrotive narere, this bittern is too large to be easily over.
Jooked ; 50 my few records indicate that it is 2 rather SCarce migrant on the
coast. It was noted only in the spring. Single birds were seen on Deer
Island on April 26, 1940, 2nd at Gulfport on March 24, 1941, and March
20, 1943,

Family THRESKIORNITHIDAR

GUaRa arsA (LINNAEUS)
WHiTE IB1s
19390 2 2, Gulfpuri March 12 (Coraell Universicy collection). 1942: 1 @
im.. Lyman, Octeher 14,

At present the Whte Ibis is not knowa to breed on the Mississippi coast
but i nests close by in Loussiana. It is a common bird during the spring
monzhs, and the Hocks scen then are invarizbly flying from cast to west.
At ne time were single birds scen; the Bocks observed contained from ten
10 at times a hundred or more individuals. Such flocks are MOst NuMerous
in lxe March 2nd throughour most of April, aithough they were noted as
carly as March ™ (1v43) arnd as late as May 10 (iv-it). Fall records are
relatively few in number: the birds seen are largely dark-plumaged voung
of the year. Extreme dates 2re July 20 (1937) and October 13 (1942),

Pricanis sp.

Grossy IBis
Only in 1940 was this bird obscrved: so it must be considered of acci-
dental occurrence on the Mississippi coast. On Septemiber 28 four birds
were seen at Gulfport flying low overhead. The following day two were
found near this szme spot with a flock of thirty White Ibises. On the basis
of geograrhical probability, these birds were likely White-faced Glossy
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bises (Plegadis gnarauna). Since a specimen was not taken, however,
.there is no ground for positive specific identification.

Family’ ANATIDAE

CHEN CAERULESCENS {LINNAEUS)
Bruk Goose

1937: 1 & im., Deer Island, October 16,

Except for a bricf interval in the fall, and again in the spring, the Blue
Goose is rarcly seen on the Mississippi coast. Usually it is the latter part of
October before the Arst flocks appear, flying high overhead, and within a
few days the southward movement is apparently completely over. Weather
~ conditions farther north appear to govern the actual route followed, for
- although these geese are abundant some years, there are other years when
- the main flight never appears in southern Mississippi. Early in February
an occasional flock was noted fiying north, but at no time did the numbers
approach those observed in the fall, During the winter months, and en
-several occasions well into May, single birds were observed from time to
time. These were seemingly merely stragglers from the main wintering
- grounds in southern Louisiana. Extreme dates of occurrence are October
16 (1937) and May 29 (1938).

CHEN HYPERBOREA (PALLAS)
Lesser SNOW GOOSE

Without exception these geese were seen with flocks of Blue Geese,
but they were by no means as common. Usually there were from four to
six Snow Geese in the flocks of fifty or more Blue Geese: the largest
number noted at one time was twelve, There is appareetiy little tendeney
on the part of these birds to stray from their main winter grounds in
southern Louisiana.  Although it may be possible to sce an occasional
individual during the winzer menths, actual records are confined entirely
to late fall and early spring. Extreme dates of occurrences are October
20 (1940) and February 13 (1941).

BRANTA CANADENSIS (LINNAEUS)
Canaba Goose

The Canada Goose occurs during the winter months about the outer
islands, but is rarely seen on the mainland. It is usually possible to sce one
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or more Aocks on the extreme western end of Cat Island. Local hunters
have long recognized this fact and refer to this sandbar as “Goose Point.”
In the f2ll the first flocks appear in late October, whereas in the spring,
stragglers have been noted as lare as April 3 (1941).

ANAS PLATYRHYNCHGS PLATYRHYNCHOS LINNEAUS
CosmmoON MALLARD

1945: 1 4, Deer [and, March &,

Tris fzmiliar duck is a common bird throughout the winter months,
appesring carly in November and being noted in small flocks vatil the firse
of March. My extreme dates of occurrences are November 8 (1938) and
March § (1943). A pair of these birds was seen on this latter date; the
specimen taken was found dead at the edge of a small fresh water swamp
in an emaciated condition resulting from an ofd wound.

ANAas RUERIPES® BREWSTER
Brack Duck

1941; 1 2 Handsbore, Nuvember 25 (collected by Gregor Rohwer).

This is onc of the few ducks that shows partiality for sait water, for
aithough frequently scen on the larger streams and bayous, smal! flocks
were observed even more commonly feeding in the shallow waters of the
Sound. Like the Mallard, the first flocks appeared in early November, and

wers noted almost daily ennl the middle of March, Extrume dates of -

cccurrence are Nevember 8§ {1938) and March 26 (1938).
Axas piscors LINNAEUS
BLis-wiNGED TEAL

, 1 €, Deer Island, April 10, 1939: 1 2, Deer [sland, September 27.
2 im., Deer Island, September 16,

19537 1

19421 %.,1

Tre Blue-winged Teal was possibly the commonest duck occurring on
the coast of Mississippi in migration. Flocks varying in size from four or
five to thirty or more individuals were seen frequently, both in the spring
and in the fall. They were most numerous the latter part of March and the
first half of April, and again the last of September and early in October,
at which times flocks were observed almost daily. Extreme dates of oceur-
rence in the spring are March 11 (1940) and May 14 (1940), and in the
fall, September 1 (1944) (Dudley B. Heiliger) and November 10

+ For uwe of binomial instead of trinomial see Shortt {1943).
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(1940). My on¢ record for the winter months is that of 2 female seen on
Pond at the edge of Gulfport on January 22, 1938,

ANAS CAROGIINENSIS GMELIN
GREEN-WINGED TraL

* This species was noted at infrequent intervals in the late fall and carly
winter months. Extreme dates of cccurrence (comprising almost without
exception single birds) are November 20 (1940) and December 22
(1937).

AXAS acura Trrziios VIFILLOT

AMERICAN PINTALL

1936: 1 & im., Bay St. Louis, December 4.
The Pintail was observed likewise at rather infrequent intervals on the
coast, and apparently occurs in somewhat limited numbers throughout the
late fall and winter months, Extreme dates of occurrence are October 28
{1942) and February 15 (1941).

Margca amiricina (GMELIN)
BALUPATE

I have only one record for the occurrence of the Buldpates two:birds
were seen with other ducks on a pond at Gulfport on November 8, 1938.

CHAVLELASMIS STREPERUS ( LINNAEUS)
GADWALL

This is another duck that appareatly reaches the coast in extremely
limited numbers. | recorded it but once: two birds were scen on a pend at
Lyman on November 30, 1942. However, Gregor Rohwer has a male
his collection that he took at Handsboro on November 29, 1941,

Sparvea cLyriara (LINNAEUS)
SHOVELLER

The onc available record for this species is that of three birds scen on a
pond at Gulfport on November 19, 1937, and daily thereafter through
December 11,

NYROGCA VALISINERLA (WILSON)
CANVAS-BACK

The Canvas-back was noted only in the fall, small flocks being scen at
infrequent intervals during the last of Qctober and throughout November,
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Extreme dates of occurrence are October 28 (1942) and November 23
(1937). The one specimen taken is a female collected by Gregor Rohwer
at Handsboro on November 20, 1942,

NYRGCA AMERICANA (EYTON)
REDHEAD

Only on a few occastons cach fall and winter was the Redhead seen, and
thea usually a single bird was found feeding with other ducks on a pond
of bavou. The largest flock noted consisted of four birds, three of them
males, seen at Gulfport on November 10, 1937, November and March
were the two months when this species was most frequently obscrved,
Extreme dazes of occurrence are October 18 (1941) and March 10 (1939).

Nrroca corraris (DoNovan)
RiNe-~EckED Ducexk

My few dehnite records for this species are during November, although
this duck possibly occurs in small numbers throughout the winter months.
The earliest record is that of a flock of four birds scen at Gulfport on
November 9, 1938, A female in the collection of Gregor Rohwer was
taken at Handsboro on November 11, 1941, ‘

bl
NYROCA MARILA NEARCIICA (STEJNEGER)
GreATER Sciup DrLek

I did not record chis species on the Mississippi coast, and know of but
one specimen taken there. In the study collections of the Mississippi Game
and Fish Coummission, at Jackson, there is a female specimen taken at
Gulfport on May 24, 1940,

Nyreoa arrises (EyTon)
Lesser Scave Duck

The Lesser Scaup was by far the most abundant of the ducks accurring
en the coast during the winter months. The numerous flocks scen then
were found both on the lzrger fresh water ponds and bayous on the main-
land aad on the shallow waters of Mississippt Sound. Early in November
the first flocks appeared with unfailing regularity and could be seen alinost
daily thereafter. Of decided interest was the late date to which these birds
lingered in the spring. If only an occasional individual had been noted,
it might have been considered 2 wounded bird that had not recovered
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sufficiently in time to make the long flight northward. But a flock of
twenty Lesser Scaups observed at Gulfport on May 19, 1939, and other
flocks almost as large recorded on cven later dates during other years
eliminated this possibility. Therefore, the departure for the breeding
grounds appears to be delayed until fate jn the spring when the flight
pnorthward is made with a minimum of time.. The excliest date of arrival
in the fall is November 8 (1938), and of departure in the spring, May 29
(1938).

GLAUCIONETTA CLANGULA AMERICANA (BONAPARTE)

AMERICAN GOLDEN-EYE

Although noted each winter, the Golden-cye was never seen in large
oumbers. Single birds were usually observed at infrequent intervals in the
- Mississippi Sound. It was early in December before the first birds
- appeared, and only on a few occasions was this species recorded after the
- middle of March. Extreme dates of occurrence are December 1 (1938)
: and May 3 {1938).

CHARITONETT 4 ALEEOLA (LINNAEUS)
BUFFLE-HEAD

This handsome Tittle duck was rarcly observed and apparently winters in
extremely small numbers on the Mississippi Gulf coast. My two records
are of single birds, both females, scen at Gulfpert December 26, 1937, and
November 25, 1938. There are two specimens in the Gregor Rohwer
collection taken at Handsboro in 19411, a female on November 13, and a
male on November 30.

CLaNGULA HYEMLIS (LINNAEUS)
OLn-sQuAw

1936: 1 €, Deer Island, May 29. 1937: 1 @. Dcer Island, April 30. 1940:
1 €, Handsboro, December 17 (Gregor Rohwer collection),

In addition to the specimens listed above 1 have two other records for
the occurrence of the Old-squaw on the Mississippi coast. On January 19,
1938, a female was secn on 2 pond at Gulfport. Again, on March 26,
1942, a flock of nine of these birds, three of them adult males, was found
feeding in the shallow waters of the Mississippi Sound, 3 miles west of
Biloxi. This hardy duck long has bren considered extremely. uncommon
this far south., but it appears now that the specics is at least of casual
cccurrence on the Gulf coast during the late winter and spring months.
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ERISMATURA JAMAICENSIS RUBIIA {(WiLson)
Runny Duck

Although never noted in apprecizble numbers, the Ruddy Duck occuss
regularly on the Gulf coast during the winter months when smal] focks
are seen on the larger ponds and on the bayous. They appeared cach
year garly in November. In the spring it was the middie of April before
any perceptible decrease in numbers was observed. The carliest date of
arrival in the fall is November 8 (1938), and for departure in the spring,
May 3 (1938).

MERGUS SERRATwLR LINNAEUS
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER

1957: 1 €, Gulfporr, February 16, 1938: 1 2 subad., Deer Islaind, Maech 26
1 2 subad., Guifport, July s. S

Because of the presence of non-brecding birds in the shallow waters of
the Misstssippi Sound throughout the summer months, the Red-breasted
Merganser is the only duck that was obscrved during every month of the
year. From the middle of April until late in November only one or two
individuzals were noted in the course of a day. When observed at close
range they were invariably found to be in the first year plumage. After the
first of December flocks varying in size from ten to twenty or more indi-
viduals were frequently scen. For an interval of four months the species
was an 2bundzant bird on the Mississippi Gulf coast.

Family CATHARTIDAE

CORAGYPS ATRATUS {BECHSTEIN)
Brack VULTURE

1936: 1 &, Saucier, July 2. 1939: 1 &, Sauvcier, December 21, 19400 1 2,
Saucter, November 26.

Although a common bird on the mainland, and one which was seen
daily. the Black Vuiture was never noted on the islands. There is
apparently no tendency on the patt of these birds to go far from their
accustomned haunts regardiess of the season of the year. The extreme
western end of Deer Island lics less than a mile offshore, yet not once was
a Black Vulture obscrved there. It appears safe to say that this specics is
possibly the least migratory of any bird found throughout the year on the

mainland.

o. 20 Birds of Mississippi 357

Caraartis auna (LINNARUS)
TurkeY VULTURE

The Turkey Vulture is 2 far less commoa bird here than the preceding
species. Usually one or two can be scen soaring high overhead or feeding
n carrion with ten or twelve Black Vultures, where, although outnumbered
éb-out five to one, each manages to procure an ample mezi. It is well
known that these birds are migratory in the northern part of their range,
fact that probably accounts for their appearance in small aumbers on
Deer Island during the fall moenths. Although not noted at any other
time of the year, they were seen ab infrequent intervals (rom the laster
part of September until the end of November. Extreme dates of occur-
rence on the island are September 21 (1940) and November 26 (1941}.
“The lack of specimens makes it impossible to determine which race or
races are represented by both breeding and migrant populations.

Family ACCIPITRIDAE
ErLANGIDES FORFICATUS FORFICATUS (LINNALUS)
SwaLLOW-TAILED KITE

This spectacular bird s said to breed spatingly in the more inaccessible
swamps, but to my knowledge no nest actually has been found. 1 noted it
but ence, a single bird scen on May 19, 1941, soaring low over a stretch
of thick swamp woodland near Pearlington, A female was collected by
Gregor Rohwer at Handsboro on Apal 21, 1940.

ferinid susisierrEnsis (WILSON)
Misstssierr KiTe

19351 &, Saucier, August 1 1938 1 2. Sawcier, July 7. 1941: 1
4. Gulfport, June 29,

Although conspicucusly abscat in the spring, the Mississippi Kite proved
to be a regular and fairly common fall transient. It usually appears during
early July tn thick woods berdering the streams and s frequently seen
then until the latter part of August. Since it is the last of May before
nesting activities are well uadeeway farther north, jt appears, on the basis
of the few specimens taken, that the adult males frequently leave their
breeding haunts as soon as the young are on the wing. I never observed
this species in flocks; one or two birds were invariably seen soaring low
overhead.  Extreme dates of occurrence are June 29 (1941) and August
27 (1938).
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ACCIPiTER COGPERN {BONAPARTE)
CoorEr Hawk

1935: 1 &, Pass Christian, April 24, 1937: 1 2, Gulfprrt, December 11,

Despftt the late dates on which this species is occasionally seen tn
Spring. it was not found nesting and apparently occurs mercly a5 an
uncommon winter resident on the Mississippi Gulf coast. An oc’ca.sion.zi
bird can be found berween September and April in the stretches of woods
bordering the sircams. A distinct migration of these hawks was observed
on Deer Island on October 7, 1941, when In the course of an hour. cight
flea by low overhead. All appeared from the castern end of the islind
and after reaching the extreme western end, they proceeded on across the
open water to the mainland. My earliest date of arrival in the fal] is
September 19 (1941), and for departure in the spring, April 24 (1935},

the

ACCIPITER STRIATUS VELOX {WILSON )
SHARP-SHINNED Hawk

o B ST g 991 L S o
&, Deer Island, March 26. 1942: 1 &, Gulfport, December 21, o '

This lirtle hawk occurs in rather limited numbers duaring the winter
months when an occasional bird is seen in woods bordcrins:‘_the streams.
The farst mdividuals usually appear early in November anud it 1s rather
‘excentional to observe one after the end of March, Available records
show that at no time have they been present in considerable numbers, nor
has any particular month been characterized by exceptional abundance,
Extreme dates of occurence are October 29 (1939) and April 21 (1940).

BUTEG JAMAICENSIS BOREALIS {GMELIN)
EasTERN RED-TAILED Hawk

1941: 1 &, Saucier, December 7. 1943: 1 2, Lyman, December 0.

The Red-tailed Hawk is one of the least common of the birds of prey
occurring on the Gulf coast during the winter months. The species is
rarely seen before the middle of November and it is usaally in December
and January that one or two are noted in the open pine woods. The earliest
date of arrival in the fall is November 1, 1937, when one bird was seen
on Deer Island. In the spring an occasional bird will linger until April;
the latest date of departure is April 20 (1936). The two specimens taken
were found to be typical of the castern race, borealis.
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BurEo LINEATUS LINEATUS (GMELIN)
NoORTHERN RED-SHOULDERED HAWK

1956: 1 & . Saucier, Decernber 22, 1939: 1 2, Gulfport, September 15, 1940:
2 im., Gulfport, November 10, 1941: 1 @, Saucier, January 14.

On the basis of actual specimens taken, the northern race of the Red-
shouldered Hawk appears to be fairly common on the Mississippi coast
uring the winter months. One or two of these familiar hawks usually
can be seen each day throughout the winter in woods bordering the streams
on the mainfand and not infrequently in the open pine woods. 1 have only
ree tecords for Deer Island, single birds seen December 31, 1937;
October 12, 19407 and, October 21, 1941,

BUTEOQ LINEATUS ALLENI RIDGWAY

FLORIDA RED-SHOULDERED HAWK
1936: 1 &. Saucier, July 10, 1941: | &, Lyman, January 24 {Gregor Rohwer).
943: 1 &, Gulfpurt, Janvary I1.
An occasional pair of these birds ¢an be found nesting cach year in the
farger stretch of woods bordering the streams on the maininad; at in-
frequent intervals during the summer months one was scen in the opén
pine woods, A nest was found ncar Saucier on March 28, 1936, that
-apparently held eggs, but which was inaccessible, being 40 fect from the
ground in the top of a large magnolia, Since specimens were taken in
January it is probable that allens is largely resident on the coast.

BUTECG PLATYPTERUS PLATYPTERUS (VIEILLOT)
Broan-wiINGED Hawk
1936: 1 &, Gulfport, April 4. 1937: 1 @, Woolmarket, July 22, 1938: 1 &
im., Saucier, July 18. 1941: 1 &, Biloxi, May 24.

Although I never found a nest, there is little doubt that this species
breeds at least sparingly on the Mississippi Gulf coast. It was noted
infrequently in certain stretches of woods each summer, 2 fact that makes
me reasonably certain of its status as a breeding bird. The first tndividuals
do net usually appear in the spring until carly April. My carliest record is
March 31 (1938). Departure in the fall is apparently rather carly for 1
never noticed the species later than eardy September,

AQUILa CHRYSAETOS CANADENSIS (LINNAEUS)
GoipeN EAGLE

I saw this species on only one occasion in southern Mississippi. On
November 10, 1942, and for cight days thereafter, one bird was observed
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almost daily at the Fish Hatchery near Lyman, preying on the Coarts th

were aumerous at that time. It fortunately was not very wary and Sco r:f
be a_pproachcd sefficently close to permit accurate identification. From tiu“i
tc_) ume reports reached me of large eagles carrying off small lambs ::;
pigs while the latter fed in the open pine woods. Since the descrirtion of
thes? birds invariably suggested the Golden Eagle, it appears rI‘r:wt tho'.
species 1s possibly of at least casual occurrence during the winter m:mth:j

HAllEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS LEUCOCEPHALLS (LINNAEUS )
SouTHERN Barh EaGLr

The Bald Eagle is known to nwst cach year on Cat Island and on Shi'
Island, and it is possible that it nests on the other islands as well. Ap ai
ently it rarcly comes to the mainland, having beer observed there on (fnlv
few occasions. It is equally uncommon on Deer Island. The few records
at thar locality are of adult birds seen September 22, 1936; February 22
1937 October 21, 1941 ; and, November 3, 1942, A nest f;ound on‘Si;iup’
Istand on April 10, 1940, scemingly held small young, for while neither
of the parents was incubating, both were present and :ery much disturbed
by my presence on the island. The nest was the usual bulky structure and
was 50 feet from the ground in the top of one of the largest pines. -

CIRCL'S CYANEUS HUDSONIUS (LINNAEUS)
Marsg Hawk
1936: 1 2 im., Deer Island, Sepiember 22,

The Marsh Hawk is 2 common bird during the winter months and is
seen almost daily both on the mainland and oa the islands. It is usually
the middle of September before the first bird is noted in the fall; on enly
very few occasions did one linger later than the middle of April. My
extreme dates of occurrence are September 1 (1938) and May 10 (1941).
The scarcity of adult male Marsh Hawks was very noticcable on the Missis-
sippi Gulf coast; more often than not an entire winter passes without one
being observed.

Family PANDIONIDAE

PANDION HALIAETUS CAROLINENSIS (GMELIN)
AMERICAN OSPREY
1936: 1 &, Decr Island, Occber 7. 1943 1 2, Lyman, Febroary 27.

'l:}ﬁe familiar "fsh hawk™ nests on all the outer islands, but, in my ex-
perience, nowhere on the mainland. Even on Deer Island it is merely of
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asual occarrence during the brecding scason, although there is no obvious
reason why it should not nest therc. Very few of these birds remaia during

e winter months but by the middle of March there 15 a pronounccd
porthward movement. From then until the first week of November the
Osprey is a-conspicuous feature of the landscape of the islands. Arrival
and departure dates are somewhat complicated by the possibility of winter-
'ing bicds, but I consider March 10 as the average date of arrival, and
November 5 as the average date of departure. A bird scen on Deer Island
on December 21 (1940) is my one definite winter record, although others
noted on Cat Island on February 24 (1937), and at Lyman on Fcbruary
27 (1943) were suspected of having wintered on the Mississippi Gulf

Family FALCONIDAE
FALCO PEREGRINUS ANATUM BONAPARTE
Duck HawK

Although rarely seen on the mainland, the Duck Hawk can be found
during the winter months on all the islands. 1 noted it then on practically
every occasion when I was on Deer Island, and likewise saw it on my
infrequent trips to Cat Island and to Horn Island. Usually only a single
bird was seen: the largest number obscrved in the course of a day was
three, on Deer Island on October 7, 1941, The Laughing Gull and the
Ring-billed Gull appear to suffer most so far as this hawk's food supply
is concerned, although I frequently saw the larger shore birds seized and
carried off to be caten, It s usually the middle of September, scldom later,
when these large falcons appear in the fall, and the middle of May before
the last onc is recorded in the spring. My extreme dates of occurrence are
September 13 (1940) (Cat Island), and May 19 (1939) (Gulfport}.

FALCO COLUMBARIUS COLUMBARIUS LINNAEUS
Eastirn PicEoN Hawk

1936: 1 @, Saucier, October 15. 1937: 1 €, Deer istand, September 11, 1939:
t €, Cat Island, September 21,

Unlike the Duck Hawk, this specics is largely a transient on the Missis-
sippi coast; although frequently obsceved both in the fall and in the
spring, it is rarely noted during the winter months. Late in Scptember and
early in October, and again carly in May the species is most numerous; at
that time several can be seen almost daily on the islands. Only rarely has it
been found on the mainland. My two records for the winter. months are
single birds scen on Petit Bois [sland on December 21, 1937, and on
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Deer Island on December 21, 1940, My carljest record for the fall migra-
tion is Scptember 11 (1937) 5 my latest in the spring, May 10 (1942).

Farco spasiErius SPARUERIUS LINNALUS
Easvean Sparrow Hawx
0 193%: 1 2. Siucier. DecemZer 3: 1 €, Deer dsland, December 4.0 193701 3,
1'%, Saucier, January = and December 9. 1938: 1 £, Deer Island, Ocber 29,
1941 1 2 im.. Deer Dsland, November 4. 1943: 1 &, Gulfport, January 19,
This northern race of the Sparrow Hawk is common during the winter
monzhs on the Mississippt coast and is generally Zistributed through the
wide stretches of open pine woods both on the maizlind and on the islands.
Lack of actual specimens txien carly in the fall makes it impracticable to
give arrival dates, but 2 peszeptible increase in the numbers of these birds
seen after the middle of Seocember indicates the prsence of migrants from
the aorth at thir time. A similar uncertainty exists concerning dates of
departure in the spring, although single birds wesz noted on Deer Islznd
(where this species does nes breed) as late as Mara 7 (1942) and March
14 {1943). These may have been individuals refzrable to the northern
race.
Farco sparvezivs partls (HOWE axD KING)
LittLE SPaRROW Hawx

1938: 1 Q. S:.cier, Juae 2371 & im,
aober 4.

1935: 1 A, Deor Island, Aagust 2.
Siccer, August 15, 19390 1 2. Saucier,

As a breeding bird the 3parrow Hawk is rather scarce in the extreme
sowhern cdge of the State and is found in only 2 faw places. Abandonsd
Flizxer holes are utilized as nesting sites. Since the few that T found were
high above the ground in motten snags. and theresoze inaccessible, T have
no sesitive breeding records. However. three fuliy grown young of the
yez: seen with their parents near Saucier on Augost 15, 1938, 1s evidence
of the breeding status of this specics in this region. Ia view of the difference
of ¢xinion that exists concerning the range of this sl race of the Sparrow
Hawk north of the Floridz Peninsula. it is of interest to note that the
specimens listed above are clearly referable to panins. The wings of the
mazles average 65.7 mm. in length, and the wing of the onc female measares
7% mm. In comparison, the wing length of the zorthern males taken on
the coast average §3 mm.. chat of the females, §2.5 mm, No records are
ava'iable for the southern race for the winter months, although further
Iy might reveal its presence at that season of the year.

collscting poss:
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Family PHASIANIDAE

COLINUS VIRGINUANUS VIRGINIANUS (LINNAEUS)
EasTERN BOBWHITE

1936: t &, Saucier, July 29.

This popular game bird was found to be one of the characteristic birds
¢ of the open pinc woods and was scen almost daily. During the fall and
winter months it was always possible to flush two or threc coveys in the
course of a morning spent in the ficld.

Family MELEAGRIDIDAE

AMELEAGRIS GALLOPAIOQ SILVESTRIS VIEILLOT
EAsTERN WiLt TURKEY

Once fairly common and gencrally distributed through this region, the
Wild Turkey has in recent years fargely disappeared from the wooded
swamps where it originally occurred. It can still be found in small numbers
along the Pascagoula River, but to my knowledge nowhere else along the
coast.

Family GRUIDAE

GRUS CANADENS!S PRATENSIS MEYER
Frorina SannHILL CRANE

In a limited arca a fow miles west of Pascagoula the Sandhiil Crane can
be found nesting in small aumbers cach year, but it is act known to
occur elsewhere on the coast.

GRUS AMERICANA {LINNAEUS)
WHOOPING CRANE

The onc record for the Mississippi coast is based on the statement by

Wells W, Cooke (1914) that a Whooping Cranc was scen at Bay St. Louis

on April 15, 1902,

' Family RALLIDAC

RALLUS LONGIRGSTRIS SATURATUS RIDGWAY
Lousiana CLAPPER Rall

1935: 1 &, Deer Tsland, August 16, 1936: 1 &, Bay St. Louis, March 3; 1
"4, Deer Islund, July 31 1938 1 &, Cat Island, January 15. 1942: 1
.3, Bay St. Louis, February 16. 1943: 1 Q. Deer Islund, April 16.

It is doubtful if there are any areas of salt marsh on the coast where the
Clapper Rail cannot be found throughout the year. Sceretive by nature,
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these birds are more often heard than seen, although it is not difficult to
flush.an oceasional individual when the observer is wading the marshes
They are cqually common both on the mainland and on all the is}and'.
All the specimens taken are typical of saturatus. ;

RALLLS ELEGANS AUDUBON
Kinc RaiL
1938: 1 2, Gulfport. September 30,
The specimen listed above, found in 2 small fresh water marsh at the

- edge of Gulfpor, is my only rerord for the occurrence of this species.

It 15 probably more commen than my limited experience indicates.

Rapius ppMicora LiMicoLA VIEILLOT
VIRGINIA RAIL

My one record for the occurrence of this species on the cpast s that
of a single bird seen on Deer Island on March 8, 1945, It fllushcd from
almost underfootr as I was crossing 2 stretch of salt marsh, dropped to
the ground after flying a short distance, and then could not be found
-again despite a diligent search.

Prpzang caporind (LINNAEUS)
Sora

1936: 1 ¢, Gulipor, September 29. 1937: 1 &, Gulf
1%, . Septem 29. 711 &, Gulfport, December 22, 1940:
1 ¢, Gulfpert, Apnl 290 19420 1 2, Gulfporr, May 6, ?

.Alrhough infrequently seen, the Sorz is probably a fairly common
winter resident on the Mississippt Gulf coast, After the latter part of
September, and until the following May, I noted an occasional bird in
the open marshes both on the mainland and on the islands, and in
view of the dificulty of fushing them from the thick marsh grass, I
undoubtedly saw few of those actually presént. In an open marsh 10
miles north of Gulfport I found these rails present each year during the
first week in May and suspected that they actually might be breeding
there but this was not verified, So far as the stretches of salt marsh on
the coist are concerned, my extreme dates of occurrence are Septcember
29 (1936) and May 1 (1943) (Dcer Island).

COTURNICOPS NOVEEGRACENSIS NOVEBORACENS!S (GMELIN)
YELLOW Railt

I was never fortunare enough to cncounter this elusive species on the

Mississippi Gulf coast, 2nd know of but two records. Cooke (1914, p. 32)
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Gtes 2 single record by Allison who listed the Yellow Rail at Bay St
Louis on April 21, 1902, Hicks (1934) while on the Mississippi coast
from February 12-16, 1934, noted two birds.

GALLINULA CHLOROPUS CACHINNANS BANGS
Froripa GALLINULE

1957: 1 § im., Gulfport, August 6; 1 2, Gulfport, December 22, 1940: 1 &,
Gulfport, May 15. _
- The Florida Gallinule zpparently has no liking for salt watcr, for
although fairly common thronghout the year on the mainland in the
open fresh watcr marshes, it was never noted in the wide stretches of
salt marsh, cither on the coast or on the islands. During the summer
months singlc birds were frequently scen feeding at the edges of the
pools where they permitted a fairly close approach before disappearing
in the reeds or thick marsh grass. Late in the fall and in winter 2 tendency
of these birds to associate in small flocks was noted and on more than
one occasion | abscrved as many as ten of them together.

" PORPHYRULA MARTINICA (LINNAEUS)
PURPLE GALLINULE

1940: 1 ¢, Bay St. Louis, May 4.

In addition to the specimen listed above T have only two records for
the occurrence of this species on the coast; therefore it seemingly -nests
“here in extremely limited numbers. On June 26. 1937, and again on May
4, 1940, single birds were scen in small fresh water marshes near Gulfport.

FULICA AMERICANA AMERICANA GMELIN
Anterican Coor
1937: 1 &. Gulfport, December 10. 1940: 1 &, Gulfport, June 16. 1942:
“1 9@, Lyman, QOctober 28,

Probably no other species on the Mississippt Gulf coast excceds the
Coot so far as actual numbers during the winter are concerned.  From
late in October until April, flocks of sixty to a hundred or more of these
' birds can be scen on the arger ponds and bayous. Rarcly such flocks
were observed in the shallow waters of the Mississippi Sound, although
as 2 rule salt water is avoided. The largest number noted at one time
was on October 24, 1938, when fully 80C were seen on 2 pond at Gulf-
pott. Although scen in limited numbers during the summer months,
it was found nesting at only one place, a large shallow pond at the edge
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of Gulfport that is bordered by 2 narrow streich of reeds and marsh
grass. Here on July 20, 1937, four newly hatched young were scen with
their parents, feeding in the reeds near the shore.

Family HAEMATOPODIDAE

HAEMATOPUS PALLIITYS PALLIATUS TEMMINCK
AMERICAN OvsTER CATCHER

1941: 1 2, Deer Island, September 25,

Despite the fact that it nests on the islands off the Louisiana coast, the

- Oyster Catcher is apparcatly of merely accidental occurrence in Missis-

sippi. The female taken on Deer Island is the only record for this species
on the Mississippi coast, and, as far as I am aware, the first for the State,

Pamily (CHARADRIDAE

SoUararULA SpUATARDLA (LINNAEUS)
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER
1933: 22, 29, Deer Island, July 24, August 23, Quober 12, 1936 3 3.1
Guifport, March 27, December 16, 1237: 1 &, Gulfport, August 17. 1938 1
i

Deer Island, June 11. 1939: 1 2, Gulfport, May 23, 1940: 2 3, Decer Isiand
June 18, Ccoober 12, 1941: 1 2, Deer Island, May 21.

This plover is the one shore bird that never failed to be present every
month of the year on the beaches and sandbars of the Mississippi Sound.
Late in May and in June when sandpipers and other plover are rarely
scen, small flocks of Black-bellicd Plover can be found on the islands
and on the mainland. It is not uncommon then to record as many as a
dozen birds in the course of a day. All are invariably in the drab winter
plumage, and are apparentiy non-breeding birds that had no incentive to
£ north with the rest of their kin. By the first of August, adults in
breeding plumage begin to appear in increasing numbers and flocks of 10
to 20 of these large plovers are soon a commeon sight on the beaches. They
are almost as numerous during the winter months; so whether it be June
or January it is always possible to see flocks of Black-bellivd Plovers on the
Mississippi coast.
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Proviacis posiNica posinica (P, L. S, MULLER)
AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER '
1939: 1 2, Deer Islind, Oceber 13; 1 2, Deer Iland, November 11: 1

Gulfpor, December 18, 1940; 1 2, Gulfport, February 14; 1 &, Gulfport, D
cember 1. ’
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On the basis of available records it appears that 2 few Golden Plovers
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acrive on the Mississippi Gulf coast in the fall and remain on certain
avored beaches until the following spring. This_is far r{Orth of previ-
asly stated limits of the winter range of the species, but since specimens
taken showed no signs of injury or abnormalities of any kind, thc. C‘rol‘dcr}
Plover must be coasidered of at least casual occurrence on the Mississippi
Gulf coast during the winter months, Dceparture in the spring is rather
early; the latest records are of single birds seea on Decer Island on March
26, 1941, and on April 5, 1943,

CHARADRIUS HIATICULA SEMIPALMATUS BONAPARTE
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER
1935: 1 &, Deer Island, Ocober 21, 1936: 1 2, Guifpart, November 19.
1937:31 &, 1 2, Gulfport, July 20, December 10, 1938: 1 ¢, Gulfpore, Mf}'
“31; 1 &, Deer Island, June 21, 1939: 2 9, Devr Island, May 20, Oct:)i:wr 7.2 3,
. Gu,lfport. June 19, 1940: 1 &, 2 @, Gulfport, May 24, July 11, November 20
© 2 &, Deer Island, June 18, September 6. 1941 3 2, Gulfport, February 20,
f]uly 22: 1 &, Deer Islund, October 5. 1942: 1 &, Deer Island, February 15.

Although recorded every month of the year on the coast t}}ere s a
rief interval carly in summer when the Semipalmated Plover is absent
- from the beaches. It was seen on Dcer Island as late in the spring as
:‘_]une 21 (1938), and on its return from its aorthern breeding grounds
“as early as July 11 (1940). Normally, however, nonc are cbserved from
the middle of Junc until the latter part of July, It is possibly most abun-
“dant in August and September, and agzin late in April and in May, when
scattered srtnal[ flocks can be scen on the stretches of open beach, Com-
paratively few remain during the winter months: only at infrequent inter-
vals was it noted after the end of November, A decidedly unusual oc-
currence was the presence of a flock of 15 of these birds at Gulfport on
December 22, 1937. '

CH.-IR.‘!DR[US MELODUS MELOQDUS ORI)
EASTERN PIPING PLOVER

1938; 1 3, Gulfport, Scptember 2.
The specimen listed above is the only record for the occurrence of
the castern race of the Piping Plover on the Mississippi Gulf coast,

CH.’”\’ADRIUS MELODUS CIRCUMCINCTUS Ringywray
BELTED PrsING PLOVER
1935: 1 @, Gulfport, December 27, 1936: 2 8, Gulfport, September 14,

JF cust 13 37: & S5t. Louts, January
December 6; 1 @, Deer Island, Auggust 15, 1937 1_ &. Bay 5t N ar
l;cltma. 1 @, Deer Island. July 31, August 28, 1938: 3 3, 2 2, Gulfport, August
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1 2nd 26, Dcober 18, Docember 25 1 2, Deer Island, Avgust 2. 1939: 1 2,1 g

s Islaes, January 513 1 3, Gulfport. November 16, 1940: 1 &, 1 2, Cat
slan s, October 23: 1 &, 1 2. Gulfport, julv 26, chmbcr 1 2 2,
Deer [slanz, November 5, December 210 19418 2 1 2. Deer Island, ]ul\ 21,
Ociober 3. December 13, 2 €, Guifport, Suptc—mbcr " December 220 1942: 1§,
Deer [sland, February 15, 1943: 1 2, Deer Iland, M.:}' 1.

A cririzzl compzrison of this serics of 29 specimens with a similar
series from the Atlantic coast revealed characters that readily separate this
intesior rzce from wypical meelodns. In birds that have acquired the
breeding plumage, circwmeinctns can easily be recognized by its broad,
ccr.:muo-:ly black jugular band which in welodrs is narrower and
brozen 12 the middle. Winter specimens are more difficalt to separate, but
nevertheloss distinet cnough. In circumcinetus there 1s always a brownish
band acrrss the breast, wsually interrupted, but never inconspicuous, and
moze intensely brown patch on cither side of the lower neck. In melodns
these characters are rather obscure and frequently wanting. No measure-
ment differences were noted that separate the two races. (Cf. Maser,
1922).

This rzce of the Piping Plover is a fairly common winter resident on the
Mississipni coast, scattered small flocks being frequently scen at that time
on the srretches of open beach, For an interval of almost three months,
from earlv in May until the end of July, none were noted. However,
dering the remainder of the year single birds or small flocks are of com-
MR OCCRTTENcs, fcad ing alone or in company with other shore birds.
Extreme “ates of cecurrence are July 2t (1941) and May 9 (1939).

CHARALFILS ALENANDRINGS Nivoses {(CAssIN
WESTERN SNOWY PLOVER

W36 1 7, Gulfpur, Nevember 15, 1939: 1 9, Drer Island, Qciober 21, 19400
i 2. Deer Bdand, Octobr 3.

This western race of the Snowy Plover has not been recorded heretofore
in the exstern United States, but appears now to be of at least casual
cocuztence on the Guif coast. The specimens listed above. typical of
nitesus in every respect, constitute all the records to date. but further
studv should reveal the presence of this race during the winter months.

CHARADRIUS ALENANDRINUS TENUIROSTRIS (LAWRENCF)
CurBan Sxowy PLover
1935: 1 2.1 ¢, Deer Island, August 23, September 28, 1936: 2 5. 1 g,

Deer Island, Jure 21, November 24, Decemboer 260 1937 1 4, Deer Island,
February 22: 1 2, Ship Island, May 30. 1938: 2 3, 1 2, Gulfport, July 5,
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November 4, December 2. 19391 1 é, Deer Island, October 21. 194011 .1 %,
Deer Island, October $, November 5. 1941: 1 & im., Gulfpor?, _]ulyl 1942 1
& im., 1 @, Deer Island, August 20, October 31.

.So far as my expericnce gocs the Snowy Plover breeds very sparingly on
‘the Mississippi coast. I noted it as a breeding bird only on Ship Island,
at # was recorded by Arthur H. Howell (MS) as nesting in small
aumbers on Forn Island and Petit Bois Island. At Gulfport and on Deer
'sland, where it is not known to nest, an occasional bird appears the
atter part of June or carly in July. From then until the following
-Fr:bruan single birds or small flocks were scen at infrequent intervals.
It is most numercus in November and the first half of December, 2nd
“the small flocks found on the open beaches at that time zre doubtless
from the northern breeding range of this species in Kansas and Okla-
homa. I have no records for the spring months other than on Ship Island,
Extreme dates of occurrence on Decr Island, where only transients were
oted, are June 21 (1936) and February 22 (1937).

CHARADRIUS VOCIFERUS VOCIFERUS LINNAEUS
KILLDEER

L1935: 1 2. Deer Island, December 30. 19370 1 & im., | € im. Gulfport,
“July 1, August 18, 1940: 2 2, Deer Island, Januwary 13, Cctober 195 1 & im,,
Biloxi, June 29, 1943: 1 @, Deer Island, April 24; 1 nestling &, Deer Island.
“May 8.

The Killdeer is not a very common bird on the coast during the
-breeding season, and even then is rather local in its distribution. This is
_probably attributable to the lack of large upland open arcas suitable for
: nesting sites. The southern edge of the State is characterized by wide
‘ tretches of pine woods, with open felds and pastures fow and far
between, It is doubtful if more than half 2 dozen pairs nest in this
region each year. During the past year (19-43), it was found nesting for
the fisst time away from the mainland, a pair of birds rearing a brood of
‘oung at the extreme western end of Dieer Island. The presence of the
‘two adults Iate in April caused me to suspect that they were actually
‘nesting on the island, and on May § I succeeded in finding their newly
hatched young scattered along a stretch of open beach, Early in November
flocks ¢f migrants from the north appear, after which the Killdeer can be
-found throughout the winter in flocks of varying size on many of the
beackes, both on the mainland and on the islands.
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CHARADRILT WILSONIA WILSONIA ORrD
WiLsoN PLoveR
1935; 1 ‘5, 1 =, Deer Islzzd, July 24, Septembor 2,0 1936: 1 3, 1 2, Deer
Islanz. March 24, August 13, 1937: 1 2, Deer Island, August 13, 1938: 1 &,
Gulinerm, Jeae 28, 19390 1 2. Deer Island, March 10, 1940: 1 aestling &, Deer
Islanz, Juix 401 2, Gulfport, September 8, 1941 1 9, Deer Island, March 8.

Guli coast during the summer months when scattered pairs are found
nesting on many of the stretches of open beach, Not until the middle of
March do the fisst individuzls appear in the spring, but within a woeek
these ~lovers are rlentiful, Laze in September there is a perceptible decrease
in the number of small flocis observed; only rarely is this species noted
after the Arst week of Owsber. There are no records for the winter
monzhs. Extreme dates of cccurrence are March 8 (1941) and October
16 (i937).
Barrrarmis LoNGICAUDA (BECHSTEIN)
UpLAND PLOVER

1938: 1 3, Gulrport, April LL.

Txis species is one of the scarcest of the shore birds occurring on the
Mississippi Gulf coast, and was observed only at infrequent intervals
during the spring.  There have been years when none was scen; and
usuxlv only one small flock s recorded late in March or jn April, Extreme
dates of oecurrence are Maszn 16 (1940) (Deer Island) and April 29
{1933) (Gulfpom).

NOMENIUS PRAEOPUS HUDSONICUS LATHAM
Hipsonian CURLEW

1941: 1 2, Desr Island, Mevy 21,

Tr:s is znother shore bird that was observed only in the spring and
then it infrc:qucn: intervals. The few records are from Deer Isladd where
singie birds or small flocks werc scen feeding about the shallow pools in
the wide stretch of open sair marsh in the middle of the island. Actual
dates of occurrence are as follows: Seven birds scen on May 10, 19401 two
on May 21 and three on June 7, 1941; five on May 8, 1942; onc on April
12 and four on April 22, 1943,

NUMENIUS AMERICANUS AMERICANUS BECHSTEIN
Long-Binied CURLEW
1942: 1 3, Deer Island, Avzust 15,
The specimen listed above is the only record for the occurrence of this
speciss on the Mississippi coast. The measurements are: wing, 287 mm.;
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S tail, 110; culmen, 140; tarsus, 74. Since there is 4 certain overlap in size
between the two recognized races, the identification of the specimen as
americanuy must be constdered more or less arbitrary.

Livosa pepod (LINNAEUS)
MarsLED GOLWIT

1936: 1 2, Gulfport, September 7. 19410 1 &, Deer Islund, October 3.

The above-listed specimens constitute the only records for the occur-
rence of the Marbled Godwit on the Mississippi Gulf coast. It has not
been recorded heretofore from the State and must therefore be con-
sidered an extremely rare transient.

Toraxus FLAIPES (GMELIN)
LEssER YELLOWLEGS

1938: 1 3, Deer Dland, July 200 1940: 1 &, Deer Islund, May 18,

The Lesser Yellowlegs is a regular but not very commen transient on
the coast, small flocks being seen at infrequent intervals both in the
spring and in the fall. It was not uncommon to find one or two of these
birds feeding with other shore birds in the open marshes, but at no time
were flocks comprising over ten individuals noted. This species was most
frequently observed in April and again late in August and in Scptember,
although actually it was recorded during 8 months of the year, Extreme
dates of occurrence for the spring migration ere March 4 (1943) and
May 22 (1944), and for the fall migration July 18 (1936) =and
November 19 (1937).

Tordases MELANOLEUCUS (GMELIN)
GREATER YELLOWLEGS

1940; 1 9. Deer Island, March 16. 1942: 1 2, Deer Island, Decemnber 1.

The Greater Yellowlegs, like the preceding species, proved to be a
regular but far from plentiful transient on the Mississippt coast. It was
never scen in flocks, and only on one occasicn was more than two
individuals found together. This was on September 1, 1938 when three
of these birds were noted on Deer Island feeding on a sandbar exposed by
the low tide. In the spring an occasional bird was noted from early
in March until the middle of May, and in the fall from carly in July until
the first week in November. Extreme dates of occurrence are March 8
(1941) and May 15 (1941). and July 6 (1940) and November 10
(1940). There are three records for the winter months, single birds
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cinz seen on Deer Island on January 13, 1937, and December 1, 1942

an< iz Bay St. Louis on February 18, 1939,

TRINGA SOLITARIA SOLITARLA WILSON
EASTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER
i233: 1 &, Bav St. Luuis, March 18: 2 € Gulfport, May 11, July 3
: bax . 8.2 . \ 3 . ¥y 15, 1939:
Lro19, Gulrpci:'r. May 12 and 170 1940: 1 8. 1 @, Gulfpuort, Musch 312.
Sep =oet 200 1, Saudier, April 24, 1 2, Cat Island, May 5. 1941 3 2. 3
2. Culfport, March 22, April 2 and 4, May 6, 9, and 14, 19420 1 2, 1 g

gg—_v:;t March 19 and 25: 1 2, Cur Island, May 10. 1943: 1 &, Dc:ri]sl.md:

Azhough common in the spring and frequently seen from the middle of
Mzz= entil the middie of May, the Solitary Sandpiper was extrermely
csearzs in the fall. Apparently its migration route at this scason of the
yezs 15 unlike thar followed ia the spring, for there were years when none
was zoted in the fall. Only in 1937, when three individuals were
obserred, was this species recorded more than once during any fall migra-
tion. An interesting fact noticed cach year was the aversion these birds
apraceatly have for salt water environments, Rarely was it seen in the
wice stretches of open salt marsh favored by many of the other shore
bires The few records for the islands consisted largely of birds found
aboos che pools of fresh water always surrounding the artesian wells.
Deznize records for the islands are as follows: Deer {iland—August 6,
1932: April 10, August 28, and September 1, 1937; May 6, 1938; April
26. 13401 April 16, 1943, Cat [rand—May 5, 1940; May 10, 1942
Sk lrland—May 1, 1940. Extreme dates of occurrence for the Spring
migzidon on the mainland are March 10 (1942) and May 17 (1939),
and 3¢ the fall migration, July 15 (1938) and September 20 (1940).

TRINGA SULITARIA CINNAMOMEA (BREWSTER)
NWESTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER
1837 1 &, Bay St. Louils, August 4,

T=e specimen listed above, considered by H. C. Oberholser to be typical
of snzmomea, is my only record for the occurrence of this western race
on e coast,

ACTITIS MACULARIA (LINNAEUS)
SPOTTED SANDPIPER

1237 2 @, Guliport, January 14, August 8: 1 ¢, Deer Island, July 21. 1938:
2 2. Deer Island, May 28, June 21. 1940: 1 &, Decr Island, July '.'Zl.)

Sizge the Spotted Sandpiper was scen on the coast during every month
of ths year it can be considered, to some extent at least, a resident species.

(&)
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T}ﬁere are no actual brecding records, however, and to my mind it is
exdremely doubtful if it ever nested so far south as the Mississippi coast.
In every specics a certain number of individuals, cither because of
immaturity or because of some physiological condition, go through the
summer months with their reproductive organs dormant. In the case
of the Spotted Sandpiper it is always possibie to see an occasional bird as
Jate as the end of May, and on one occasion, a male, at the time suspected
of being a‘brccding bird, was scen on Deer Island on Junc 21 (1938).
Until a nest is actually found, or downy young incapable of flight are
“recorded, the Spotted Sandpiper should be considered of merely casual
" occurrence late in the spring and early in summer. The first fall transients
appear late in July and \l.tithin a short time these familiar sandpipers are
. common and of general distribution on this stretch of coast. From late in
November until carly in April comparatively few are scen, but throughout
April and most of May they can be observed daily on the open beaches.
Single birds scen at Gulfport on January 2, 1936, and January 3, 1937,
in addition to the female taken there on January 14, 1957, constitute the
ew definite winter records.

CATOPIROPHORUS SEMIPALMATUS SEMIPALMATYS (GMELIN)
EasTorn WILLET

_ 1938: 1 ¢, Gulfport, July 13. 1939: 1 2, Deer island, June 21, 1940: 1
®, Deer Island, June 18, £941: 1 &, 1 @, Deer Island, May 31, June 26, 1944:
13,1 2. Deer Island, May 22,

Because of the lack of suitable nesting sites, the Willet was never
found breeding on the mainland, but it docs nest commonly on the
. islands. Each year | estimated that approximately ten pairs bred in the
- wide stretch of open sale marsh in the ceater of Deer Island. A similar
number can likewise be found on the outer islands. A characteristic nest
was found on Deer Island on May 29, 1936, that held four partly incu-
bated eggs. It consisted of a slight hollow in the ground lined with fine -
grasses and was so well concealed that it would have been passed unaoticed
“bad not the incubating bird flushed from almost under foot. I never
succeeded-in recording the eastern race during the winter months. On the
basis of actual specimens taken then it appears that breeding birds com-
pletely desert their breeding grounds on the Gulf coast early in the
fall and do not return 2gain until late in March or early in April,
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Carvirrorsors SEMIPALMATUS INORNATUS (BrREWSTER)
WESTERN WiLrpT
L1935 1 2 1 9 Dees Island, July 24, August 23, 1936 2 4.2 9, Deer
iszind\G.\.[.}g.‘ 9. November 24, Detember 26 1 2, Gulfport, August 18, 19357:

P o July 4 Aczust 22 1938: 5 9, Guifport, January 22, Auzust 17,
1939: 1 &, Gulfpar, May 29. 1940: 1 ¢, Guifport, July 6.

Detember 24

Excent for the month of June, the Western Willer was found on the
oast throughout the year. Usually one or two birds were seen feeding
with other shore birds on 2 stretch of open beach, flocks of 2ppreciable
size being scarce. The izrgest number observed at 0n¢ time was a flock of
irteen ac Gulfport on May 4. 1938,

AREN 4RI INTERPRES MORINELLA {LINNAEUS)
Runoy Tirnstone

1936 1 7. Deer Istana, August 130 1937; 1 2, Deer Lilund, August 1i: 1 §
i, Gulfport. September o: 1 2.1 2. Ship Island, Sepiember 12,7 1938- 2 Q.

Gulfpes, January 22, Mar 3001 2, Deer Island, August 2. 1939, 3 3, Gulfport,
May 19 December 26 1 2, Deer Island, June 30 19410 27 9 Pler Island,
Qctuber 5.

The Turnstone was found 1o be g fairly common winter resident on the
Mississiopi coast, appearing early in August, and lingering in the spring
until laze in May. It was never observed in large aumbers. One of two
Sirds. marely small Hocks, were scen feeding on the beaches and sand-
bars with other shore birds, The largest flocks noted were one of ten
birds szen on Ship Islind on Seprember 12, 1937, another of twelve at
Gulfrert on December 10, 1937, and one of cight at Gulfport on
March 21, 1938. Extreme dartes of occurrenée are August 2 (1938) (Dcer
Island) and May 30 (1938) (Guifport.)

Liunooroses criseys GRISEL'S (GMELINY
Eastery Dowircner

1936: 3 2,1 ¢, Deer Island, July 16. August 13, 1937: 2 2 » ¢, Deer
sland, July 11, Auvgust 11 and 2%, September 11 2 27 ) 2. Cat Istand. July 24:
» $aip Island, Septemmber 12 1938: 2 8.1 2, July zn, August 13 1939:

2 %, Drer Island, September 18, October 7and 13 1940: 1 3. 3 2., Drer
sland, Muay 25 and 30, September 6, November 5. 1941 1 d.2 9., Deer Island,
farch 21, July 21, August 26; 1 9, Gulfport, July 1. 1042 1 &, Cat Island,
fay 10, i
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Although a common fall transient, the Dowitcher was extremely scarce
ia the spring and rarely seen then. Owver a period of eight years, it was
recorded only five times, once in February (Deer Island, February 15,
19423, once in March (Deer Island, March 21, 1941), and three times in

May ¢(Deer Island. May 25 and 30, 1940, and Car Island, May 10, 1942). 7
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In the fall it was never noted in large numbers, but small flocks were of
Common occurrence on the open beaches from early in July until late
in September or carly in October feeding with other shore birds. Only
_once was this species observed later than the middle of October. The larg-
est flock was one seen on Deer Island on August 16, 1941, that heid
seventeen individuals, although on Cat Istand, on July 24, 1937, scatterced
small flocks totaling sixty of these birds were noted. Extreme dates of
occurrence for these fall transients are July 1 (1941) (Gulfporty and
November 5 (1940) (Deer Island).

Rather surprising, and difficult to explain, was the complete absence of
the Long-billed Dewitcher (Limnodromnus grisens scolopacens) on the
Mississippi coast. Since it is 2 common transient and winter resident in
southern Louisiana, it was cenfidently looked for in southern Mississippi,
- but 2t no time did I observe a single individual suspected of being the
; ong-billed race.

CAPELLA DELICAT A (Ozrp)
WILsON SnipE

1936: 2 &, Bay St Louis, December 4, 1942 1 8. Deer Island, February 15.

1943: 1 2, Deer Island, Apnl s,

- This well-known game bird occurs commonly on the Mississippi coast
during the winter months, appearing in the fill late in Scptember, and
lingering in the spring until early in May. Tavariably an increase in
numbers was noted late in February and in March, when, as on March 11,
1941, as many as thinty of these birds were flushed in one marshy field
at Gulfport. Although most frequently observed on the mainland and on
Deer Island, it was also noted on the outer islands (Cat Island, January
15, 1938, and Horn Island, January 21, 1939}, Extreme dates of oc.
- Currence are September 20 (1937) and May 6 {1941},

PHILOHELA MINOR (GMELIN)
AMERICAN WoobCock

In view of the abundarice of this specics in southern Louisiana during
the winter months its scarcity on the Mississippi coast was rather surprising.
Rarely were more than one or two of these birds seen during the course
of a winter and there were occasional years when not g single bird was
recorded. Extreme dates of occurrence, based on 2 total of nine records.
are October 30 (1938) and February 11 (1940).
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CALIDRIS CANUTUS RUFUS (WILSON)
AMERICAN KnoT
1936: 1 3, Gulfpor-. Seprember 28, 1938: 2 &, Drer Island, June 11, Sep.
tember 24, 1941: 1 2, Deer lsland, October 29,
The Knot is apparently cne of the scarcest of the shore birds occurring
on the Mississippi coast, for in addition to the specimens listed above
there are only two ciher records, both from Deer Island. A single bird

was seen there on September §, 1939, and two were seen on July 21, 1941,

CRocsTHIA ALBA (PALLAS)
SANDERLING

1935: 1 2,2 2, Dwer iznd, July 24, September 2, 1936: 1 &, Duer Island,
October 7: 1 @, Gulfp.rt, Dezember 6. 1937: 2 &, 2 2, Ship Island. May 7,
S«:pt_cmbc: 12, 1938 2 2, Dzer Island, Juae 21, August 6. 1939 2 2, Uz,
Guliport, January 27, Mev 13 zad 3151 8.1 2, Deer Iilund, June 3. November
11, 19407 2 &. Deer fuand. December 21, 19420 4 &, Devr Island, February 13
and 15; 1 2. Gulipurr, Augus: 17, :

The Sanderling is withou: question the commonest shore bird of the
Mississippi Gulf coast. With the exception of a brief interval late in June
and in July small flacks can be found throughout the year feeding on
stretches of beach. It appears that many individuals spend only a very
short time on their breeding grounds in the far north, for adults in full
breeding plumage were seen s late as June 24 (1938), and on their return
migration as carly as July 21 (1941). Normally, however, these birds
were not noted after the At week of June, nor before the ond of July.

Eezuneres pusiLtys (LINNAEUS)
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER

1936 4 &. 1 €, Deer Iiland, June 2 and 21, September 13, 1938 [ 2,
Guifport, May 29, 19390 1 2.2 2, Deer Island, May 20 and 27, 19400 1 3.
Guifport, May 8: 4 2, 2 2, Deer Island, May 10, June 18, December 210 1942:
1 &, Lyman, May 12: t 2, Deer Island, September 22

Next to the Sanderling, this species is the commonest shore bird on the

Mississippi Gulf coast, smail flocks being seen throughout the larger part

of the year where there are stretches of open beach. There is the usual
brief interval late in June and in July when none was scen. So appar-
catly these little sandpipers likewise spend but a short time on their
breeding grounds in the far north. In the spring small flocks are of
common occurrence through the first week in June, my latest record
being - June 21 (1936). It is wsually the latter part of July before
similar small flocks zre again observed; the earliest date of arrival is
July 11 (1937).
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EreuNerEs Maurt CABANIS
WESTERN SANDPIPER

; 1936: 2 &, Ship Island, June 26, 1937 1 2,1 2, Deer EEEand, Tuly 7.
‘December 13; 1 4 im. Gulfport, Auvzuse 1%; 1 &, Ship Island, September 12.
1938: 1 &, 1 2, Gulfport. July 15 and 143 1 @, Deer laland, July 20, 1939:
‘1 &, Deer Island, October 13, 19402 2 &, Deer Island, January 13, December 73
'3 A.2 9, Guliport, April 29, July 11, 1941: 1 @, Deer Island, July 21,

Qaly during the summer months was this species recorded with any
“degree of frequency, but since it is difficult to scparate in the ficld from
the Semipalmated Sandpiper, it may have been overlooked during fall
and winter. The one record for the spring months is that of twe birds
seen at Gulfport on April 27 and 29, 1940. A small flock of four birds
noted on Ship Island on June 26, 1936, may have been non-breeding
" individuals, although by the middle of July additional flocks are uvsually
found on the open beaches, Average dates of arrival (bascd on specimens
taken) are July 7, 1937; July 13, 1938, and, July 11, 1940. The few
definite records for the winter, all from Deer Island, are small flocks scen
. December 13, 1937, and January 13 2nd December 7, 1940,

Eroria susericed (VIEILLOT)
LEAST SANDPIPER

1936: 1 &. Bay St. Louis, November 21, 1937: 1 @, Deer Island, July 2L
1940 2 3.1 %, Gulfport, May 17 and 22, November 20 1941: 17 @, Deer
Island, May 15. 1942: 1 @, Deer Istand, September 22.

Although occurring on the Mississippi coast during most of the year,
the Least Sandpiper was fairly common only late in April and in May,
and again the latter part of July and August. For an interval of six weeks,
from the end of May until the middle of July, none of these birds were
noted, and late in the fall and in winter moaths only an occasional small
flock was scen. The latest date of departure in the spring is May 27
(1940). and for arrival in the fail, July 13 (1938).

Eroria ruscicoLLts (VEEILLOT)
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER
1936: 2 9, Deer Island, June 2 and 21, 1940: 2 &, Gulfport, April 27
" and 29,
The White-rumped Sandpiper was found to be one of the [east common
of the shore birds occurring on the Mississippi coast, and was noted only
at infrequent intervals in the spring. Dates of occurrence are represented

by the specimens listed above.
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EroLia sairpil (COUES)
BAIRD» SANDPIPER
1942: 1 &, Lyr:‘..m..‘\'ovcmbcr 10,
The only record for the occurrence of this species on the Mississippi
coast is the specimen listed above. This constitutes, so far as I am aware,
the second definite record for the State. -

Erorid mELaNoTOS (VIEILLOT)
PECTORAL SANDPIPER

1 4, Deer Isla{ld, Scpfcmbcr 11: 1 @, Gulfport, (}crobr:r'lﬁ. 1938 1
S1E. Deer Island, Juiv 20, September 1. 19400 1 3, Deer Island, Murch v,
1943: + 9, Gulfport, April 701 3, Deer Island, April 24.

Th: Pectoral Sandpiper is apparently a regular but somewhat scarce
transisnt on the Mississippi coast. Although seen both in the spring and
in the fall, it was noted only at infrequent intervals. Rarely were more
than fdve or six individuals found feeding together, although on one
occasion, on March ¢, 1940, = flock of twenty was scen on Deer Island
on a mud flat exposed by the low tide. My extreme dates for the spring
migrzzion are March 9 (1940) and April 24 (1943), and for the fall
migrzzion, July 20 (1938) and October 15 (1937

EroLiA ALPINA SARHALINA (VIEILLOT)
RED-BACKED SANDPIPER

19:5: 1 &, Deer Island, October 21, 1938: 3 2, Deer Islund, June 2, Ocober
L Nowember 13, 1937 1 2, Guifpurr, Qctober 20 1939: 2 %, Deer Island, May
7. December 19, 1940: 3 &, 1 &, Deer Island, November 5 and 30, Decembet
1. 194l: 1 &, Deer Iland, Ocober 2951 &, 1 2, Gulfporr, December 12,

The Red-backed Sandpiper is a common winter resident on the Missis-
sippi coast. numerous small docks being scen on the stretches of open
beach throughout the winter months. The species must be a rather hardy
bird, for it was the last of the shore birds to arrive in the fall, and was
onc of the first to depart in the spring. The first small flocks did not
usualle appear until the middle of October, or later, and only on a few
occasions did 1 find it after the middle of May. Extreme dates of occur-
rence are QOctober 2 (1937) and June 2 (1936).

2
2

MICROPALAMA HIMANTOPUS (BONAPARTE)
STILT SANDPIPER
1940: 1 &, Deer Island, April 13.
This species is another of the shore birds that is rarely seen on this
stretch of coast. In addition to the specimen listed zbove, there is only
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"ode other record for its occurrence, 2 bird noted on Dcer Island on
‘August 11, 1937, feeding at the edge of a pool on a sandbar exposed
by the low tide.

- TRYNGITES sysruErcoLLls (VIEILLOT)

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER

1940: 1 @, Deer Island, September 6.
The specimen listed above s the only record for the occurrence of this

'.generally rare sandpiper on the Mississippi coast.

Family PEALAROPODIDAE

STECANOPUS TRICOLOR VIEILLOT
WirsoN PHALAROPE

1938: 1 @, Deer [sland, September 1.
. There are no other records for the occurrence of this phalarope on the
- Mississippi coast. This particular bird was in full winter plumage, and
- was found feeding with a flock of Lesser Yellowlegs on a sandbar exposed
by the low tide.
' Family LARIDAE
LARYS DELAW ARENSIS ORD

RING-BILLED GULL
; 1936: 1 4. Gulfport, December 18, 1937: 1 2 im., Gulfport, February 26.
21938: 1 9. Gulfport, November 25, 1939: 1 3, 2 @, Deer Island, March 10.

-1940: 2 2, Gulfpurt, November 12, Ducember 19, 1941: 1 €, Deer Island, May
21, 1942: 1 9, Deer [sland, Muarch 21, 1943: 1 @, Guifport, January 18,

The Ring-billed Gull is a common winter resident on the Mississippi
" coast. Scattered small flecks are seen daily from early Qctober uatil the
‘end of April. Each yeara few non-breeding birds lingered throughout the
* summer months : so actual dates of arrival and departure have been difficult
to determine, Two adults scen with Laughing Gulls on Deer Island on
: Septemnber 25, 1941, were unquestiombly new arrivals and reprf:sentcd
. my carlicst date for the appearance of this species in the fall. Early in
. May there is a noticeable decrease in the number of these birds observed,
and for an interval of over four months only two or three are scen in the
course of a day.
LARUS ARGENTATUS SMITHSONIANUS COUTS

HERRING GULL
1935: t & im., Deer Island. December 4. 1941: 1 @ im., Deer Island, Sep-
tember 25. 1942: 1 @ im., Gulfport, January 17.
This familiar gull is likewisc a common winter resident on the Missis-
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sippi coast. appearing late in September and being rarely seen after the
frst day of Mzy., Rather noticeable, was the complete absence of adulrs
throughout the winter months. On more than ene occasion, flocks totaling
over two hundred of these birds were noted in the course of a day, :anl
wizhout exception all were in immature plumage. My two records for adult
birds on Deer Island are March 21, 1942, and March 19, 1943, These
were aprarently new arrivals that had wintered clsewhere, It appears thar,
to = very large extent, the more mature birds do not come this far south
in the fall, whereas the yrung of the year invariably do. Extreme dates
of occurrence for Immature binds are September 23 (1941} and May 29
(1936). There is one record for the summer months, a single individual
thar was seen on Deer Island on June 30, 1937.

Lares v persnrErs GUNNERUS
Gravcous GuLL

The one record for this species is that of a single bird scen at Gulfport
on December 22, 1941, Ordinarily I would be rather reluctant to list a
bird so rire 25 this on the basis of a sight record, but under the circum-
stznces 1 have no hesitation in doing se. The individual in question
appeared after severzl days characterized by heavy rain and a strong
sguthwess wind, and when first noticed was resting with a large flock of
Herring Gulls on a2 stretch of open beach fronting the harbor. It was
possible to approach within 50 yards of it, where its size (larger than
the Herring Gull) and the white primaries left no question as to its
identificazion. This is the first record for this species for Mississippi, znd
apparently only the second record for the entire Gulf area.

Loarus arzicirra (LINNALUS)
LavcHinG GuLL

‘.1955.” 1 2. Deer Island, Avgest 1611 8 im., Gulfport. Decemnber 310 1937
! 2.1 % im., Deer Island, June 30, Aupust 130 1938: 1 2, Deer Island, July 8.
1940: 1 2, 1 %, Guifport. Iine 19, November 26, 1941: 1 2. 3 2, Gulfport,
_Ta.?uar*.- 28, Mar 25, June 1§, December 110 19420 1 3,1 2, Gulfport, March 13,
Jely 15,

Although to a large extent 2 resident specics on the Mississippi coast,
the Lavghling Gull is not known to nest there. The nearest breeding
colonies are on the Isle au Pitre off the Louisiana coast. There is usually
an interval in mid-winter, and again late in the spring, when compara-
tively few of these birds are seen, but there is no uniformity in this fluctua-
tion in aumbers. Some years they may be almost completely absent from
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Jate in November until early in March, while other years small flocks were |
noted during this period at infrequent intcrvals, Invariably, however, 2
rceptible increase occurs in March, and by the end of the month birds
in full breeding plumage are abundant. There is another partial hiatus
from carly May throughout June, but by the first week in July these gulls
are abundant again, and of general distribution on the Sound.

Larys pHiLapELPHia (ORD)
BonaparTE GULL

1936: 1 ¢. Bay St Louis, November 21, 1938: 1 9, Gulfport, November 23,
1939: 2 &, Gulfporr, January 28, May 197 1 & . Deer Island, February 22 1940:
1 @, Deer Island, May 10. 1941: 1 9. Gulfpurt, February 2: 1 &, 1 ¢, Decr
Island, May 15 and 21. 1942: 1 2, Bay St Louis, February 14.

This little gull winters commenly on the Mississippi coast, usually
cccurring in small flocks from fate mn November until the middle of May.
Oaly rarcly was it seen in any numbers, the largest concentration being
noted at Guilfport on March 8, 1942, when twenty-one of these birds
were found resting on 2 sandbar exposed by the low tide. Extreme dates
of occurrence are November 10 (1940) and May 21 (1941).

CHLIDONIAS NIGRA SURINAMENSIS (GMELIN}
Brack TERN

1936: 1 &. Gulfport, August 16, 1937: 2 &, Gulfport, July 1, October 23

1 2, Deer Island, August 13, 1938:1 3,1 2 im., Gulfport, July 22, August 20;
1 &. Woolmarket, August 1. 1940 1 &, Deer Island, May 13, 1941 1
2. Gulfport, June 5. 1942: 1 2, Gulfport, May 21 1 2. Deer Esland, August 20.

The Biack Tern is a rather scarce transient in the spring, having been
noted only three years out of the eight spent on the coast. It was un-
recorded in the spring until 1940, when small flocks were seen at the
extreme western end of Deer Island on May 13, May 21, and on May 30.
In 1941 similar small flocks were scen at Gulfport on May 6 and June 5,
and on Deer Island on May 21; whereas in 1942 my one record is that
of a single bird found on 2 'pond at Lyman on May 2. In the fall, how-
ever, it proved to be fairly common, and was frequently observed from
the middle of July uatil late in September. An exceptionally cacly date of
arrival is Junc 26 (1937), a flock of twelve of these terns being scen that
day at Gulfport. On only one occasion were these birds noted in numbers,”
the average flock comprising from three or four to twelve or fifteen in-
dividuals. On August 23, 1938, fully a hundred Black Terns were found
feeding in the harbor at Gulfport. Even though always present until the
end of September, comparatively few were scen during October, my latest
date of departure being October 13 (1936).
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GELOCHELIDON NILOTICA ARANEA (WiLsoN)

GuLL-BILLED TERN

The Gull-billed Tern is of rather limited occurrence on the Mississippg
coast. It was recorded by both Ernest G. Holt and Arthur H. Honl?elz]
{.\I_.\S) as apparcotly breeding on Petit Bois Island in 1913, and two males
in the study collection of the Mississippi Game and Tish Commission,
Jackson, were tiken zt Horn Island on June 6 and 25, 1941. However
thc;:t are no records for the mainland, nor any cvidence at present thx;
_thxs SPCCies OCCUTS even in migration anywhere except on the outer
1slands.

HYDROGFRUGNE CASPIA IMPERATOR (COUES)
CaspPiaN TERN
25, Searermot 1 1950 10 B T et 35 8 Cutfport Juae

This conspicuous tern is fairly common on the Mississippi  coast
throughout the year. Scarzred small flocks are scen almost daily, The
Species 15 most numerous lzte in the fall and in winter when birJdS that
nested farther north join the focks that are resident on the Gulf coast.
Flocks of any considerable size are rarely noted. More often than not,
one or two birds can be found feeding in the shallow waters of the Sound
alonz with other terns.

STECNA HIRUNDO HIRUNDG LINNAEDS
Common TERN

Au;l_i.:ﬂzf,l 15:3:1 Gg_rgi—ir{p_(]: ;;[S:Ly 632 3,1 2, Deer Islund, June 26, July 27,

I recorded the Common Tem but once in the spring, a flock of eight
birds being scen May 6, 1941, in the harbor at Gulfport. The fgur
specimens taken in 1941 are evidence that the species occurs as a fall
transicat, but the fact must be admitted that the actual status of the
species at this season of the year is yet to be worked out. In both the
tmemature and winter plumages it is rather difficult to distinguish from
the Forster Terns that are so abundant at that time. Although hrccords are

few in number, it possibly occurs regularly during the summer and early '

fall months.
StEzN4 ForSTER! NUTTALL
ForsTER TERN

1935: 1 3, Deer Island, July 24, 1936: 3 2,1 9, Bay St. Louis, March 3
June 6, D'_-c:.-mbe: 41 1 3, Dwver Island, September 19. 12’37: 1 L:‘;‘H é;lrfporjtz
Avgust 93 13, Dewr Island, September 11, 19380 42, 12 im. 19 im. Gulfport
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ﬁiy 2 and 6, August 5 and 21, October 23 1 @ im., Deer Island, August 6.
939: 4 &, Bay St. Louis, February 18, March 115 2 &, Gulfport, February 27,
October 8. 1940: 3 &.1 9, Deer Island, May 18, July 24, November 13, 4 3, 2
¢, Gulfport, July 2 and 23, September 20 and 24, October 6 and 2751 3. 1 2,
Bay St. Louis, December 26, 1941: 1§, Bay St. Luuis, January 25: 4 4.
Gulfport, April 7, August 1, September 19 and 24; 2 2, Deer Island, Qctober 5
cand 21, 1942: 9 3.5 9. Gulfport, March 15 and 27, May 4, July 28, August'7,
21 and 29, September 14, October 25, Novernber 6 and 16, December 251 &, Deer
"Island, September 16, 1943: 1 &, 1 2, Gulfport, January 18, May 7: 1 &, Deer
“ Island, March 2.

The Forster Tern is not known to nest here, although it ts a resident
- species on the Mississippi coast and is abundant cxcept for a brief interval
uring the winter months. The acarest known brecding colonies are on
the neac-by Louisiana coast, off the moutl of the Pearl River. Afrer the
“middle of May there is a noticeable decrease in the number of these birds
“seen, but throughout June and carly in July small flocks are by no means
" wncommon ; these may have been birds that had not reached sufficient
maturity to breed. Early in November the large flocks that are so
pumerous after the middle of July gradually disappear, and after the first
of December, and until early in March, no Forster Terns can, with onc
‘exception, be scen on this stretch of coast. Each year a limited number
" of these birds can be found about a cluster of old pilings standing close
to the shore a short distance west of Bay St. Louis. Some years there arc
‘thirty, other years as few as twelve, but T oever failed to find these terns
. at this place throughout the entire winter, although clsewhere they are
" completely absent. There is only a single winter record at Guifport, a bird
* seen there January 18, 1943,

STERNA ALBIFRONS ANTILLARUM {LESSON)
Least TERN

1936: 2 3, Deer Island, August 6, September 1351 &, 2 2, Gulfport, August
g and 19. 1937: 4 3. 2 @, Deer Island, April 21, August 133 1 4, Gulfpore,
August 5. 1938: 3 4.2 2, Gulfpure, April 13, July 6, September 3. 1939: 1 3,
I @, Gulfporr, April 22, May 13: 1 &, Deer Tsland, July 211 1 &, Gulfpor,
July 27. 1941: 2 &, 1 2, Deer Island, May 15, June 7 and 265 1 juv. &, Deer
Island, August 2. 1942: 3 3, 1 2., Gulfport, April 26, July 13 and 17, September
18. 1943 3 2, Gulfport, April 11, May 3: 1 2, Deer Island, May 15.

This dimunitive tern is 2 fairly common breeding bird on the Missis-
sippi coast, Small colonics nest on all the islands and at onc place on the
mainland, a stretch of open beach fronting the Gulfport harbor. At a
small colony visited by me on Cat Island on July 24, 1937, the young -
were possibly half grown. Fulily grown young of the year, however, were
seen with their parents as carly as July 16 (1942), resting on the railing
of a pier at Gulfport. It is usually after the middle of April before these
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birés appear in the spring. and they are invariably gone by the end of
Sertember. Extreme dates of occurrence are April 11 (1943) and Septem.
ber 26 (1v37).

STERNA ALLIFRONS aTHAL 15505 BURLEIGH AND LOWERY
- INTERIOGR LEAST TERN
> 2,2 2. Gulfpor, August 19, Seprember 8 and 28, 1937: 1 ¢ i,

ot September 220 1938 3 2, 1 2, Gulfport, June 1, August §, 17, 21, 1nd
- Dreer Island, August 250 1939: 1 &, Drer Island, September 27, 1941:

3 7.3 2. Guliparr, May 3 :nd 14, June 8, July 25, September 24 4 2, 1 =
Dezr Islard, May 21, June 70 Auguost 2, September 15, 19425 1 8,2 %, Deer
Island April 27, July 31, August 280 1 4 im., Lyman, August 12. 1943: 1 3.
Guifport, Seprember 2,

Thais well-marked race occurs on the coast as a fairly common, transient,
both in the spring and in the fall. The perceptibly darker upper parts
reacily separate this race from the breeding birds with which it associates
untl rather late in the spring. There is invariably an interval, however,
from carly in June untl lite in July when no birds of this intcrior race
are noted. It apparently does not arrive in the spring until carly in May,
but fts departure in the fall occurs late in September, as is also true of
QRPN

THALASSEUS 2aXIuMus MaNiiys (BODDAERT)
Rovar Terx
_ 3601 2, Gulfpert, August 141 2 &, Round Islaad, September 311 2, Bay
St. Louis, December 40 19380 1 2.3 2, Gulfport, Jure 10 and 24, August 22,
1940 1 %, Buy 31 Louds, Jamuary 2551 €, Gulfport, July 22,

Tee Roval Tern is another species that is resident on the Mississippi
ccast. The species is abundant throughout the year, bur was not found to
nest. Nevertheless it breeds commonly on many of the islands off the
Lou:sizna coast. and it is apparcntly from that area that Mississippi coast
birds appear in large numbers, This supposition is at least partly confirmed
by the fact that the female taken on June 24, 1938, at Gulfport, from a
flock of rwenty of these terns held an cgg that would have been laid
within 24 hours. There is little fluctuation in numbers from month to
mon:h. The flocks that are seen on this part of the coast arc as Aumerous
in mid-winter as they are in mid-summer,

THALASSEUS SANDIUICENSIS ACUFLAIIDUS (CaBor)
CaeoTr TERN

2. Deer Island, August 16, 1936: 2 5.1 2, Deer Island, May
1 T

193 1
2, Giifport, June $1 1 &, 1 2. Deer Island, August 13
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“and 25. 1940: 1 &, Deer Island, May 21. 1941: 1 &, Deer Island, May 10 1
¢ &, Gulfport, October 19,

- This species 15 by far the least common of the terns occurring on the

Mississippi coast, for with few exceptions one or two birds were scen

_ at infrequent intervals during May and again late in July and in August.
© On oaly two occasions were sizable flocks noted. On May 29, 1936, forty
_of these birds were seen on Deer Island, resting with an equal number of
. Black Skimmers on an expanse of beach; on May 21, 1940, thirty were
. found at the same place. A single bird observed at Gulfport Octaber 19,

1941, is, by almost two months, my latest record for this species in the
fall; otherwise the latest record is August 25 (1938}, Other exceptional
dates are June 3, 1938 (the only Junc record), and April 26, 1940 (other-

. wise not recorded before May 10).

Family RYNCHOPIDAE

R}'NCHOP.Y NIGRA NIGRA LINN:\EUS
BLACK SKIMMER

1935: 1 2. Guifport. December 31, 1937: 2 &, 1 2, Gulfport, January 5,
August 12, 1938: 1 &, Deer Island, June 213 2 &, Gulfport, July 22, August
29, 1941: 1 &, 1 2, Gulfport, January 6: 1 2, Deer Island, October 5, 1943:
1 &, Gulfport, January 17. .

The Black Skimmer was found nesting in small numbers on Petit
Bois Island by both Ernest G. Helt and Arthur H. Howell (MSS) but
apparently breeds nowhere else on the Mississippi coast. However, there
are large breeding colonics on Isle au Pitre, off the coust of scutheastern
Louistana, and since this island is only a few miles west of Cat Island, it
is not surprising that skimmers occur regularly on the Mississippi Sound
during the summcr months, Although fuirly common at this scason of
the year, these birds attain their greatest numbers on this part of the
coast during the winter months. In contrast with the Laughing Gull, this
species appears to desert the Louisiana coast to a large extent when winter
approaches, and to move castward to the shallow waters of the Mississippi
Sound. This movement occurs during ecarly December, and for several
months thercafter Black Skimmers are amazingly abundant. Usually they
can be found in scattered flocks during the greater part of the day, resting
on the sandbars a short distance out from the shore. Year after year I
estimated that fully ten thousand of these birds winter on the Mississippi
coast. Qualy rarcly do these flocks contain more than a few hunrdred indi-
viduals, zlthough on one occasion, on December 22, 1941, a flock was
secn estimated at five thousand.
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Family Corumemat
ZENAIDULA MACROIRA CARULINENSIS {LINNAEUS)
Eastzan MourninGg Dove
1935: 1 2,1 2, Suudier, Nove
vems s + duucier, November § and 12, 1937: 1 4, Deer Inland, No

This faril: . )
o ?::rf::atl;ir Oblji is. cc.>m’mon and is generally disiribured throughour
mair;.l.md znd on pal[ ti[:cisljszjsafgn'g e o Dot bath on e
Horn Island, cach lying 16 mil‘cs or?;l:oisenzn-cm? Ofn P hind and
Early in November birds that nested f.uthc; no &; . i i o
and are present until carly in February, Aftcrrtthipr;;;rdllf i,
jﬁi_\ostc.lércj:ﬂc:mia.xrs‘a—rc S(':_(:n. Brc;.cding activitics extend over Zf Pii:;-‘;
o -;{ 5. for n.e>ts holding ¢ggs can be found as carly as the
rcco:[e~‘.3,;- arc_h. and as I.Ate as the end of August. My carliest i;recdin-*
dm‘s: b:;ﬂ,j; cg;ryo:lngdblrd, full.}' ﬁfidgcd .:md out of the nest for sc—vcrf%
s e on D siand on April 13, 1940. The latest breeding record
s nest found on Deer Island on August 25 19338, that held
wo newly hatched young. ) , , C

COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA PASSERINA {LINNAEUS)
EasTeRN Grounp Dove
193G z ewer s i
2361 2 2, Desr Island, October 30, November 29: 1 2

2. 193701 2 uci t
L1957 2, daudier. December 1 39
¥. Deer Iulund, February 28, ' 6 193901

7. Gulfporr, Novemb
?. Deer Inand, March l»’i.( ' 1914;::

LandiL IV

The presence of the ‘
] P ¢ of the Ground Dove as a transicat in southe Mississippi
was totally unexpected, So f eus] breadios
s f-;), o Pq <=0 tiras I am aware there are no actual breedine
3 T s , A ;. T ‘
boum:.'n i c, ..;altc. Therefore the birds that appeared cach fall i;
> e PSslssizpl must have come from the east, rather than from
UI¢ norti. el i 1 7 :
B }‘ qu Hdox\c;l (1424) gives the status of this specics in Alabama as
ocal and rather uncommon 1d ! h
: ) resident e the southe {
Byt - : southern third of the
: opersonal experience I am of th ini m
- € opimion that this stateme
. ) .
epplics also to Georeia, The it is di ' o
corga. Thercfore, it is difficulr
ppliss ako to understand why
o - : b ) win wily a4
,folm.gonnd:_rcd resident within its' range should appear wit} } h
regularity ¢a o Aficaiceimm] N o
regulanty <ach f2ll on the Mississippi coast, and why there shouid be this

.L“C’ECLC‘ to Migrare west Iélthcl tha“ sou h nt T o -Mmains
th mto FIO dﬂ ThC f-lct em
- A

hO\x v - X Glle CAL, n ct Cr. a I 3 S¢en
£r, that C‘:lch }eaf [h(. Gfouﬂd DO'H Pi) 31 O Ob , an 13
< cquent ntervals o ¢ mam J.lld an n ” { ] the ‘C
s gl 1 tery I 0 t]l a [ d o} * 1 {
15 dS Un[il h I :
3 ot D(’C\. . P L y :
i T bf' ' It J'i riy gy [h dOCS not remain th OU;:hO h(.‘ wintc
art T 3 3 3 T a2 t T

for I have no records for cit
¢ no records for cither January or for February. Extreme dates
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for the fall migration, when not morc than one or two birds were found
one place, are October 7 (1941) and December 26 (1936). In the
My few records, all

3t any
ing it was observed at rather infrequent intervals.

spri
for Deer Island, arc as follows: Two birds on March 4, 1939, onc on

February 28, 1942, and cne on March 19, 1943.

COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA PALLESCENS (BAIRD)
MexicaN Ground DOVE

2. 1937: 1 9. Decer lsland, November 23,

1936: 1 §. Gulfport, November 2 |
1 @, Cat Isiand, October 23. 1942: 1 &,

1940: 1 €. Gulfport, Cctober 20;
Gulfport, Octuber 28.

* The specimens listed above were compared with birds from southern
Texas and eastern Mexico, and were found to be typical of this western
race. Since they represent practically half the Ground Doves collected on’
the Mississippi coast, they seem (o indicate a migration from west to cast
ced as there is from east to west. This presents an even

just as pronoun
seasonal movements of this

more complex problem with respect to the
species, and indicates how much is yet to be learned concerning the habits

of supposedly weli-known birds.

Family CUCULIDAE

Coccyzus ERYTHROPTIALAMUS (WILSON)
Bracx-pintin CUCKOO

1936: 1 3. Horn Island, August 21 1939: 2 &, Gulfpart, May 14, October 1.
1940: 2 9. Deer Island, May 16, September 12, 19410 1 & . Deer Island, August
21; 1 & im.. Gulfpoetr, September 14, 19428 1 Q. Deer lsland, May 13,

The Black-billed Cuckoo occurs as a rather scarce transient on the
coast. Frequently the species went uncbserved during an eatire spring or
fall, and it was never recorded more than two or three times in the course
of a year. Extreme dates of occurrence for the spring migration are May 5
(1937) and May 16 (1940}, and for the fall migration, August 21 (1936

and 1941) and October 1 (1939).

COCCYZUS AMERICANUS AMERICANUS (LINNAEUS)
Yeirow-siLLen CUCKOO

1936: 1 4.1 9, Saucier, May 26, October 2; 1 & im., 1 @ im., Deer Island,
July 31, Qctober 13. 1938: 13, 19, Gulfport, June 12, October 257 1 2, Deer
Island, October 29. 1939: 1 2, Gulfport, October 15. 1940: 1 @, Ship Island,
April 1o: 1 3. Cat Island, May 5, 1 &, Deer Island, May 25. 1941: 1 &, 2 Q.
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Deer Island, April 3, August 9, Qcober 11,
10, w43: 1 2, Deer Island, May 24,

1942: 1 3 im., Deer Isiand, Auguse
The Yeilow-billed Cuckoo is a fairdy common summer resident on the
. mainland, 2ppearing in the spring early in April (rarely late in Marchy,
and lingering 1o the fall unil the end of October, A characteristic breed-
ing record is that of 2 nest found at Saucicr on June 7, 19335, that held
three incubated egps, and that was located 3 feet from the ground in g
dogwood in the open pine woods. Since the species does not occur on
the islands during the swrnmer months, it was possible to get interesting
and rather comrlete migration data there that would have been extremely
difficalt, if not impossible, to sceure on the mainland. Oa Deer Isiand
spring transients were present throughout all of April and most of May;
the latest date of occurrence was May 25 (1940), when five of these birds
were seen fceding in the live oaks. On the outer islands I found the
Yellow-biiled Cuckoo extremely abundant on occasions during May. Such
was the case on Ship Island on May 7, 1937, and May 1, 1940, and on Cat
Island on May 5, 1940, and May 10, 1942. The southward movement in
the fall begins much earlier than is generally realized for on Deer Island
two birds. unquestionably fall transients, appeared in 1936 on Juiy 31,
Other years this species invariably was recorded there in early August.
On Cat Island it sometimes appeared even carlier; several birds were
observed there on July 24, 1937, My earliest date of arrival in the spring
is March 28 (1v41) {Gulfport), and for departure in the fall, October 29
(1933) (Deer Island).

CROTHAPHAGA SULCIRUSTRIS SULCIRGSTRIS SWAINSON
GROOVE-BILLED ANI

1937: 1 =, Geliport, Nuvember 24

The specimen listed above is the only record for the occurrence of this -

species on the Mississippi Coast. When first poticed it was feeding alone
at the edge of a thicker at the side of 2 road, and proved to be quite tame
and easily approached.

Family TyTONIDAE

Ty1e ALEA PRATINCOLA (BONAPARTE)
AMERICAN BarN Owr
1942: 1 %, Gulfporr, May 35,
I have only wwo records for. the occurrence of the Barn Owl on the
coast. Single birds were seen in woods bordering a stream, a mile cast of
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Gulfport, on November 18, 1939, and May 5, 1942. The specics is
doubtless more common than the few records indicate.

Family STRIGIDAE

Or1vs 4510 FroripANes (Riboway)
Froripa ScreecH Owle

1927: 1 & im., Gulfport, August 10 1 €, Saucier, December 7. 19390 1 3.
“Gulfport, May 21,

This little ow! is fairly common and gencrally distributed on the main-
“Tand where it is found in many of the stretches of woods bordering the
- streams. I have no records from the islands. A critical examination of the
. specimens listed above shows clearly that the birds of the Gulf coast

" should be referred to the Florida race, both on the basis of size and color.

Bunio VIRGINIANUS VIRGINIANUS {GMELIN)
Grear HorNED Owl
1936: 1 @ im., Saucier, June 6. 1940: 1 €, Szucier, May 31.
I know of only one place on the coast where the Great Horned Owl
can be found with any degree of regularity—a lacge thickly wooded swamp
- a few miles east of Saucier. It doubtless occurs wherever conditions are
- suitable.
SPEGTYTO CUNICULARIA HYPUGAEL (BONAPARTL)
WESTERN BURROWING Owl

1937: 1 &, Gulfport, December 11, 1939: 1 3. Cat Island, November 1. 1940:
-1 &, Deer Island, October 26.

Although uncommon and rather infrequently scen, the Burrowing Owl
is apparently of regular occurrence on the Mississippi coast during the
winter months. Its preference is for the open beaches, especially those
bordered by dunes that afford the bird both shelter and the insect life on
which it principaily feeds. On January 18, 1941, a bird was found in the
open pine woods on Deer Island, but this was unusual enough to be
commented on in detail in my field notes for the day. There are no
records lzter than the middic of January, but it is possibie that an occa-
. sional bird remains until early spring.
STRIN VARIA GEORGICA LATHAM
Froripa Barren Ower
1936: 1 2. Gulfport, March 29. 1939: 1 9, Gulfport, November 18,

The species is the commonest and most characteristic owl of the Missis-
sippi Gulf coast. There zre probubiy no stretches of woods of any size
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bordering the numerous streams and bayous in which at least onc pair
canno: be found throughout the year. Since they are more or less diurnal
in their habits, they were recorded zlmost daily.

Asio FLAMMEDS FLAMMEUS (PONTOPPIDAN)
SHORT-EARED Owi

The one record for the Short-cared Owl on the coast is that of a
single bird seen November 23, 1937, In the strerch of open salt marsh
in the middle of Decr Island. Tt was restless and extremely wary, and
invarizbly dew when T was some distance away.

Family CAPRIMULGIDAE

CrorpeiLEs siNor sinork (J. R FORSTER)
EastERN NIGHTHAWK
1937 1 2. Skip lsland, Sepiember 120 19400 2 2.1 Q.‘ Gulfport, May 29
May 31, June 1. 19410 2 &, faucier, May 9, June 16: 1 &, Gulfport, June 5
1942; 1 3, Gulfper, May 16: 1 2, Gulfport, August 3.

On the basis of actual specimens taken, the northern race of the night-
hawk appears to be a rather scarce transicnt on the coast except for 2
bricf interval late in May and early in June. Each vear at this time flocks
of from ten 1o thimy birds <zn be found late in the afterncon feeding low
overhead. Specimens collected were clearly referable o minor rather than
to chazmans. A tather late date for the spring migration 1s June 16 (1941},
but the male tzken that day 1 Saucier. from a flock of nine nighthawks
feeding over an open field, has a wing measurement of 198 mm.; the
maximum for cheoman (Ridgway, 1914, pt. 6, p. S74) 15 192 {average.
184.1). Further collecting in the fall will probabiy show this northern
race to be 2 regular and faizly commen transient at that time. Unfortu-
nately the flocks were almost without exception feeding high overhead,
and the opportunity of determining their identity by collection of speci-
mens was seldom possible.

CHORDEILES MINOR HOWwELLl OBERHOLSER
HowELL NIGHTHAWK ’
1939: 1 %, Guirport, October 11,
The specimen listed above is the only record for the occurrence of this
western race in Mississippl. It was compared with birds from the breeding
range of bowelli and was found to agree in every respect.
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CHORDEILES MINOR ASERRIENSIS CHERRIE
CHERRIE NIGHTHAWEK

1936: 1 &, Deer Island, April 10
This specimen is the only record for the occurrence of this Tcxas race

rin Mississippt. 1t was found resting at noon on 2 stretch of beach, and
tion at ence distinguished

when it flew upon my approach, its paler colora
it from the breeding birds of the island.

CHORDEILES MINOR CHapamANt COUES
Frorma NIGHTHAWK

1935: 2 &.1 9, Saucier. July 25 and 26. 1936: 1 9, Suucier, April 2651 &
im., 1 9. Gulfport, September 28 and 30. 1937: 1 &, Hern island, May 12,
1938: 1 4. Guliport, July 9. 1939 1 &, 1 ¢, Gulfport, May 30; 1 &, Deer
Island, June 21. 1940: 1 &, Cat Island, May 5; 1 &, Gulfport; June 1 1
4. Biloxi. June 20: 1 3, Deer Islund, July 4. 1941: 1 &, Gulfpurt, June 300 2
3. Deer Island, May 13, Aupust 2. 1942: 1 9. Gulfpurt, May 3, 1943: 1 2,
Gulfport, April 25,

This southern race of the Nighthawk is common and generally distrib-
uted throughout the summer months, both on the mainland and on the
islands. A few individuals were noted carly in April. but it is usually
after the middle of the month before many are scen, and it is the first of
May before these birds are present in any numbers, To some extent at
- Jeast, nesting must begin very soon after arrival from the winter guarters,
for a nest was found on Deer Island on May 9, 1939, that held two fresh
eggs. It is probable also that two broods arc frequently reared cach year,
for on July 4, 1940, I flushed two females from nests on Deer Island that
held in cach case two slightly incubated cggs. A common site for the

nest is a stretch of beach, although eggs or young were found equally
On the basis of specimens

often in open situations in the pine woods.
fall than Secptember 30

taken, chapmani was not recorded later in the
(1936). However, nighthawks were seen as late as October 23 (1935),
and ir is possible that many of the October records pertain to this southern
race.
CAPRIMULGUS CARQLINENSIS GMELIN
CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW

1935: 1 2, Deer Island, October 71936 1 9. Deer Island, Yuly 31. 194L:
1 @, Deer Island, May 1. .

The Chuck-will's-widow is a fairly common bird on the mainland during
the summer months. It usually appears shortly after the middle of April
and is rarely scen after the end of Scptember. Individuals were observed
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trom time to ume on Deer Island late in Apriland in May (May 1 and 15
1941, .Apr:I 2+ 22d Mzy 12, 1943) but [ have no evidence thar it :lCt‘L‘.S.“\:
nests there. Later records (July 31, 1936 and August 25, 1938) probabi;.-
Fertain to transients already on their way south. There is only a single
record for Cat Isiand, 2 bird flushed from the ground in the open p}—nc
vvoogs on Septumber 13, 1940. Extreme dates of occurrence for this
species are Apnil 13 (1943) and October 7 (1935).

CHPeIMULGLS VOCIFERUS POCiFERES WILSON
WHIP-POOR-WILL
. 919581'1; 25.”1‘:;9'.:‘ €1 gi'w':bcr 4 1938: 1 r‘,‘ Guifpurr, November 27, 194g;
Culfo s fslan ._.‘._:'J‘t..‘u:‘.l;.lz‘ 1 2, Cat Island, Seprember 13, 1941 ) 3
Pt oeptember I 10420 1 2, Gulfpurt, November i1,

This famliar guatsucker is a common fall transient both on the main-
land and on the islands. and is an uncommon winter resident on the
mainland. It is csually shortly after the middle of September whea the
fisst birds are dushed in the thicker stretches of woods (September 13
1937, September 12, 1940; September 17, 1941 and. September 22:
1942}, and for several months then they are frequently seen. Only 2n
occasional bird was noted during the winter months. but since they are
found at this season of the year in the thickest and most impenctrable
woods, more individoals are probably overlooked than are actually seen.
I-h.u‘c no records for the spring months my latest date of occurrence for
bxrds_thzt winzered is January 29 (1939). The adaptability of this species
to winter conditions on the Gulf coast is well illustrated by the male
taken on November 27, 1938, For three days previous to this date the
temperature dropped cach night to' 26° F, yet when this bird was colleeted
it was found to be excesdingly fat, and its stomach was crammed with
small insect remains.

Family Microropipas

CHAETURA PELAGICA ( LinNaEus)
CHIMNEY SwWIFT

1936: 2 nestling 2,

1 nestling 2, Gulfport, July 15 and 19 37 3
Saucier, March 390. P Juis e 1% AT

The Chimney Swift is 2 fajtly common summer resident on the Missis-
Sippi coast, appearing in the spring in late March or carly April, and
lingering in the fall until 2fter the middle of October. The onc breeding
record is that of a nest found at Gulfport on Tuly 15, 1936, that held
three almost fully fedged young. The nest was located in a chimney of
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an unoccupted house. Each year one pair of these swifts nests in the
chireney of a house at the western end of Deer Island, but otherwise I
ve never recorded this species away from the mainiand during the
ummer months. Ualike most localitics in the southeast and in the lower
Mississippi valley with which I am famliar, these birds showed little ten-
ency to gather on the Mississippi Guif coast in large numbers in the
early fall. On only a few occasions in late September were as many as a
bundred individuals observed at dusk dropping into a chimney in the
business section of Guifport. Lowery (1943) calls attention to the tre-
mendous fall concentrations of swifts at certain Louisiana localitics, Band-
ing studies carried on by him show conclusively that these focks consist of
swifts that have converged from all parts of the breeding range, including
even the extreme southeastern United States. Hence, swifts from southern
:Mississippi doubtless also merge with the large flocks in southern Louisiana
whence they depart from the United States via the trans-Gulf fiyway. The
earliest date of arrival in the spring is March 27 (1936) : the latest date
of departure in the fall. October 20 (1937).

Family TROCHILIDAE

Arcrirociivs corusris (LINNAEUS)
RuBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD
1936: 1 @, 1 2 im., Saucicr, October 5 and 14, 1937: t &, Gulfport, March

1938: 1 4 im., Saucicr, July 287 1 3. Cat Island, Aupust 30, 1939

13,1 9. Gul;pnrt, March 12, October 22, 1940: 1 &, Cat sland, Scptember

13. 1941: 1 @, Deer Island, Mavy 7. 1942: 1 &, Drer Island, March 13, 1943:
1 2, Guifport, March 16: 1 @, Deer Island, May 12, :

If this specics breeds at all in southern Mississippi it must do so very
sparingly, for T never succeeded in recording it later in the spring than the
middle of May. It is 2 common traasicat both in the spring and in the
fall, yet there was invar-iab[y an interval of two and a half months late in
the spring and in summer when no hummingbirds were scen. 1 consider
it extremely doubtful that it ever nests on the coast. The first arrivals
usually appear in the spring by the middle of March (ecarliest dates of
arrival, March 12, 1939, March 13, 1942, and March 16, i943), and for
two months then they are seen almost daily. On the islands the species
is more frequently observed carly in May than on the mainland. It was
found on Ship Island (16 miles offshore) as late as May 7 (1937). and
on Deer Island as late as May 18 (1940). An interesting feature of the
" fall migration is the fact that the adult males precede the females and
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young of the year by a month or more. This is decidedly at variance with
my experience where other small birds are concerned. Years ago I noticed
the disappearance of the adult males late in July in the mountains of
western North Carolina; thus it was of decided interest to me to note their
presence on the Gulf coast in numbers throughout all of August. On
August 30, 1938, I spent the day on Cat Island, and my field notes for
that date comment on the fact that hummingbirds were abundant ind
were almost without exception adult males. There is no perceptible
decrease in the aumber of these birds before the middle of October. The
latest date of occurrence in the fall &5 Octuber 26 (1939).

Family ALcCEDINIDAE

MEGACERVIE aLevoN arcyoN (LINNarcs)
Eastran BELTED KinGrisHER

1956: 1 2, Gulfpert, Decsmber 27, 1942: 1 2, Gulfport, August 12,

The Belted Kingfisher is fairly common throughout the year on the
Mississippi coast where an occasional bird is usually present about the
larger streams and bayous. The specics is present on Decer Island through-
out the spring and summer menths, but since there are no high bank.sain
which to nest, cavities in the larger live oaks are possibly utili;:ed for this
purpose. It was noted- on an offshore island oaly during the winter
mor:zhs: several birds were seen on Cat Island on February 24, 1937, and
again on December 13, 19309, ‘

Family Picipag

COLAPTES ALURATUS LUTELS BANGS
NORTHERN FLICKER

. 1955’:_ 1 8: Saucier, November 14, 19360 1 &, Saucier, October 15: 1
g Gulfpury, J.\AO\'tmbif 11937 1 &, Saucier, February 11; 1 2, Deer Island,
S)Ltufcro 16. 1938 1 €, Gulipor, Japuary 2. 1939; 1 ?, Hourn Island, January
.,3; 1 2, Deer Isl.:lmd. October 13, 1940: 1 2, Deer Island, February 13, 1941: 2
8.1 2, Deer Island, March 13, April 10, Ocwber 11. 1942: 2 &, Gulfport,
Januany 18, November 2. 1943: 1 9, Saucicr, January 13,

since the various races of the Flicker are indistinguishablc in the
ficld. the status of this northern form on the Gulf coast must be based
on the speaimens listed above, Apparently the race is a fairly common
winter resident.
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CULAPTES AURATUS BOREALIS RIDGWAY
BoOREAL FLICKER

.1936: 1 3,1 2, Saucier, January 10, October 9. 1940: t 2, Gulfpor,
October 13, 1941: 1 2, Deer Isiand, April 1. 1943: 1 2, Gulfport, February 235.

1In all the specimens listed above, the wing measurement is 161 mm. or
more. Ridgway (1911, p. 31) gives the following measurements for this
extreme northern race: Males, wing, 156-170 mm. (average, 1625}
females, wing, 156-171 (average, 162.3). In {ntens the average measure-
ments given are: Males, 156.3 mm.; fernale, 155, Since so few specimens
were taken, borealis must be considered an uncommon winter resident in

southern Mississippi.

CGLAPTES ALRATUS AURATUS (LINNAEUS)
SOUTHERN FLICKER
©1935: 1 & im., Saucler, June 6. 1936: 1 & i, Saocier, August 26, 1937
1 9, Saucier, Januzry 6. 1938: 2 4,1 2, Gulfport, July 15 and 20, December 6.

1940: 1 9, Saucier, Jaouary 23: 1 &, 1 9, Gulfpurt, Octoher 13, December 24,
1941: 1 &, Gulfpert, June 6. 1942: 1 2, Biloxi, December 195 1 &, Gulfpor,

December 21, )
This southern race of the Flicker is a fairly common and generally
distributed bird on the mainland throughout the year, cccurring both in
the open pinc woods and in the thicker stretches of deciduous hardwoods
bordering the streams. It is not known to nest on the islands, nor has
it been found there even casually during the winter months. So far as
Deer Island is concerned, this fact is rather surprising, for at its extreme
western cnd, the island is less than 2 mile from the mainfand, and condi-
tions there are much the same as those characterizing the entire Mississippi
coast. In view of the limited number of specimens taken after the breed-
ing scason that can be referred to aaraus, it appears that there is little or
00 increase in numbers late in the fall or in winter. Transients that appear
at that time represent the more nerthern races,

CLOPHLOELS PILEATUS PILEATUS (LINNATUS)
SouTHERN PILEATED WOODPLCKER

1935: 1 @, Saucier, June 4. 1936: 1 &, 2 9, Saucier, October 29, Dcccmb{-r

2. 1939: 1 @, Saucier, December 20. 1941: 1 €, Gulfporr, August 17.

Although a fairly commeon bird at Saucicr and one that occurs in many
of the larger stretches of weods bordering the streams, the Pileated Wood-
pecker was rarcly scen in the vicinity of the coast. During the late summer
months an occasicnal bird appeared about Gulfport. However,, through-
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b:r e greater part of the vear it is Accessary to go infand at least 10 mijes
: of certainty of encountering these

pecsers. There are no records for the offshore islands.

»

Iere there is any degree

large wood.

CENTLRUS CoruLINUS CanoLiys (LINNAEUS)
Ren-peLLIED Woonpacker

-

1935: 2 ¢, faucier, Auzust 14

N , November 29-
. Saudier, December 15, cer 2901 2, Gu

‘ ifport, December 5.
[939: 1 2 Suucier. : Tomber 3.

February 8, 1941. 1%

1:{] s ‘I‘)-}Z: 2’j EP, Gulf_purr, February 22, November 15: 1 3
B S 9431 2, 2%, Gulipurt, October g1 1 2 Saucier, Orrobes
- 4 %, Farimpion, Decernber 29, o o Ocker

Thae Red-belijed Woodzecker s 2 common bird on the

tound throurhout the vear | ]
< uh € year 1n practically ;
of wocdiands of 2 d ; o

Mississippi
: ‘ the strerches
of woodis 7y size bordering the streams and bavous, Cn the
1513..::_ 1015 apparently 2 rather rare straggler, for I recorded it but twice
awir from the mainland. One bird was scen on Cat Island on Fcb; lcc'
<¥37. and 2nother on Deer Island on October 11, 1941, o

Coast where it fs

12,

VEL ANERPES Eomrgrn o
MELaNERPES Exy THRUCEPHALUS ERYTHROCEPHALL'S {LINNAEUS)
EAsTERN RED-HEADED WooLPECKER

June 471 3 im. Deer Isband, August 2
3 June 19, August 200 1937 1 4 ¢ '
b =, Siudier, June 6, Avzust 120 1

{ 1936: 5
im., Deer Island,
VL&, Gulfport, Tune

201939 1 %, Gulfn
st 2 1939 . pote, June 4: 1 2. Deer
;\,Iu.\]r.r_f.i.:c 270 1940 1 2, Gulifpure, January 21, 19-:';:
T T Apn P-;:—“r 16, Tune 19: 1 ¢, Biloxi, May 23: 1 2
oo s v Parhooton, June 2301 € Saucier June 24, 1942,

< 1%, Guifport, lonuam 23 Fod - 29
ol E\!m v 24, Februane 25 1 2, Cat Inlund, May 10, 1943:

o Jamvsm 102 201 % Gulf
S Janesy 13 g, iport, February 25, Afay =
LMy 230 1944 1 %. Gulipore, May 21, Yo My

Txis familiar

\\‘OC.jPCCi\'C‘.’ is a common bird on the coust during the
1 wmch. vme it is generally distributed in the opcnbpine
the :’mmed and oa the islands, However, for some
i) _rg_-?sonhv:-r}' rcw_ of these birds remain throughout the winter.
HdL—‘.:c;“r; :;;::p:jrmnizd!}ffszgptembcr a-nd only an occasional indi-
e se le ctober. Since the winters are relatively
mJIu:_m‘o smce the numerous large live oaks furnish an abundant food
SUPPIr. :t. seems zather strange that the Red-headed Woodpecker is not
plcm‘::u.l both during the summer and the winter. This is ¢ven more
pc—rp.:-?cmg‘when it is realized that farther north g the Sta.tc they h:n.'e
‘Eracm_iouni on more th:fn one occasion to be rather common in early
o I L s e
u re than one or two jndividuais

sumer months
woods, both on
chscore

R
O
~d

terval of almost 6 months. On Deer Island, where several pairs nest
each year, arrival dates in the spring varied from April 13 (1940) to

ay 1 (1943) ; whercas on Cat Island, my carliest record is April 23
1937)
SPHYRAPICUS VARIUS VARIUS {LINNAEUS)
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER
1935: 1 & im., Ssucier, October 5. 1936: 1 &, Saucier, January 10: 1
‘3 im., Gulfport, October 4. 1937: 1 9, Saucier, May 5. 1938: 1 & im.,
Gulfport, Jianuary 16: 2 &, Saucicr, November 30, December 230 1939: 3 3,

2

Saucier, January 14, Februury 23, December 213 2., Gulfport, February 5,
December 17; 1 2 im., Deer Isiand, October 28; 1 @ im., Cat Island, November
1. 1941: 1 2, Biluxi, March 2971 @, Deer ksland, April 1: 1 2. Saucier, April
9: 1 &, Gulfpurt, December 11, 19420 2 2, Gulfport, March 22 and 2311 2,
Cat Island, March 29, 1943: 1 %, Deer Island, January 12: 1 @, Biloxi, April 15,

The Yellow-bellicd Sapsucker is a common winter resident on the
coast. It appears in the fall in carly October, and is rarcly scen in the
spring after the middle of April. Although more frequently observed on
the mainland, I have numerous records for Deer Island (extreme dates of
occurrence are October 11, 1941 and April 24, 1943}, and 1 also
noted it on Cat Island (February 24, 1937 and November 1, 1939) and
on Horn Island (November 4, 1937). On the mainland it is almost
iavariably found in thick wooedlands bordering the streams, or in the
large live oaks that border the roads, but never in the open pine woods.
My earliest date of arrival in the fall is October 4 (1936) (Gulfport) ; my
latest date for departure in the spring, May 5 (1937) (Saucier).

DRy oRATES VILLOSUS AUDUBONI {SWAINSON)
SoutTHrrRN HaRY YWOODPECKER

1935: 1 4. Saucier, July 24. 1938: 1 &, Saudier, Junuary 13, 1942: 1
&, Biloxi, Duecemnber 19,
Although fairly common on the mainland, occurring in many of the
stretches of woods bordering the streams, the Hairy Woodpecker was
never found on any of the islands, Like so many of the resident species
on this part of the Gulf coast, this woodpecker apparently is ccluctant to
cross even the narrow channel to Deer Island, despite favorable conditions
that exist there so far as food and nesting sites are concerned, The few

specimens taken are typical of this southern race.
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Dryops7ES PUSESCENS PUBESCENS (LINNALUS)
SoUTHERN DowNy WOUDPECKER

1935: 1 2, Saucier. December 11 1936: i
1 ) : . 36: 1 9, Saucier, Japuary 371 2
glitp T dD‘:chi.erES._ 1938: 1 %, Deer island, November 2. 1")4'(';:' I 3
De :" ..‘.m.. November 30, 1941: 1 3, Saucier, December 10, 1942 1 2

iloxi, 3eprember 19, 1943: 1 2, Guifport, October 8. B

+

The Downy Woodpecker is a commoen bird on the mainland, scccurring
throughout the year in the deciduous hardwoods bordering the strcnm:?
F}z?l}' rzrely was an individeal found in the open pine woads: so m_tu;lll:
ft is rzther local in its distribution. This specics is generally recognized t())
be mig}'atory to some extent. This fact probably accounts for the appear-
ance of two birds on Deer Iiland in November. Beth in measurements
and in the color of the under parts they were found to represent the
southern race, padescens,

DRYos5.07ES FLREALIS BOREALIS (VIEILLOT)
NORTHERN RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER

1935: 4 %, Saucier. June &, Ocisber 15, Nove 3
o35 4 5, . 6. Oct . cmber 13, December 18, 19536
1@ iml Saucier, July 260 19400 1 2, Guifport,December 5. 19420 1 2 C?jléf

port, Tmuary 911 2. Seucier, Junuary 16.

Unlike the other woodpeckers, this species s limited in its distribution
© the areas of open pine woods. Years ago it was probably a common
;1rd in the southern parr of the State, but with the cutting c;f the virgin
tmber. the species gradually disappeared, and today is mt\hcr uncomn;:on
’JTnd loc.l_l in its distribution in this part of the Gulf (:'0'.15?: regon. Here and
there 2 few large trees containing suitable nesting sites still remain, and in
such plices the Red-cockaded Wcodpeckcr can still be found. ’H,n':re :Lré
no n;_-:o:ds for the offshore islands, although on the islands there is an
occas:oa:l slash pine large encugh to suit the rather exacting habitat
requirements of the specics. -

CAMPEPHILLS PRINCIPALIS (LINNAELS)
IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER

According to James T. Tanner (1942), the Ivory-billed Wocdpecker
was never a common bird on the Mississippi coast, and disappeared com-
cletely from this arca between 1885 and 1900, There is a specimen in
the American Museum of Natural History taken at L\'Iississip‘pi City on
March 29, 1893. Sight records were listed by Tanner for Bay St. Louis; and’
the Pascagoula swamp.
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Family TYRANNIDAE

TYRANNUS TYRANNUS (LINNAEUS)
EasTeERN KINGBIRD

1935: 1 @, Saucier, July 25. 1936: 1 &, Deur Island, March 24, 1937: 1 9,
3

" §aucier, March 267 1 € im, Gulfpurt, September 25, 1939 2, Ship Island,
“May 2451 &, Gulfport, May 26, 1940: 1 &, Saucier, March 223 2 &, 1 2, Bi-
2 im., Deer Island, July 2L 1941: 1 &. Saucwer,

oxi, June 20and 27, July 5; 1
* March 253 1 ¥, Gulfport, August 22 1 2, Deer Island, October L. 1942: 1

&, Gulfport, March 23.

The Kingbird is a common sammer resident on the Mississippi coast.
{arch and occurs on both the mainland and on all the
ber. 1 know of no species that arrives with
- such regularity in the spring s docs this fiycatcher. As the following
. dates show, its arrival varies only a few days year after year: 1936, March
24; 1937, March 26; 1938, March 22 1940, March 225 1941, March
25: 1942, March 25. The specics occurs in its greatest nqumbers late in
" August and the first half of September when its unique distinction of being
* the only flycatcher that gathers together in large flocks for fall migration
is well demonstrated. On more than one occasion flocks totaling a hun-
dred or more individuals were seen. The largest flocks recorded were
approximately 150 of these birds scen at Guifport on September 16, 1936,
and another of possibly 200 seen there on August 22, 1941. Oaly once
did 1 note this species after the latter part of Scptember. A single bird
was found at the extreme western end of Deer Island on October 1, 1941,
September 26 1s the average date on which the last bird for the year was

recorded.

-1t appears late in M
islands until the end of Scptem

TYRANNUS VERTICALIS SAY
ARKANSAS  KINGBIRD

1939: 1 2, Cat Istand, October 33

1936: 1 & im.. Gulfport, September 25.
1940: 1 2, Deer Island,

1 &, Gulfport, Octeber 1151 ¢, Gulfport, QOctober 18.
October 12, .

Although heretofore unrecorded from the State, the Arkansas Kingbird

appenrs to be of at lcast casual occurrence on the coast during the fall

months. The specimens listed above constitate all my records to date, and
with onc exception only a single bird was scen cach time. On Cat Island,
on October 3, 1939, two birds were found together at the edge of the

open pine woodlands.
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MYLARCHES CrRINITUS CRINTTDS (LINNAEUS)
SoutHERN CRESTED FLYCATCHER

o, Guliport, March 18: 1 & im., Deer Island. July 4
AR ‘:bJTCIg’ :}fizc: 3)0, bc?tcgnbcr 7: 2 £, Gulfport, Apr{l L
R . Brucien, munc 3 June ’25: 2 2, Ship liland, June -1'.
1;’;’1’;;-;-4}“\?2'276‘:- 19395;1 2.1 %, Gulrgorr‘ April 23, Suprcni]hcr 7. } 2, 8
’:.:pt;—-.-';.:r _\I;'; .11 E. Saucier, _Tun'r: 6o 1940: 1 2, Biloxi, April 16: 1 2, G-uif;x»np
Soptemaer 190 1 &. 1 2. Deer island, September 21, September 27, 1941 e
5 ..5,:; 2 14 1_ =, Deer Iﬁl;n.d. September 15, 1942: 1 2.1 2, Deer lslan‘ii.
‘ pjx ST, Auzust 3101 £, Bilest, Avgust 263 1%, Gulfport, September 6. 1943:
1 &, Deer Biland, May 24,  Teptember £ 13

The Crested Flveatcher is 2 common breeding bird on the Mississippi
coast, It wsually appears in the spring late in March or carly in AP;S
and is only infrequently seen in the fall after the middle of Scprtmicr‘
Tf'he fpecic:s is equally plentiful both on the mainland and on all the:
h.I;l.nc'\-' and since apparently its main requirement is a suitable caviey in
which o nest. it czn by found indiscriminately in the open pine woodi?nd'
3nd_in the stretches of deciduous hardwoods bordering the streams N:I'h:
zarlies: dat'c of arrival in the spring for this southern ?ace on the b:Lsis of
;cruaI specimens taken, is March 18 (1936) ; the latest date for departure
in the fall is Seprember 27 (1940).

MyiarcuUs criNires Borrus Bancs
NGrTHERN CRISTED FLYCATCHER
33 TP -
-m-:;:-; QL : biluc‘c"“\h! 10. 19362 1 3. Gulfport, Seprember 811 @, Wonl
Q b-—-:djl:l‘:rnd-ﬁ 19.:.-8:. 1 g, Gulfpert, May 7: 1 2. Car Islund, Auu‘us: 30;
D5 B B - ) September 24, 19400 1 &, Deer Island, Seprember 27, 1941:
Auo";v :%r 1‘3-? . .-\;_:nl 10, 1942 12,1 @, Saucier, May 631 ¢, Gu!fpurt'
qust 25, 1943 12, Gulfport April 6; 1 &, Decr Island. April S. .

On '*r:- basis of the specimens listed above, this northern race of the
;";sct;_ F_iyc:z:chcr 'lppartnt}_v 15 2 fairly common transicnt on the ceast,
: urs in the spring fr arly i i
and in the fall }}ror; ]:if: icn rlz}’uiiu?tptil:i};rigfhﬁth‘e o S o
4 rst of QOctober. The
absence of March records seems to indicate that the breeding birds arrive
aln?ost three weeks earlier than those nesting farther north. Rather inter-
esting :lso s the face that my latest record in the fall, and the only one
:'(Of the month of Qctober, is based on a specimnen of the northemd race.
Ar-rc-.r 2 critical examination of a small serics of both races. I am of the
cpinien that there is no constant color difference By means of which
borens can be separated from rrimitus so far as the upper, parts are con-
cerned. However, borens has 2 distinctly smallcr bill, a ch:amcter ar once
anparent when specimens of the northern race are compared with breeding
birds from the Gulf coast.
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Savornis rHousE (LATHAM)
EASTERN PHOUBE

1035: 1 @, Saucicr, October 3. 1936: 1 9, Saudicr, March 12: 1t 3, Gulfport,
October 31, 1937: 1 &, Saucier, September 28, 1939: 1 &, Gulfport, December
25, 1940: 1 &, Gulfport March 18 1941: 1 9, Deer Island, October 11,

1943: 1 @, Gulfport, March 20.
Although an occasional bird was scen the last fow days in September,
- the Phocbe usually appears in the fall in carly October and docs not become
k plentiful until several weeks later. Throughout the winter months, it 15
“ 2 common bird on the coast, and is frequently noted both on the mainland
and on all the islands. On Deer Island it was secn as carly as September
130 (1936) : however, the average date of arrival there is October 12,
1 found it fairly plentiful on Horn Isiand, 16 miles offshore, on Novem-
" ber 4, 1957, and in cqual numbers on Cat Istand on November 1, 1939,
© After the first of March there is a noticeable decrease in the number of
these birds obscrved, and only rarely 15 ene scen toward the end of the
month. The carliest date of arrival in the fall is September 28 (1937)
and the latest date for departure in the spring, April 7 (1938).

FatripoNay FLArivENTRIS (BAIRD AND BAIRD)

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER

1936: 1 2. Saucier, September 181 1 2, Deer Islund, October 13, 1938: 2

Q. Cat Island, August 30. 194001 &, Gulfport, May 12:1 3,2 @, Gulfport,

September 11, 22, and 23: 1 @, Cat Island, September 13, 1941: 1 2,1 &,
Deer Island, August 9 and 21.

In view of the difficulty of rccognizing this species in the ficld, T con-
sider it advisable to judge its status entirely on the basis of specimens taken.
It appears. therefore, considering the cleven specimens listed above, that
the Yellow-beliied Flycatcher is a regular and not uncommon fall transient
on the Mississippi coast, but is only of accidental occurrence in the spring.
At frequent intervals late in August and throughout Scptember, small
fiycatchers of the genus Empidosax were almost sbundant, Close scrutiny
of these birds usually revealed the presence of at least one individual o'f
‘this spccies. From time to time during cach spring migration, I collected
small flycatchers that 1 suspected might be flavirentris, but with the onc
exception (the male taken at Gulfport on May 12, 1940), they proved to
be Acadian Flycatchers with a distinct yellow tinge to the under parts.



4(": T. I) B:{i'/(’.;g/,? Oce. P:lpt'r:s

EpiriNax viRESCENS (VIEILLOT)
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER

. 19350 1 &, Ssucern Seprsmber 26, 19360 L 3. Gulfport, April § 37:

Q,A: 2, Plnp Iil.m-.i: _'\f.ay o1 8.1 £ Gulfpoert, Scj::c-ribur lfandblc).lgiéisl:
I Dezr Ihland, A;‘:':I 30, Mav 6. 1939: 2 2, Deer Island, M-_w-s)'
1 i, Ggl‘rpurt. Moy 140 1940 2 8.1 2, Cat Isiand, May 5. September 15
Optber 2572 1.1 %, Dreer Isiand, Mazv 10, Sceptember 26 and 27; 1 @ Gulkfl
Pt :cpt_cmbc{ Jic b 2L Boloxi, Septemier 28, 19410 1 &, 1 2. Duer Tsland
M_"_'-' . Novemder 5; 1 5. 1 %, Gulfpurs. June 250 Acgust 20, 1942: 1 & C_k
II)‘:_::‘G. May 10, 1943 1 %, Deer Islend April 190 1 2 im. Gulfport, éc:u-

The Acadian Flyczrcher s 2 comman breeding bird in southern Missis-

sizoi: but as with so many other species, 1o the immediate vicinity of the
cozst it occurs 25 a transiant only. Unnl 1941, 1 did not And it‘ncsting
negzrer the coxst than Saczer, a localiy approximately 20 miles inlan._ih.
Triz year a single pair was found throughout Junz in 2 woodland border.
ing 1 stream ® miles mons of Guifporm: there 33 lutle doubt they nested
thers, [t is usuiily the micile of Ap:l before this specics appears in the

sproag {earliest date of szoval, April 8. 1936, 1t Gulfporty, while on.

the slands trz_f_sicnts wers frequently noted unil almost the middle of
M:r. Extreme lates of c:zurrence or Deer Island are April 19 (1943)
anz May 10 (1940} : on Car Island it was noted May 5, 1940, and May
10, '.\)43', and ca Ship Islzndl May 70 1937, It is zoparently the middie of
Serizmber, or even later. 2efore the southward movement is well under
wzr, for a mile raken o Cat Istand on Seprember 13, 1940, is my
carzst record ia the fall foothe islands. On the mainland these ﬂycntchc—r;'
are Licly plentiiul througk the first week of Octater. The latest dates for
the 71l migratica are for the islands: @ female wzs collected on Cat Island
on Dctober 23 1940, anc inother female on Dezr Island on the rather
late date of November 8. 1941,

EMpIooNsys TRAILLI TR4iLLi (AUDUBON)
ALDER FLyCaTCHER

“._‘)56: 28, p ?, Deer lrand, Avgust 3i, September 10 and 3071 3, 2 €
Gli.:;t‘.\rt. Siptc‘rﬂ’:'—:r 7, ‘3_9, and 29, 1937: 2 3,3 @, Deer Island, Sn~p;cmbir: 1, 1%:
and Zi: 1 2,1 =, Guiipurt. Seprember 6 2nd 165 1 2., Ship [sland, Seprember 12.
1938 2 2, 2 %. Deer Island Avgust 18, September 1 and 24; 2’6‘ Cat Isluné
At 30019390 2 2,1 €, Gullport, Sepwember 7, 193, and ’19; 3' Q <:1uc£r.-r'
Sc?trm_bcr 81 2, Deer Islnd, September 9. 19400 2 3, 1 ¢, Deé:~lsland:
SC'?'-SS{:R-T 6, Ociper 511 I, Gulfpors September 13; 1 &, 1 2, Saacler,
S(:;::'.e:':locr 17 an2 13, 1941: 1 &, 3 €, Deer Island, August 21, September 20
and 15, October 202 2, 1 . Guifport, September 24, October 4 and 6. 1942
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2 &.1 @, Deer Island, August 13, 24, and 31, 1943: 1 €, Dcer Island, Av-
gust 2.

Considering the fact that there are net over half a dozen published rec-
ords for the occurrence of the Alder Flycatcher as a transient in the south-
eastern United States, 1 was greatly interested in finding the specics actually

" abundant during the fall on the Mississippi coast. Judging from available

evidence. the autumnal migration of individuals that breed in northeastern
United Statcs is to a very lfarge extent southwestward in direction; appar-
enly only an occasional bird comes directly south. This results in a con-
centration of these little flycatchers within a rather circumscribed area on
the Gulf coast west of southern Alabama. prepuaratory for their flight
across the Gulf of Mexico, That this is the route almost invariably followed
seems to be substantiated by the fact that year after year Alder Flycatchers
arc plentiful on this stretch of coast from the middle of August until carly
in October. Ordinarily 2 few birds are seen in the course of 2 morning
spent in the ficld. but there were occasions when they were extremely
pumerous. On August 31, 1936, possibly thirty were scen on Deer Island,
while on September 13, 1937, September 9, 1939, and on September 12,
1942, approximately half this number were noted in underbush at the

" western end of this island. The earliest date of arrival in the fall is

August 9 (1941), and the latest date of departure is October 8 (1941).
Average dates of arrival and departure over 2 period of § years are August
18 and September 24, The specics was not detected in the spring.

EMPIDONAX TRAILLID BREWSTER! OBERHOLSER
LitTiE FLYCATCHER

1941: 1 &. Deer Island, August 16.

The spccimen listed above, identificd by J. Van Tyne, represents this
western. race of the specics, Its measurements arc as follows: wing, 75
mm.; tail, 60; culmen, 11.5. Whilc farther collecting might reveal the
presence of other examples of this race on the Mississippi coast, this
subspecies is apparently cather rare this far eastward.

EMPIDoNAX MINIMUS (BAIRD AND BAIRD)
LEAST FLYCATCHER

1935: 1 &, Deer Island, October 7. 1936: 1 &, 2 @, Deer Island, July 31,
. August 31; 1 3, Round [sland, September 3. 1937: 1 3. Ship Island, September
12; 1 &, 1 2, Deer Island, September 13 and 24 1 9, Gulfpert, October 1; 1
Q, Saucier, November 9. 1938: 1 &, 3 ¢ . Deer Island, August &, September 1
and 24: 3 &, 3 9, Cat Island, August 30. 1939: 1 &, 2 2, Cat Island, Octo-
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ber 3.1 2, Deer Island, Octuber 13, 1940: 1 &, 2 9, Deer Island, September
12, Ocwber 311 3, Car Island, Seprember 13: 1 4. Gulfpurt, September 23,
1941: 1 9, Drer Island, September 15.

Stazements above pertaining to the Alder Flycatcher apply almost
¢qually well to this species. which also is considered an extremely rare
transient in the southeastern United Stares. There are very few published
records of its occurrence south of its breeding range, yet on the Mississippi
coast. 1t was found to be fairly common in the fall. Since it is rather
dificeis to distinguish in the Acld from the other smali Hycatchers, |
recorded only these specimens actually collected. It is safe to say, however,
that one or two birds were seen in the course of any one day’s freld work
from the end of August until the middie of October, and that frequently
they were present in considerable numbers. On August 30. 1938, I found
small dycatchers of this genus plentiful on Cat Island. Few of the
numerous live oak thickets scattered through the open pine woods were
withour several of these birds. That day I tentatively identified no less
than ten Least Flvcatchers; in six cases | confirmed the identifications by
collecting the specimens. The one July record (Deer Island, July 31,
1936) was rather exceptional, as was also a single bird scen on Deer
Island on August &, 1938. - Otherwise it was the latter part of August
before these birds appeared in southward migration. Only infrequently
was this species recorded after the middle of October, although 2 single
bird wzs found in a thicket near Saucier as late as Novernber 9 (1937).

MyY1oCHANES VIRENS (LINNAEUS)
EasTery Woon PewsE

1936: 1 @, 2 €, Saucier, March 28, July 1 and 22 1937 1 3. Gulfpert,
August 13, 1938: 2 3, Gulfpor, April &, Auvgust 14; 1 2, 2 9, Deer Island,
Octuber 29, Novembder 2. 1939: 1 2, Deer Island, May 13, 1940: 5 9. Detr
Island, May 10 and 16, Qauber 26; 1 8. Saucier, October 30. 1941: 1 & im,
1 %, Gulfport, Mar 17, July 26: 1 9. Deer Island, August 16, 1942: 1
%, Deer Island, Mar 14: 1 @, Guifport, July 30, 1943: 1 2, Bilox, April 27,
1 3.2 2, Deer Island. May 12 and 24, Augnst 26.

This is another specics that is a common breeding bird in the southern
part of the State, but is one which occurs only as a transient in the
immedize vicinity of the coast. An occasional pair of these birds was
found nssting cach vear at Saucier, a locality about 20 miles inland. None
was found breeding closer to the coast. The first birds appear in the spring
late in March or early in April, and are soon fairly plentiful both on the
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mainlend and on the islands. Since the specics does not breed on the
islands, 1 was able to secure migration data there showing far more
clearly the scasonal movements of the specics than was possible on the
mainland. On Deer Island, Wood Pewees are seen more frcqu-cntly‘ carly
in May than at any time in April, and are usually faicly plentifel in th‘;
open pinc woodlands until the middle of thL:‘ month. Extreme dates —?/
occurrence for the spring migration are April 10 (1937} and May ;f
(1943). They were cbserved likewise on all trips to the o,utcr islands
during the month of May, as follows: Cat Island, May 5, 1940, and May

10, 1942; Ship Island, May 7, 1937, and May 1, 19403 and Horn Island,

May 12, 1937. The southward movement is well under way by. late
summer, for on Deer Island, the first birds usually appeared by the middle
of August (carlicst date, August 16, 1941), and by the end of‘ thj
month were frequently seen in the open pine woodIar;ds. Or? Cat Islan

‘my earliest record of fall migration is that of a single bird s‘een‘c:;
August 30, 1938. Throughout September and ea_rly October thcxf bt’r d:;
are fairly common, after which there is a decrease in the number o}as.er:ic .
Only an occasional bird lingers until early in Nov{:x":lbcr. The carliest atc;
of arrival in the spring is March 28 (1936) (Saucier) ; the latest date o
departure in the fall, November 2 (1938) (Deer Island).

PYRUCEPHALL'S RUBINUS MEXICANUS SCLATER
VeaMILION FLYCATCHER
1940: 1 &, Gulfpurt, December 4. 1942: 1 &, Bay St Louis, January i7.
Although the two specimens listed above constit'utc the only rc:cords to
date for the occurrence of this species in the State, its appearance 1n recent
years at many points on the Gulf coast indicates that it is gradually becom-

i Ainter resident in this region.
ing a regular winter resident i §1

Family HIRUNDINIDAE

IrRipoPROCNE BicoLoR (VIEILLOT)
TREE SWALLOW
; : Louis, February
-1 &. Deer Island, December 30. 1937: 1 &, Bay St uis,
21:l193?2, Gxﬁfpnr; July 28. 1939: 1 &, Gulfport, March 1. 1940: 2 &, 1 2,

i 3 o sl 1. 1942: 1 &.

. January 20, April 19: 1 8. Devr Island, January 3 2: ]
g;;f‘;;ml.oﬁ?.u j?nuary 17, 1943: 1 &, Guifport, January 5; 1 &, Deer Island,
January 12. ‘ S
The Tree Swallow is a common winter resident on the Mississippt
coast; the first fall migrants often acrive as early as the last of July and
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nvaziably by the migdle of August. Although small flocks were usually
seen threuzhour the winter months, feeding overhead, there were bric
mtc-‘:".'_lls when zbnormally low temperatures caused a surprising concen-
rraf:on of these birds. Apparently when the temperature drops below
20: F. (rer 2 commen occorzence this far south). inscers become dormant
and 15 a large extent unavatiable. During such times these swallows fecd
almest entizely on myrtle berrics, assembling in large numbers about the
myri.z thicxets which border expanses of open marsh, It was under just such

conciziens that fully 2.000 Tree Swallows were seen near Peaclington on

R - s . .
November 30, 1936, and that another concentration rotaling 2,500 of

these birds was observed = Guifport on February 26, 1937, The coldest -

weatner in the history of GLIf coast weather bureau stations was recorded
durinz the latter part of Jenuary, 1940. Temperatures between 13% and

25 F.opersisted tor a pencd of 10 days. During this interval, the only

Tree Swallows seen were azproximately 1,000 thar fed cach day on myrtle
bcr:i-;«_; that fortunately were abundant in thickets bordering a bayou ‘ncar
Gul.r;ort_ In the spring, the number of flocks scen do not usually decercase
noticeably wntil late in Arcill and it is several weeks later before the
spe_c:*' is recorcéed for the st time. The latest date of occurrence in the
spring 1s May 15 (1939).

Ripazia 2124814 RIPARLY (LINNAEUS)

Bank SwaLLow
[fE¥ . < s ioe Ay . 1 2 H ¢
1036 1 5. Samdder, Aupusr 120 31937 1 & im., Guifport, July 28,

Alnough a common transient in the fall, the Bank Swallow was found
'0 be extremely scarce in the spring on the Mississippt coast. It was
CQnstr.aly watched for during the spring, but was noted only twice, when
single birds were seen at Guifport on April 19, 1940, 2nd at Cat‘IsI:md
on M;.:': 10, 1942, each time fzeding with other swallows. In the autumnal
mlgr:»;:'ons_ it useally appeared late da July, and. was invariably common
thr'Ou;:nOut most of August. At that time, I frequently found this species
quite ~lentiful on Deer Island. The numerous small flocks that were scen
duriez the course of a morzing, fcedihg overhead, invariably fiew from
cast 1o west, the length of the island, and continued westward along the
mainlind.  Extreme dates of occurrence for this swallow for the fall
migraton are fulv 28 (1937) and September 11 (1937
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STELGIDOPTERYX RUFICOLLIS SERRIPENNIS (AUDUBON)
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW
1935: 2 2. 1 9, Gulfport, July 23, Qctober 2 and 91 2 &, 1 €, Saucier,
September 2, 23, and 27. 1936: 5 3.3 @, Saucier, Junc 5, August 12, 25 and

29, September 9, October 1, 10 and 127 2 &, 1 @, Woolmarket, July 27, Scp-

tember 15: 1 2 im.. Gulfport, August 4; 1 @ im., Biloxi, August 17. 1937:
2 2, Gulfpore. May 31, July 28; 1 &. 2 %, Saucier, October 18, 1938: 2

&, 2 9, Saucicr, July 29, August 4 and 10, October 19, 19391 2 &, Guifport,
March 8, May 12, 1941: 1 &, Gulfport, March 20, 1942: 1 3, Saucier, July 29.
1943: 1 &. Gulfpoure, March 17, ‘

The Rough-winged Swallow breeds rather sparingly on the Mississippi
coast, an occasional pair having been found from year to year nesting in
a bank at the side of a road, or in 2 similar situation at the edge of a
streamn. It is usually the middle of March before the first birds appear in
the spring. and only the comparatively few individuals that nest here are
seen during the next month or two. Individuals that breed farther north
apparently reach their summer quarters by 4 route that docs not touch
the Gulf coast of Mississippi. In the fall, however, exactly the opposite
situation proved to be true. I have always been interested in the early
date at which these birds disappeared after the breeding scason throughout
the larger part of their breeding range in the eastern United States.
This early departure was the case not only in Pennsylvania, where 1 first
became familiar with this species, but also in localities where ¥ lived in
western North Carolina and in Georgia. Late in July, when the broods of

* young were fully grown and capable of long flights, the Rough-winged

Swallows gradually became scarce, and only rarcly were oae or two of
these birds scen as late as the middle of August. However, after my first
year in southcrn Mississippi, there was no longer any question as to the
whereabours of these swallows in the late summer months, The reason
for their carly departure still remains to be explained, for ncither the
weather nor the available food supply in August arc factors that can justify
this apparent urge to leave at the carliest possible moment. Yet, 1 find
it equally difficult to understand why they appareatly are satisfied once
they reach the Gulf coast, for there they concentrate in surprisingly large
numbers that decrease to no appreciable extent for over two months.

‘Each year the first small flocks appeared by the middle of July, and by

the first of August these flocks totaled literally into the thousands. There
seems to be no tendency to gather together in large numbess, nor to be
more abundant at once place than at another. The average flock held from
twenty to fifty individuals, and could be found resting on telephone wires
along the roads, or feeding low overhead, cach mile of road having its
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quota of flocks. After the first of October these birds gradually disap-
pmre.d, and by the middle of the month only a few small aggregations
remained. The carliest date of arrival in the spring 1s March 5 {;959)-

the latest date of departure in the fall, October 20 (1938).

Since gpplrently nothing has appeared in the literature concerning the
po:;:n.upt:al plumage of this species, a few comments might well be ?Imde
at this time in regards to the plumage of the Reugh-winged Swallow
during the fall and carly winter months, Almost immediately after the
arrival of the first small docks in July, the postnuptial molt begins and
continues over a period of a month or more. The breeding plamaa:c i3
thereby replaced by a comzlete molt that radically changes the appea;ance
or: the birds. Instead of being plain grayish brown above. the plumage
of the upper parts is a very dark brown, this color being uniform from c;e
crown to the upper tail coverts. Winter birds taken in castern Mexico
were found to retain this distinctive color of the upper parts until late
Jznuary, at which time wear begins o be evident and the birds generally
acguire the characteristic breeding plumage observable in March, There is
no spring molt, wear alone producing the change in plumage.

HIRUSDO RUSTICA ERYTHROGASTER BODDAERT
BarN SwaLLow

1936: 1 3 im., Dver Isiand, July 310 1 @, Saud

. . s:and, ER , Saucier. August 25,
im., Saucier, Qcober 18, 1938: 1 &, Saucier, April 28, 0.1
Mav 23, October 27, November K.
1942: 1 2

e 937: 1 3
ber 27, Noweroer 3.1940: 2 9, Guifpurt, July :"a,adc:GuEifrpLEl

The fam:'l‘iar Barn Swalow is a common transient on the Mississippt
cozvst, occurring in tI:u': s;:i:}g from early April until late in May (rarely
early in Junc), and in the fall from late in July until carly in December.
In the spring it is most common during the first week in May when
numerous small groups are seen feeding overhead. In the fall it is even
more abundant than in the spring, especially during the last two weeks
c'>:' August. On mornings spent on Deer Island during this interval late
in summer, there were few occasions when small Aocks of ten to thirty
of these birds were not overhead, invariably flying from the castern t;)
the western end of the island, and then ‘on to the mainland. Extreme dates
of occurrence in the spring are April 7 (1941) and June 8 (1941), and
in the fall, July 23 (1940) and December 8 (1942)}. The December 8
record was of two birds seen at Gulfport, and was rather unexpected for
the latest previous record was November 13 (1940).
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HIrUNDO RUSTICA INSULARIS BURLEIGH
_ GULF CoasT BARN SwWALLOW
1936: 1 9, Ship Island, June 26. 1938: 7 3, 2
1

wly 13 2 &, 1 o Cat Island, July 1. 19390 3 &,
1940: 13,3 9. Ship Island, April 10, May 1,

This receatly -described race, distinguished by its pale, almost white,
“under parts, has a rather limited distribution in the State. It s known only
“from two breeding colonics on Ship Island (Fort Massachusetts and the
‘. S. Quarantine Station), and onc on Cat Island {Lighthouse}. There
is no evidence that it ever reaches the mainland, for it was never recorded
“porth of the outer islands. Arrival in the spring is apparently earlier
than that of transients breeding farther north for two birds seen by me
on Ship Island on April 1, 1938, werc reported by the Quarantine Station
“ kecper to have been prescat there the day before. Breeding activitics itke-
~wise begin at a rather carly date. My first visit to the Quarantine Station
“on Ship Island was on May 7, 1937, and on that day six occupied nests
. were found. Four were under the caves of one of the houses, and two
were on beams under the dock., Three were difficult to rcach and were
not disturbed. The other nests were examined and were found to hold
respectively, six well-incubated eggs, four eggs equally well-incubated, and
two fresh cpgs. Without exception, nests built during previcus years
were used, the top of cach being rebuilt for a depth of possibly an inch,
and then relined with grasses and feathers. Judging from their size, and
the condition of the mud uscd. several of the nests had been in use for at
least three or four years. The following year, on June 4, 1938, this small
coleny was revisited, and on this occasion twelve pairs of swallows
were found breeding there. One nest held five fully fledged young,
whereas from the others the young had already flown. On Cat Island, the
swallows took advantage of the only suitable nesting place, the beams
supporting the lighthouse. A small colony of six pairs was fouad there on
July 1, 1938. I have no records for the fall months; so it is probable that

these swallows depart rather early.

2, Ship Island, June 4,
@, Ship Island, May 24

PEIROCHELIDON PYRRHONOTA ALBIFRONS (RAFINESQUE)
NoaTHERN CLIFF SWALLOW

1936: 1 ¢, Deer Island, July 31; 2 2, Saucier, September 9. 19371 1 3 im..
Guifport, July 28. 1940: 1 2, Bay St Louis, May 4.

The CLff Swallow is a scarce and rather irregular transient on the
Mississippi coast, occurring in small numbers, and at rather infrequent
intervals, both in the spring and in the fall. The species is possibly most
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nume.rous during the first two weeks of September, there being o
occasion. September 11, 1937, when small flocks of these avaliow:;gw;e
co'nstantly passing overhead while I was spending the moming on Dcf
Island. This circumstance, however, was decidedly exceptional, for usu:d?-
I :c—cqrdcd this species only two or three times cach spring :lf‘ld fall .mé
then in .but a few small flocks. Extreme dates of occurcence in the s' rin
re April 19 (1940) and May 7 (1941), and in the fall, July 28 (123‘-‘)g
ana Seprember 20 (1942), F

PRoGaE seis suBls (LINNAEUS)
PrapLe MarTiN

im., Deer Island, July 31, 1939, 2

193G. 1 §. Saucier, Mav 28; 1
u im., Deer Island, June 28, 1940: 3 3

oo, February 28, June 22: 1

11 ¢, Zaudier, S‘cp[cn‘ﬁ;cr-lbf. prbtizn, Bebruany 167 1 %, Guifpuet, Sepieanber

This handsome swallow is a common summer resident on the Mississiop;
coast, nesting wherever gourds or houses are provided for its use. Thifc
.are small colonies on both Deer Island and Ship Island, but on the other
islands these birds occur as upcommon transients only. Although reported
as early as late in January by Dudiey Heiliger at the Uni:cdbStates Fish
Hz:_chcry at Lyman, the first birds do not usually appear in the spring
untul the middle of February, and the species is not plentiful before the
firss of March. Each summer hundreds of martins roost at night in several
large live oaks in front of the Gulfport Post Ofhce, but :!;cv disappuar
rather abruptly about the middle of August. and after that date very few
a're seen. My earliest date of arrival in the spring is February 14 (1942);
the latest date of departure in the fall is September 20 (1942).

Family CorvIDAE

CYANGCITTA CRISTATA CRISTATA (LINNAEUS)
SourHERN Brur Jay

Gul}_z;’;rst: }mi:‘: :.’_,Q, Sauci(:rl‘ {uly 26: October 15, Decemmber 5. 1936: 1 2
Dc—c;"lbc'r i ? 5; Ci?}rs:lajado_'] (]Ivuliport. Maysm‘ Cctober 31, November 25
ecember 25 . 4, July 2401 &, Saucier, December 8. 1938:
Sdahc?:lf?::uafazol :FB-bQ . Saucwé, Ju;: 19, November v and 10. 1959-"’ 39318.91
ier, Janvary 20, February 9, Qctober 1711 2. Gulf 2 P23, :
> ) : . port, December 23, 1940:
2 _ImQ b?ul'ffporr, January 30, December 1 and 10: & 2, Saudier, (If'::b?uaryglé'
\oc'ibc ’:gou. J_L:ly 9.‘ 19-11:_ 1 &, Bav St. Louis, February 15:1 & Sauci:rr:
:Es-}r‘.x." Fl:%: I‘Z-{-: 1 5 Saucier, January 71 1 &, Car Island, January :'ZS' 1 2.
doxl, Feoruary 240 1 4, Deer Island, March 135 1 3 im., Gulfpore, JuIy’IG; 1
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December 5: 1 &, Ocean Springs, December 17. 1943: 1 &,

, Pass Christian,
1 2. Biloxi, Jaouary 7; 1 2, Gulfport, February 26.

Seucier, January 41
This familiar bird is common and of general distribution throughout
¢ year on the mainland, occurring both in the open pine woodlands and
“in the stretches of deciduous hardwoods bordering the strcams. While
‘there is no obvious reason why it should not nest on Deer Island, its
tus there is that of an irregulas straggler late in the winter and during
the spring months. Each year ope or two birds appear on Deer Island
ter the middie of January and are scen at infrequent intervals then
“until late in May. Extreme dates of occurrences are January 18 (1941)
“and May 22 (1944). It apparently breeds on Cat Island, for Blue Jays
“were noted there throughout the year (July 24, 1937, August 30, 1938;
| January 25 and May 10, 1942), but otherwise this species is aot known
to nest away from the mainland. In view of the possibility of éromia
n the coast during the winter moaths, twenty-cight of the
taken at this scason of the year to determine
n, however, all

occurring o
specimens listed above were
‘the presence of this northern form. Without exceptio
specimens are clearly ceferable to cristata, both in respect to color and to

easurements. 1t is doubtful if the northern race reaches southern Missis-

sippi except possibly in very limited numbers.

CURIUS BRACHYRHYNCHOS PAULUS HowEeLL
SoUTHERN CROW

1935: 2 &, 1 2, Saucer, October 18, November 12, 1937: 1 &, Guifport,
October 19,

Although a common bird on the Mississippi coast, the Crow is never
seen there in fiocks of appreciable size. Even during the winter months,
there is apparently little tendency to congregate in considerable numbers,
‘or to establish large rcosts as characteristic of these birds farther north,
‘There are no records for the islands: hence this crow is another resident

species that is restricted cntirely to the mainiand.

CORVUS OSSHRAGUS OSSIFRAGUS WILSON
FisH CrOwW

1936: 1 &, Deer Island, July 4. 1937: 1 &, Deer Island, April 10, 1939:
3,2 2. Gulfport, March 12.

The Fish Crow is a common bird on this part of the Gulif coast, but is
tather limited in its distribution for it never ventures far inland. It
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breeds on both the manland and on all the islands, but whereas sm il
flocks are frequently seen on the mainland throughout the winter, it ne:.
occurs on any of the islands at this season of the year. On Dcnir Islangr
where‘ I had the opportunity of studying the movements of this smali
crc?x:\" in some detail. I found that it was rarely seen in the fall after the
middle of September. T hive only two records for October and one record
for November. My latest record s that of 2 single bird scen on November
8. 1941. Ino the spring the first birds usually appear the last of I’cbru;rv
although there were years when none were seen until the end of Marf;l‘
My earhiest date for arrival in the spring 1s February 24, 1913, o

Family Paripac

PURLS CARLLINENSIS GUILLOT! OBERHOLSER
Lotisiana CHICKADEE
Pc-m-li?::;(«-f %, Sau;icr.1 ?cpz-.—gr:bcr 26. 2 &, Gulfport, December 15, 1936: 1 @
gton. December 15,0 1938: 1 2, ¢ 2, Gulfporr, Mareh 17: " Saudier,
e - F ~ . : ¥ ' il ! S:l ¢
M}.cn 17, 1939: 1 £, Guliport, Decomber 250 1942 1 2, Biloxi DL‘fc'mb ‘u ;cjr..
18, Gulrprrt, Decomber 31, ’ o e
'I'r}e Carolina Chickadee is a common bird on the mainland, for there
are fow stretches of woods i ‘
frc r;u} stretches of woods bordering the streams in which it cannot be
ound throughout the v : er 5e i
o ghout the vear. It was never seen on the islands, although it is
pre : e otat seoncr or laer ioowill be recorded on Deer Ishind, A few
of the specimens listed above were examined by H. C. Oberholser. and
W -nuhed bv hi 5 =uilloii is 1 et i ’
¢re idenuficd by him as zwifloz. This identification is used tentatively
17 oy el v : ¢ " ‘
pencing the completion of a study of the Carolina Chickadees now in
progress. '

Parci pioror (LINNARUS)
Turren TITMOUSE
1935: 2 £, 1 %, Saucer, Jen ccembe
ber & omrn o . jane 6, December 20 19410 2 @ Deer Island, Novem-
. ;Tultcd Titmouse is znother common resident specics on the main-
an S 1 icall
: at occurs 1o practically all stretches of woods of any size that border
the - QP 3 . H .
; oumerous streams and bayous. Not until 1941 was it recorded away
rorn the mai ¥ i
o tf;c mamlg:;d. That year two birds were seen on Deer Island on
ovember 8, and a single bird w
, & as observed almost 2 m :
onth late
December 2, ' o
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Family SITTIDAE

SITTA CAROLINENSIS CAROLINENSIS LATHAM

FLORIDA NWHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH
orth in the State, this species
My onc record

* Although a common breeding bird futther n
apparently of merely accidental occurrence on the coast.
is that of a single bird scen near Saucier on April 20, 1936.

ST CANADENSIS LINNAEUS
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

1937: 1 &. Hurn Island, November 471 &, Deer Island, Novembur 23, 1938:

1 &, Deer Island, October 291 1 &, Saucicr, December 22, 1939 1 8, 1 8,

© Saucier, January 16 and 17; 1 9, Deer sland, December 7. 19410 2 8, 1 9,

- Deer Island, Octuber 11, Decernber 2 and 13 1 &. 1 2, Gulfport, November 293

13, Saucivr, December 3. 19420 4 &, 7 2, Deer Island, January 6, 135, and 21,

February 13 and 28, dMarch 7, 13, and 26, April 23, May Land 811 &, Cat Island,

* January 25; 1 &, Gulipur, February &, March 31,7 1943: 1 3, Deer Island,

November L. )

The Red-breasted Nuthatch is not as crratic in its eccurrence on the
"Mississippi coast as I expected it would be, for although seldom’ very
plcntiful, it nevertheless proved to be a regular winter resident, both on
the mainland and on the islands. It is usually the last of October or the
first week in November when the first birds appeat in the fall, and for
several months then, one or two can be scen here and there in the open
pine woodlands, The winter of 1941-42 produced a most unusual inva-
sion of these birds on the Gulf coast, for they came south that year in
surprisingly large numbers and were abundant over an arca extending
eastward to western Florida and westward to castern Texas. In Mississippi
two birds appcarcd on Deer Island on October 11, an unusually carly
date of arrival, and within two weeks, the spegics was found literally every-
where, Rarely were more than two of three birds scen at one place. the
largest number observed at one time being four, On Deer Island small
flocks occurred the length of the island, and by carly épring, I decided
that at least fiftcen of these nuthatches had spent the winter there. On my
one trip to Cat Island during the winter, on January 25, I spent only 2
- shert time in the open pine woods at the extreme eastern end of the island;
but, even so, 1 noted three of these birds there, two at one place and onc
at another, On the mainland they were frequently seen throughout the
winter in many of the stretches of open pine woods, and on several
occasicas were even found in the deciduous hardweods bordering the
streams. There was no perceptible decrease in the number of small flocks
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sr::n‘until c‘::_rvl;; April, and it was May 8 beforc this species was last scen
{z single bird noted on Deer Island).

Sirra PUsitLa PUSILLA LATHAM
‘Brewn-HEADED NUTHATCH
1935: 1 £ im., Pass Christian, Jul : 3 ie g .
L ’._qld, QO_C-;ZT:;; REZERE ; DI%E ’{51}?13,1 _anl;f;uczlf? zog?bsc;uiisc'r, I:\'SJCE;:;
2z, Bil‘c,:cz'. ja:.'ua‘q- 10, Df.:':nbc: 2;7"1“ 98 'Dcélctrlzl;llir?d Fﬁ)ruflr)’ 5 198
H , , January 13,

. I?_u's liztle nuthatch is 2 commen bird on the mainland, and is of general
disviribution in the wide stretches of open pine woodlands. Exccpthdurin"
the breeding season, whick is in March and early April, it can be founj
ch.:oughout the year in small restless flocks that feed in the upper branches
of the larger trees. o occurs on Cat Island and on Deer Island, bur not
or the ocher islands that lie farther offshore. Although rather 'plr:miful
<_>r.=_De<:r Island at one time it decreased in numbers in recent years until
it s doubtful if it actuzlly nests there now. A possible explanation of
this unexpected decrease is the fact that opossums were liberated on the
isiznd a few years ago and have increased rapidly in number. Since the
forrd supply of these mammals is very limited, birds nesting in cavitics, as
do the nuthatches, may have been destroyed consistently year after year.
If such is the case, the Brown-headed Nutharch will soon disappear com-
pleely, for efforts by residents of the island to get rid of the opossums
have mer with little success.

Famnily CERTHIIDAE

CERTHIA FAMILIARIS AMERICANA BONAPARTE
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birds can be seen there throughout the winter months. On Deer Island it

is oot uncommon as a fall transient, but was noted only infrequently

“during the winter and early in spring. 1 obscrved it oaly twice on the
~outer islands, but it undoubtedly eccurs there morc often than my few
records indicate. Two birds were scen on Horn Island on November 4,
1937, and three on Cat Island on November 1, 1939, The earliest date
of arrival for this species in the fall is October 7 (1935) ;5 the latest date
of departurc in the spring is March 27 (1942).

CERTHIA FAMILIARIS NIGRESCENS BURLEIGH
SouTHERN Brown CREEPER
1939: 1 &, Gulfport, December 17. 1940:

1941: 1 2, Gulfport, November 9. 1942
3. 1 4, Gulfport,

1936: 1 @, Saucier, January 10.

2 ¢, Gulfport, February 10, March 18.
14, Deer K'(I).lnd, February 13; 1 €, Gulfport, December 10. 194

March 13: 1 €. Biloxi, March 21

s listed above, this Southern Appaiachian
at least of casual occurrence on
It apparently arrives more than

ds breeding farther north, but it

On the basis of the specimen
race of the Brown Creeper appears to be
the Gulf coast during the winter months.
2 month later n the fall than do the bir
‘depasts at almost the same time in the spring.

Family TROGLODYTIDAE

TROGLODYTES AEDON AEDON VIEILLOT
EasTery HoOusg WREN

1941: 1 9, Gulfport, February 16.

The castern race of the House Wren is apparently extremely scarce of
" the Gulf coast. The specimen listed is the only one so identified from a

series of sixty-one specimens.

Brow~ Creeper

1935. 1 2. Deer Island, Ocober 7. 1937: 1 & i
ol ok nd, tooer 7. H &, Saucier, March 12: Q
?_purt. gctobc-. £0. 1938: 1 9. Gulfport, January 23. 1939:.”1 @ SJll.lCi(.‘r’
ehruary $; 1 2, Cat Dsland. November 13 17 @, Gulfport, November $: 1 £,

Wealmarkss, November 10, 1940: 1 2. 2 3y

o T A e S 11 8.2 2, Gulfport, January 19, March 11 . :
gw—hﬂﬁn:‘ 1 =. Biloxi, March 8; 1 €, Deer Island, Omobcrr};E}. 1941: 2 @ TROGLGDYTES AEDON BALDWINI OBERHOLSER
De=r Island, Oanber 11, December 2. 19420 1 9@, Gulfport, March 27: 1 & Onro Houst WREN

cer fsland, November 8: 1 2 : ;
D Jlans. November 85 1 2, Ocean Springs, December 25, 1943: 1 9, Dect |
1935: 2 &, Decr Island, October 7 and 12 3 &, Gulfpott, October 13, Novem-
ber 28, December 25; 1 2, Saucier, October 14, 1936: 1 2, Deer Island, Jaouary
21t &, Saucicr, January 23;3 &, 1 2. Gulfport, April 4 and 16, September 29,
November 22, 1937: 5 8.3 @, Gulfport, January 2, February 19, October 13, 17.
and 30, December 3, 19, and 29: 2 2, Deer Island, January 13, December 31
4 8,1 9, Saucier, February 3, Scptember 28, November 5 and 22, December 161
1 &, Petit Bois Island, December 21. 1938: 1 &, Saccier, January 213 2 ﬂs. 1 @,
Gulfport, Mazch 10, April 15 and 17: 1 &, Duer Island, September 24. 1939: 1 g.

‘ ’I‘I.qe Brown Creeper is 2 fairly common winter resident on the Missis-
sippi coast, usually appearing shortly after the middle of October _and
dxs:'._:i_:mr:ng in the spring toward the end of March, \Whilc-'occasio’nall"
sccﬂ in the open pine woodlands on the majnland, the creeper's prefercnci‘
is for the thick strerches of hardwoods bordering the streams. These
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?ﬁi:jr}jm?j;y 22_-: L2, 2. Guifport, February 12, October 27: 1 2, D ‘
:fjaréh‘ ;e;’:\t;.r..‘ofirl- iii i : Ca:blsland, November 1. 1940 1 &, 3 © éultpgs
M 5. April 21 and 27, Gcober 6. 1941: 3 &, Guifport Janua' ) .
faxch 5. Apr d 27, R 2 12, Mz
?L—clsr:cll:bli.ql- 2, Sauciez, December 4. 1942: 1 3,1 2, DL'L'rrYIsiund Illjr::c:uisi
Ejv:cn-m;‘- ;:r—‘-,d. 111.;1, :1 . G'uI:port, January 11, September 27, NUV‘L'mbcr T
ember 2 2o o1 2, Eiloxi. February 2401 &, Saucier, December 14, 1943:

2 2, Gulipert, January &, Februany 23,

Thc House Wren is 2 common winter resident on the Mississippi coa't.
vccarring on both the mainland and on all the islands throughout t;e:-
winter @omhs. It is equally 2t home in the palmetto thickets in the
open pine woodlinds, znd in the tangled briar thickets bordering the
TrEams. \\'h~c.-'c often it might be passed unnoticed were it not fgr its
.‘w.rsh scelding notes, After the middle of April, 2n occasional bird can
o= heard singing, but even then it consisteatly remains well hidden in the

N 0

.._ﬂ.SC:n thickets,  As indicated above, the race recently described from
Chio is the form commaonly found on the Gulf coast

TROGLOGLYTES 4EDON PARKMANI AUDUBON
WesTErRN House WrEN
1957 1 7. Cat lsland, Februany 12; 2 @ i
O b G e v 12; 2 2., Gulfport, Aprit 9, May 1. 1942: 1
. On the basis of the specimens listed above, this western race of the
House .\\ .rc-n 15 aprarently of ar least casual occurrence on the Mississippi
czast during the winter months.

TRogloDYTES TROGLODYTES HIEMALIS VIEILLOT
EasTzan WINTER WREN
1’.?:‘1"‘ 1 7. Guirnorn Decermber 4,
o2, Scuder, Febroos 7
cedme o m Rt , )
1942: 1 3, Bloxi, November 14, 1943 1 9, Saucier, April 13,

1938; 1 %, Gulfport, March 12. 1939:

. ’{j’hls&dlmzox:n.nn'c 'wrcfa s a Iairly common winter resident on the main-
_n where it is fm.:'zd in many of the thicker stretches of woods bordering
the streams from the middle of October until the foHowing April Ic;
apparencly rarely reaches the islands, for it was noted only twice on Ij'eer
Isiand (October 12, 1935, and November 5, 1938) and once on Cat
Island (No_‘:cmbcr 1, 1939)}. The birds seen then -wr:rc feeding in
;?Imc:‘:o thxfkc-ts 'in the open pine woodlands, and seemed oddly ojt of
:]:zc; II;I.SU(C).": a situation. The earliest date of arrival for this species in
the fall is Ocrober 12 :

i 1:5 EIZZC;}_I” (1935) : the latest date of departure in the spring

VAt YL Gulfpart, Oceber 165 1 2, Cat Island, Nuvernber 1.
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TROGLODYTES TROGLODYTES PULLUS (BURLEIGH)
SOUTHERN WINTER WREN

: 1938: 1 &, 1 2, Gulfpory,
October 25 and 3011 %, Deer Isiand, November 5. 1939: 1 &, Gulfport, October
29. 1940: 1 3.1 9. Gulfport, February 22, April 15. 1941: 1 @, Gulfport,
March 2. 19420 1 %, Gulfport, December 10, 19432 1 2, 2 ¢, Gulfpurt, January

11, March § and 13,

. Judging from the number of specimens taken, this Southera Appalachian
race is apparcatly more common on the Gulf coast during the winter
months than typical hiemalis. The small serics taken on the Gulf coast
shows the Southern Winter Wren to be a well-marked subspecics, for it
is appreciably darker both above 2nd below than more northern breeding

birds.

1936: 2 9, Gulfport, January 23, November 19.

THRYOMANES BEWICKI BEWTICRI { AUDUBON)
Bewick WREN

1935: 1 2, Deur Island, October 701 2. Saucier, November 7. 19361 1 AL
1 ¢, Saucier, January 9, November 25, 1937 1 @, Saucier, September 28, 1938:
18, 1 2, Saucier, January 17, December 26, 19390 5 Q. Saucicr,, February 15,
March 1, December 210 19400 1 3. Biloxi, March 67 1 2, Swucicr. September 173
1 &, Deer Island, October 19 1941: 1 &, Saucier, December 7. 1942: 1 &,
Gulfport, December 9.

. The Bewick Wren is a fairly common winter resident on the Mississippi
coast, an occasional bird being seen on the mainland feeding about thickets
or stretches of underbrush bordering the roads or open felds, Tt is essen-
tially a hird of the more open county, and, in my experience, consistently
avoids the thick woods aloag the streams and bayous. Like so many of the
species that occur commonly on the coast during the winter months, it
shows a marked reluctance to leave the mainiand, for I noted it only
on Dcer Island at rather infrequent intervals. If it reaches the outer
islands at ail. it must be largely of accidental occurrence there. My foew
records for Decr Island are of single birds seen October 7, 1935; Oceber
19, 1940: October 11, 1941 ; September 28, 1942 ; and October 13, 1944,
The earliest date of arrival for this species in the fall is September 17
(1940) ; the latest date of departurc in the spring, March 25 {1941).

THEYOMANES BEWICKH ALTUS ALDRICH
APPALACHIAN BILWICK WREN

1939: 1 2., Gulfpost, October 1. 1940°

1937: 1 &. Saucier, December 23,
12, Saucier,

1'Q. Saucier, March 14. 1941: t @, Deer Tsland, Octeber 11, 1943:
December 29: 1 @, Lyman, December 30.

"] W. Aldrich has recently examined all the Bewick Wreas taken on the
Mississippi coast, and has identified the specimens listed above as repre-

senting the race he described from the castern United States.
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THRYOTHORL'S LULOVICIANUS EURGNOTUS LoweRry
SOUTHEASTERN CAROLINA WREN

1935: 1 2,2 2. Suuvie -
Febrone NN Saucier, Ozober 4, 5, and 9. 1937: 2 2,1 ¢ '
’ ~Ovemoer 13, anc 20; 2 2, Saucier, February 25, Dcé‘eggé‘r‘pg?

1238: 1 cier, Maren 1711 2
38 u lt-r‘.--f.;l.c.. 1701 2.2 2, Guliporr, April 2, May 11 touker 3
AR Islzad, fhoober 290 1940: 3 3. 2 7. Gulio e e 30,
wember 23 Diccember 25, 1941: L 2 2 © Culipore, Mo 12 D 3 N
-1 i 2,2 2, Gulipurt, March 12, D:cé~mb-;«""1

Decer

19422 1 ; Crtenny St -
oTing 1701 2, Gultpurt, December 31, 1943, 5 ©

C.v.‘!‘fpu:_-j_»r.;.‘::_r}' 50140 and Febroary 210132 Suuwcie RS W ;
j;n;]:;ry C. 1‘):1;1: 1 2. G.lipor, Octber 112.:.15‘1:?-‘51‘3;1';?;";5 ‘{;c?‘;b‘i?‘z?m)xj‘
e Carels Ve s i i
ot b;ﬂz itju:l;r:; .:.hj ff;ﬁaor; rlc-sxdcnt species on the Missim:’ppi
e :he e on : An.. n in :‘.H the stretches of woodlands
ordening the s . o‘cca‘slozuI bird was secn feeding in th
:..Jrnc.:o thickets ia the open pine woodlands, but ordinarily thci‘:‘: wren:
Ejl xg;h-e?b;;:d fz;;‘froc.;r: thc::underbr-ush along -the streams and bayous.
i e;ﬂ,_:r or nrcccssmy Irwgcl.y in the palmetto thickets,
: recen: cric xamization of the series listed above reconfirms my
criginal opinion that this recently described race is worthy of recognitio }
Iil;s_ap-_::'eg‘:;siy darker both zbove and below than typical !;m’azirr’.:r:zz?‘
'?‘;L.khi; :lzdnii)n :.15 a sr:.a.ﬂc:r bill than eid'}cr ludoricianus or m.f':wwmij:
’ 82 it g t‘ce considered somewhat intermediate berween these two
r20es SO Tar as.:t_s corsal coloration is concerned, its extensive ranee in the
io;t:ea;:‘:-rn United States where it is strictly resident, combinedowfth its
r!cmr =t constant morerological differencies, justify its subspecific recog-
THRYCTHUFL'S LULGUICIANUS BURLEIGH LOWIRY
Burieice Caronina WreN
1 2. Cat Island, February 12 24; 2 &

Morh .2 1. ;I; Tt e, DLF?;M 5?‘(1 b1 ¥ o
35,2 %, Q:‘Islmd_ TmL.__"— 2];.H}~I._1:rc:'11)?é.: b9, T Ishad, Jenuary 21 1942

Thxf:, insular race of the Carelina Wren is a common bird on all of the
outer islands. It is well distributed in the leng stretches of open pin
woodin:l‘.dj that chamacterize these islands. The ground covch;eri ij
pri"dc.)mlf‘.’_ntf}' the dwarf palmeno that forms almost impenetrabie thickets
Itis In these thickets that the wrens are found. They are usually shy anci
are quite adept at keeping out of sight; so unless searched for the;' are
rarely scen. Represeating as ther do a sedentary species, it is probable
tha.r the-\. occurred there when the islands were originally a part of the
mm‘nianc. Their adzruation to conditions so radically different from those
uncc.‘r wh‘:'ch the species lives on the mainland, combined with their pres-
ent isolation, has doubtless permitted the differentiation and perpetuation
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f the characters that make them distinct at the prescat time, Observation

ver a period of years revealed little fluctuation in numbers, and they
should continue to be one of the commonest birds of these isolated islands.

TELMATODYTES PALUSTRIS PALUSTRIS (W1LsON)
LONG-BILLED MaRsH WREN

1936: 2 9, Bay Su Louis, January 11, 1939: 1 2, Gulfport, October 15 1 &,

ﬁeﬁ Island, Novernber 11.
Although not typical, the specimens listed ab
because of their small size and distinctly reddish upper parts.

ove are referred to palustris

TELMATODYTES PALUSTRIS ILIACUS RIDGWAY
PRAIRIE MarsH WREN

1935: 1 &, Dreer Island, October 71 1 @, Graveline Bayou, Nuovember 5. 1937:

1 ¢, Guifport, Seprember 27. 1938: 1 &, Gulfport, January 19, 1939: 1 2.
1940: 1 &, Deer Island,

Gulfport, October 11 1 &, Deer Island., November 11,
September 261 1 7, Gulfport, October 9, 1942: 1 3, Deer Island, September 26.

1943: 1 &, Deer [sland, May 1.

The Prairie Marsh Wren appears to be a fairly commen winter resident
on the Mississippi coast. Comparatively few of the Long-billed Marsh
Wrens scen during the winter months were taken, but of the small series
now on hand sixty per cent were found to represent this mid-western
race. Although normally seen in the stretches of salt marsh, an occa-
sional bird appeared in the fall in a rather odd environment. Siagle birds
were seen twice in a palmetro thicket in the open pine woodlands on
Deer Island, and several others were seen at Gulfport feeding in thickets
at the edge of large pecan orchards. The carliest date of arrival for this
species in the fall is September 22 (1942} ; the latest date of departure

in the spring is May § (1943).

TELMATODYTES PALUSTRIS THRYOPHILUS OBERHOLSER
LoUISIANA MARSH “WREN

1939: 1 2, Deer Island, November 11.

1938: 1 @, Deer Island, April 30.
1942: 1 &,

1941: 5 &. 1 @, Pascagoula, June 31 3 3, Pascagoula, October 26.
1 ¢, Pascagoula, May 8. 1944: 1 9, Deer Island, October 13,

Although there is no scarcity of suitable habitat, this specics is extremely
local in its distribution on the Mississippi coast during the summer
months. Both on the mainland and on the islands there are marshes in
which it could nest, but T know of only two widely separated places where
it now breeds. These are the wide stretch of salt marsh at the mouth of
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the Pascagoula River, and 2 similar marsh at the mouth of the Prar] River
south of Pearlington. Here these wrens occur in scattered pairs in the
high recds that border the aumerous pools and stretches of open water,
They are probably largely resident in these marshes, for at Pascagoula |
found them as plentful late in Ocrober as they were early in June,
Specimens taken dusing the breeding scason were typical thrys philus.

CISTOTHGRUS PLATENSIS STELLARIS (NAUMANN)
SHORT-BILLED MaRrsH WREN
(1935: 1 2. Swaer, Octeler 4. 1936: 1 9. Saucier, November 20, 1938;
1 <. Cat Bland, January 15, 1939: 1 g, Gulfport, December 14, 1942- ,

. . 1
Gulizern, April 287 1 7 'im., Deer Island, Septumber 28. 1943: 2 3, Duer Iland,
Januise 1, April 16.

-
>

Tre Short-billed Marsh Wren is a fairly common winter resident on the
Misssssipps coast. usuzlly azpearing in the fall in early October, and lin.
gering in the spring until the end of April. On the islands it occurs in
the srretcnes of salt marsh, with an evident preference for the edges
where the marsh grass is short and thick. On the mainland, however, its
habizs are radically differenr. There it is found in fields or open places
in the pine woodlands that ire overgrown with broom scdge, but at times
it veaures into thickets bordering such sites. During the non-breeding
scason the presence of water is scemingly a minor consideration where
these birds are concerned: so even the driest fields have 2 normal popule-
tion. zrovided the broom sedge is thick enough to afford sufficient shelter.
The zariiest date of arrival in the fall is September 28 (1942) ; the latest
date of departure in the spring is April 28 (1942). '

Family MiMIDAE

Minys poLyeroTTos porveLorros (LINNAEUS)
EASTERN MOCKINGBIRD
1936: 2 2, Savder, January 6 December 3. 1937:1 8,1 9, Gulfport, Septems
ber 30, October 1. 1941: 1 &. 1 @, Deer Lsland, January 18, March 21, 1942:
¥ &, im. Guliport, August 2. 1943: 1 fledgling 2, Gulfport, May 10. 1944: 1 &,
2 2, Guliport, Omober 10; T 3, 1 2, Biloxi, October 11; 2 2, Gulfport,
October 12,

This familiar bird is common and is of general distribution throughout
the year on both the mainland and all the islands, occurring wherever there
are thickets or strerches of underbrush in which it can nest. While less
often obscrved during the winter months, it is nevertheless present in its
usual sumbers, for it is merely quiet and rather inconspicuous at this season
of the vear.

ioN
[
—
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DUMETELLA CAROLINENSIS (LINNAEUS)
CATBIRD

v, I ;17
135 13 Seuden Sepaber 2 13 iodr. 1§ Culigors. Dicery
%?;‘fxi;ﬁs 4 JQ,, Deer Isl'?nd, 1’(\gprilG 9I.Fp1239éql:tc?n‘bgolr; Isll;?i‘é“ }’anza.ryl ?_é
: Deer Island, January 26: 1 &8, Gultportt, o¢ er 17, AR
%u;;slliloagdjﬁf;?:vszoi ,} [13)8356131&:}?::% II\rI:?y’ lG';'L'f“'_’POQn: %{‘Lp:: Tj;;dl,j&pz)embcr 162.
November 13. 1943: 1 @, Biloxi, January 6. |
The Catbird occurs on the Mississippi coast as 2 common transient fmd
25 a rather uncommon winter resident. The presence of wintering bl'rd:],‘.
frequently made it rather difficult to Jetermine the actual date o‘iijf{“ﬂf
of spring transients, but they apparently appear after the mi r:‘c.)
April, and are always plentiful by the cnd of the month: D.cparturc 1:10
the spring is often surprisingly late. Although the -SPCC]?SdtS 1"1‘c>r‘ma“}
gone by the middlc of May, on more than onc occasion birds xw_rc- sccn’
atil almost the first of June. In the fall they usually
dle of September, are pluntifuf within a few days, and
During the winter months only an

on Deer Island u
appear by the mid
‘remain so for a month or more.
occasional bird is seen in the thicker stretches of woods, but as they are

-quiet and inconspicuous at that time, many are doubt{ess. overlookfcd.
“Extreme dates of occurrence for the spring migration arc April 13 (1940)
and May 30 (1940}, and for the fall migration, September 12 (1942)

and October 25 (1940).

ToxosToMA RUFUM RUFUM (LINNAEUS)
EASTERN BroOWN THRASHER
i 7 3G: 3 ie ;16 and
35: 2 &, Saucier, December 5 and 17. 1936: 3&, 19, Saucier, January

20 11\951? S (_)]uly §: 2 2., Gulfport, January 25, October 11, 1937: 1 &, Gulfport:
'De;cembtr ’5 1939: 1 9, Gulfport, June 18, 1940: 2 &, 2 9, Gulfport, ]anuir}.
12 Novemb‘cr 10, December 22, and 25; 2 @, Deer Island, February 21, June 28.
19:11' 1 3.2 2, Guifport, May 11, and 16, October 18: 1 @, Biloxi, June 119:
1942; 1 Q‘, Deer Island, November 3; 3 &, Gulfport, December 4: 18, :mcl%1 ,_6:
"1 &, Saucier, Decernber 14, 194311 9, Biloxi, January 65 1 &, Saucier, March 17

14, Gulfport, May 10.

The Brown Thrasher is 2 common bird throughout the ycar on the
mainland, occurring about thickets and underbrush in woods border_ing
the streams. While it nests on the islands, it is by no means plentiful
“there. Usually two pairs can be found on Deer Islnd during the sumsmer
moaths, and it occurs in possibly the same aumbers on the oute.r islands.
In the winter, however, these birds were seen on the outer islands as

frequently as on the mainland.
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ToXuSTOMA RUFUM LONGICAUDA {BaIrD)
WESTERN BROWN THRASHER

1939: 1 Q. Ssucier, Feb ;17 i
Suscion, Februgty 16 - Feoruary 1701 2, Saucier, December 21, 1940; | 2

This western race ‘ :
S, n race of the Brown Thrasher, characterized by its longer
+aa paler upper parts. is apparently ar |
! aad paler upper 3 east of casual occurrence
Mississippi coast during the winter months e on the

Family TURDIDAE
TURDUS MIGRATORIVS MIGRATGRILS LINNALUS
Eastern Rosin

1935: 1 ¢ ulfsor e

Saucier, Jonuary S Yeymher 2 1 3. Suucier, Decamber 111936 1 3

arch 2 2 2 Dueer Iilapd P or. November 15, 1938: ] 2 ra Island
;f}' {3 g,}..m%‘;rD;—:.r Is].'.’_{}d.' Octuber 29, December 21, 1993;; 7] 5\-5‘",-“. Island,
Gt oo 5};.-- ior s I: 7. H: on Isiand, lanuary 21; 2 3‘.'Gul?pnr‘t Hfl’li;}ur. J'Jl:u.
and 23, November 1+ ﬁ(-c) ;:.',qulfp””‘ January 13, February 25 .M1rchdf} o
Cot Tl pabeen 2 b emier 313 4. faudier, Januzry 13, December 70.Di 190'
19412 3.4 2. Gulivert, Fobe %. Deer Island, February 13, and 21, March 16,
Do 2 8,4 2. Geliport, Februazy 5. 14, and 27, March 11, and 25. Nov e
March 2. % and 15 “:“E‘“érl\-*‘:fmbgr 6.°1942:2 2,2 9. Guifport, Februs ‘if;

PRty in: 2 I, Bilext, February 24; o T « bebruary 10,
O 2 2, Bilial, February 241" 2. Saucicr, Novembe :
1 &. Gulfpurt, Febreary 18: 1 3, Deer sland, Mzrchmllgfu‘ November 10, 1943;

The Robin 1 i {
o f: k! corr;.mcn winter resident on the Mississippi coast, lacoe
ang Irequently scen throughout the wi i th
: G ) a ¢ winter months both 1
open mine woods and = thi O @ the
ﬂgcn .d ¢ woods “d in the thick woeds bordering the streams The first
%3 do not wseally appear unril y N '
¥ oappear unul carly November, b Imos
o or sl ; 1 ¢r. but almost 1t once
qoc_’w**ec-“ _tskn.ml. Although they occur regularly on the islands, the
Hd0Cxs seen there are never aumercus ntai tew
ks 1 . and they contai “Jativ
mdividuals, Findi 3 ) 7 felatively fow
e tI): .me..ng 2 hundred or more of these birds feeding tooether
il berries 1 opeh pine woods i  con
. ne on the mainland. was
occurrence ;. whereas, on D \ " Robius v
: re2s, cer Island 2 Aock of ev i
; ; f even twenty Robins was
excepstonal, Until the £ i .
F i the first of March there | !
: h $ no noticeable decre i
either ¢ e - 5ize o
@ '_he nd:{mbcx or the size of the flocks seen. After that date. how
SVET, T . ) ' )
“‘nei isappear rapidly, and by the middle of the month only an
oCCasior is s {asct i :
onal bird }s seen. March 21 is the average date on which the last
Sird was noted in the spring.

TURDUS MIGRATORIUS ACHRUSTERIS {BATCHELDER)
SoUTHERN RoBIy

1936: 1 2 fport 2 3
_\‘ovcgr:-,': r11(;-. ggl_tolr‘zl’c-bsr:{: lnr:al 2. Il)seer Island, April 10; 1 2, Saucier
e : 2. rer. January 18, 1939: 2 2, Gulfport, Janua ;
. ok Y

1%, February . 2 z ver Is
ebruary 19:1 2.1 %, Deer Island, January 26, December 7.1 @, Biloxi,

Februam 2. : 3
ruan 1940: 1 2.1 9. Deer Island. March 2Z,and 901 2.1 9. Biloxi
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eh 6 and 21. 1941: 1 &, Gulfpoct, Januaty 165 1 &, Deer Island, May 7.
1942: 2 &. Gulfport, January 18, December 23 1 @, Deer Island, November 13,
1945: 2 9, Gulfpurt, February 16, Macch 35 1 2, Deer Island, February 24.
On the basis of the specimens taken, the southern race of the Robin
3Ppea.rs to be far less plentiful on the coast than typical migralorius, for
less than a third of the Robins collected were found to represent
&bhfﬂem:. The species s reported to have nested for several years at
Biloxi, but I have no definite breeding records myself. Of interest in this
nnection, however, is the fact that a bird taken by me on Deer Island
on May 7, 1941, was a male of this race with enlarged testes suggestive
of a breeding bird. It is not at all improbable that a pair of these birds
pested at Biloxi during that year, and that the male merely happened
to have crossed the open channel to the island on the morning I found it

there in the open pine woods.

TURDUS MIGRATGRIUS PROPINIQUUS RIDGWAY
WesTERN ROBIN

1941: 1 ?. Gulfport, March 11,
Although not typical, the specimen listed above was referred to this
western race both by John W. Aldrich and Alden H. Miller. Miller, in
commenting, on its characters, wrote as follows: “Dorsal coloration not
olivaceous enocugh for propinguus. although it is paler than typical migra-
torins. Size typical propinguuas—lar out of size range of migratorins.”
Although intermediate in its characters, this specimen is closer to
propingiciis than to migratorins, and is therefore considered to represent
the western race.

TURDUS MIGRATORIUS NIGRIDEUS ALDRICH AND NUTT

NEWFOUNDLAND ROBIN

1936: 1 @, Saucier, January 20. 1940: 1 & . Saucier, February 16. 1941: 1 &,
Gulfport, March 6. 1942: 1 &, Gulfport, December 21,
This well-marked race is probably more common on the Guif coast
than the few specimens taken indicate. The appreciably darker upper parts
readily scparate this race from achrusterns and migratorins, but this
character is frequently rather difficult to detect in the fzli and winter when
the blackish bases of the feathers are pastly obscured by light tips. Being
familiar with the abundance of the Newfoundland bird on its breeding
range, 1 am confident that the few available records for it from the south-
ern United States merely indicate that the race has been largely over-

looked.
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HyrocicHia musTeL 0 (G.\rzu.\’)'
YWoon THrisH

1935: 3 2.1 %, Saucier.

s

: -+ bare - .
Deer sl I X fun: 7. OF».O./..” 19, ind 23, November 1-
]9;:7. s:.m:{. %I..ul?f.r Pl.O1956: 1 3, Guifport, April 811 ¢ ;n:“'*;lb'-;r_l, 1
Sivcicr f'*z"u-« ‘-}fP“-'nr- i\fli’m‘\ 28. 1938: 1 5, Gulfport, Mazch "’9UCL1r 'CTL‘I
TG A ]L] 240 19390 1 2, Gulfpen, June 2701 2. S.ucier j_ﬂ e
I\'l:n'd rj'{arii\ .;nd\‘ng:'-' L '-': . Gulfport, May 28, June 2 194[“" L:-‘L-;?; 19+¢
sland, April 1 May = and 16, 1942: 2 3.1 3 im RTACSOTLRI
August 220 1943 2 -, Guiipors, Aptil 4. Mas 9.1 - Guliport, May 11, July 14,

G

. Tlfm Wood Thrush is 2 fairly common summer resident on the Missg

-SIPpl- cg&st, although it nests only on the mainfand and is rﬂthcir~l‘ 135“5‘
its dxstrx.buton there. There were certain favored stretches ofwwoodsoi':;ll"m
the species was found year afier year. There were other similar areas d;rf
appaared 10 offer the same inducements but in which the specics o?:ilr:d

only as st i
; an uncommon transient, Proximity to the coast is apparentiy no

ust a f

ilb()ut Biloxi during the summer moriths :-_z ?:r:lolal;:;lctic?uirgon'lor
inland.  In the spring the first birds usually appear the l:zs:: —'»\cl;ua
March, and within a week or ten days become plentiful. On Deer I?Ia :in
whf:re the species does not breed, it arrives as carlv as it docs ;n tnh‘
mainland, and small flocks are frequently ovbserved there until the middic
of .\f:?y (latest record, May 13, 1942). There are a few records for the
outer 1slands (Car Island, April 25, 1937, and Ship Island, April 10 m;
May 1, _194'0). Thcxfall mugration begins the latter part of Sc tcml;cr
for ar this tme. the first small flocks reappear on Deer Island zfltho r'";
noted as carly as September 22 . o

factor in its distribution. for it was

e o oy 3 Seprembes - -(1936), it is usually a week later before

. the open pine woods. For a month then they are of
comfnor? occurrence on the island. The carliest date of arrival for this
species in the spring is Mazch 26 (1937) : the latest date of departure in
the fall is November 1 (1935). ?

Hyrocicdes qurrara Faxoxl BANGS AND PENARD
EasTeay Herarr THRUSH

1935: 1 2, Saucier, Novermber 14. 1936: 3 i
- . . Novern - 1936: 3 2, Saucier, January 3 nl 2 ‘
i bi} ?-uilfp-:in. D_r;muary 18, 1938: 1 8,2 @, S:lucigr. Magch iﬁp'f\&;f an
N 75. 19293- Jeer Is‘;‘lm‘d. Ocrt_)ber 29:1 2.1 2, Gulfport, Nov.cmbcr 20.
ber 3 md.-G. Dc;:c";lgaro(; 31‘355-1:{““. ibfmgr,v 17, March 7, October 26 Nf‘"fm"
. . mibe . ¥ . Horn Is 3 : & ¢
}I::u.zry 32. OTctobcr 29, November 2, 7, ;Z.f:nlis,]z:?in%-ni. i 07‘3 %x-c;ullflpo?
andu:.:y ;;}:,,{lowfrmcr 4, Decernber 19, 1940: 2 2, 8 .Q, é::i-f:pnr; I;;;u;\rﬂ?"'
21, fuary 3. i1, and 25, March 5, 7, and 24. Ocober 27 Dcce;nbcr 611 9~
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¢ Island, February 4; 2 4.2 %, Duer Island, February 13, March 16, and 23,
ovember 133 2 @, Saucier, February 20, April 1133 Q. Biloxi, March 6, and 15,
prit 12. 11 4.1 9, Pearlington, February 151 8, Saucier, April 9. 1942:
2, Gulfport, December 21, 19431 1 2. Gulfpurt, April 20.

The Hermit Thrush is 2 common winter resident on the Mississippi
coast, appearing iq the fall the last week in October, and lingering in the
almost the end of April. It eccurs both on the mainland and
ywhere, being noted as

spring uatil
on 2ll the islands, and is apt to be scen almost an
fren about thickets in the opea pine woods as in the thick woods
\bordering the streams. The carliest date of arrival in the fall is October
1 (1941) ; the latest date of departure in the spring is April 22 (1943).

The serics listed above was taken with the object of determining the
“presence on the Guif coast during the winter of any of the currently
ecognized western races.  All were found to be typical of the castern

with the exception of a female collected at Gulfport on

race, faxoni,
ller as

anuary 21, 1940. This specimen was identificd by Alden H. Mi
; but as intermediate in characters and closcly approaching guttala.

HyLocicHLA USTULATA SwANsoNt (TSCHUDI)
OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH

24, 1936: 1 &.1 9, Gulfport, April 25, May 6.

71937: 1 2. Horn [sland, May 1271 © . Gulfport, September 21, 1939: 24,3 9,

Gulfport, May 16, October 8, 18, and 29: 1 ©. Saucier, September 205 2 @, Cat
- Island, September 21, October 3. 1940: 1 &, Cat Island, May 53 2 2,35 2, Dear
Istand, May 10, 16, and 21, September 26, 1941t 1 &.2 9, Duur Island, May 13,
October 1 and 11; 1 2, Gulfport, September 22, 19420 1 &, 2 9, Deer Tsland,

" May 7 and 13, September 205 1 2, Gulfpurt, May 9.

The Olive-backed Thrush is a common transient on the Mississippi
e spring and in the fall. On the

1935: 1 &, Saucier, September

coast, and is equally numerous both in th
mainland it was found only in the woods bordering the streams, while on

the islands the small focks neted were in the thickets and underbrush at
the edge of the open pine woods. It was possibly most common carly in
May and again eatly in October. Extreme dates of cccurrence were April
25 (1936) and May 21 (1940), and September 20 (1942) and October
29 (1939). In cach case the dates represent specimens taken that were

typical of the castern race.

HyLocicHLa USTULATA ALMAE OBEREOLSER
WESTERN OUIVE-BACKED THRUSH

1 9. Gulfport, October 11. 1937: 1 &,
1 &. Guifport, October 15, 1940:
1941: 1 2. Gulfport,

1935: 1 3. Saucier, December 2.
Gulfport, May 2, 1939: 1 @, Saucier, May 11
1 &, Gulfport, May 11: 1 &, Deer Island, Sceptember 21,
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2 2, Deer Inland. May 10, October 2 i3
(o2 % Deer Blend. May 10, 21, 1943: 2 2 5 it
412 %, Galfpess Muv 3 and 11, 243 8. Deee Island. Apri
. ‘Thc s‘.’r_,aH SIS sted zsove was compared with breeding specimens
Of ainae frum the Recky Mountains and was found to be typical. Al
J;oug:*. recopmzed by few tzvonomists since it was originally described
imae 15 unguestionable a val =, It Is disti : ‘ .
Zoa 15 unguestionably \;..d race. Itis d'::,tmctiy grayer and less brown-
! \“ ¢ thzn s suasons This subspecics apparently crosses the Gulf
s . e wlee I Cepapt : !
of 2 lexico regulacly in its mizrations to and from its winter quarters, and
fience occurs as @ fairly comimon transient on the Gulf coast. A

Hyvioctozea winrua auNiva (LAFRESNAYE)
Grev-CHEEKED THRUSH

cier, September 23, October 2. 1936: 1 8. Gulfport

1935: 1 2,1 %,
‘\' JTLLI A Ly Y A T g
I;..;}- G2 a ; My 2901 3, 1 9, Sauder, September 17 and 28.
193;3' 23, E_‘. o Aﬂp:i. 22, and 29, Muy 135 1 2, Szucier, September 23,
F o8, Luliplrt Apn 27, September 25, 1939: 1 &, 5 2, Gulfport, April 20

f‘P{;"‘:ﬁ:fr 24 _%c:(l’xr Tnd 27y £, Dewr Islund, Apnl 215 2 &, Saucier, Sep-
i-m‘ 3 20 3.;3: 26. !19-10:’5 i, Gulfpurt, April 24, 27, and 28, May 11 and 14;
C,j} E _;,\ et Iz-.:m:i_ .:-.pnl_ =% September 261 1 3, Ship Island, May 1 1 9’
= ss’j \ .Ifa 5 ;r AL .c::Juxx._:«:p:cm‘ber 28. 1941: 1 2, Gulfport, May 8; 1 8’
gjjc," {Fr. ..nd }:gy' I’:. and 21 1942: 2 2. Deer Island, May 7 :md'lS: 1 8'
xoabay D50 19430 1 I, Deer Island, April 1201 &, Gulfport, April 20. '
The status of this specics s much the same as that of the Olive-backed
Thrush. excent thae it 15 rare’s seen in focks. Uusually one or two birds
are fo_:nd in woeds bordening a stream on the mainland, or, if scen eon
one of the siands, abour a thizkes in the open pine woods. It is 2 common

transicent both in the spring ind in the £2ll and was recorded almost daily
during the latter part of Acril and early in May, and again late in
September and the fisst half of October. Extreme dates of occurrence in
the spring are April 12 (194%) and May 31 (1941) (specimens collected
on Deer Island on each of 2sse dates), and in the fzll, Scptember 12
(1942) (Deer Island) and Ozober 27 (1939) (Gulfport).

HYLoCitHiA “iN1MA BICKNELLL RIDGWAY

BroovELL THRUSH
1936: 1 £, Saucier, Seprember 23.
This southern race of the Gray<hecked Thrush is apparently an ex-
tremely scarce fall transient oz the Gulf coast; for although I frequently

1939: 1 2, Deer Island, October 13.

collected a bird that appeared rather small in the field, only the two.

specimens listed above were feund to represent bicknelis,
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HYLOCICHLA FUSCESCENS FUSCESCENS (STEPHENS)
VEERY

1936: 1 &, Saucier, May 5; 2 €, Gulfport, May 6 and 7. 1937: 1 8,1 9,
Gulfport, May 3, September 215 1 8, Deer Island, September 13, 1938: 1 @,
“Saucier, May 3: 1 %, Deer Island, May 6; 1 &, Guliport, May 8. 1939: 1 &,
Gulfporr, September 15; 1 &, Cut [sland, September 215 1 &, Saucier, October 5.
1940: 1 &, 2 9, Deer Island, April 26, May 10 and 13; 1 &, Ship Island, May 13
©19, Car Island, May 5; 14, 12, Gulfport, May 6 and 12, 1941 223, 19, Deer
:Istand, May 7, and 10, October 1. 1942: 2 &, Gulfport, April 22, Scptember 1;
2,1 2, Deer Island, May 8 and 13, September 12. 1943: 1 &, 1 2, Gulfpor,
prif 25, May 11; L &, 1 2, Deer Istand, April 24, May 12.
The Veery, so far as its status on the Mississippi coast is concerned,
has much in common with the two preceding species of Hylvcichla. 1t is a
“common transicnt both in the spring and in the fall, and although fre-
" quently seen alone about thickets or underbrush, it is just as often found
feeding with other thrushes, It likewise appears at approximately the
same time in the spring 2ad in the fall, and is usually recorded almost
~daily late in April and carly in May, and again throughout most of
September. Only at infrequent intervals was it noted in flocks. On the
‘mainland it invariably occurs in the dense woods bordering the streams,
but on the islands it {5 not uncommon to find it about the palmetto
thickets in the open pine woods. Extreme dates of occurrence in the spring
are April 20 (1939) (Gulfport) and May 14 (1942) {Deer Island), and
in the fall, August 30 (1938) (Cat Island). and October 16 (1939)
(Gulfport.) _
HyLOCICHLA FUSCESCENS SALICICOLS RIDGWAY

WiLLow THRUSH

1935: 1 9, Suucier. September 24, 1936: 2 &, Deer Island: August 31;

el
- Gulfpors, September 19, October 4, 193701 3,1 2, Gulfport, Septeraber 14 a
16. 1938: 1 &, Cat Island, August 505 1 3. Gulfport. September 25, 1939: 2

[940:. 2

Gulfport, ‘April 20, October 11; 1 &, Deer Island, September 27,
1 @, Gulfport, April 24, Scptember 23 and 29; 1 3, Deer Island, September 12,
On the basis of the specimens listed above this western race of the
Veery appears to be a rather scarce transient in the spring, but a fairly
common fall transient on the Mississippi coast.

HYLOCICHLA FUSCESCENS FULIGINOSA HOWE
NEWFOUNDLAND VEERY o
1936: 1 @, Saucier, September 15. 1939: 1 &, Gulfport, September 24,
This Newfoundland race of the Veery is in my opinion, 2 valid sub-
specics. It most closcly resembles salicicols, but although the upper parts
are perceptibly darker than in fuscescens, there is also a very evident ruddy
tinge on the back that readily scparates it from saficicola. Since this race
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Is known to ocour curing the summer months only in Ncwfoundlmd,
where It is scarce, it is predebly an vocommon tarnsient anywhe

5 It south
Of i35 brexding range.

SiaLla SLaLis siaLis {LINNAEUS)
EASTERN BLUEBIRD

a, Acul 14, 3 g, Saucier, May 11, August 15, December
Decemaer 24, 1936: 1 3, Saucter, March §. 1957: 3 2
o, Febmuary 10, Apzl 20, May 2951 &, Cat Island, February 23 2 2
island, voember 20 1038: 1 3, Saucter, March 35: 1
: w391 201 2, Hurn blund, Junuary 210 1wk
Iysb: L 2, Bi s, February 26, 1942 1 %

. November 10

5. Gulfpan,
Sy Galrpor,
c Bilexi, Februopy 24
¢ Bliebird is one of the most cheracteristic birds of the Ofcn pine
®00ls. and is common and of general distribution thr
the mainlzad. The S ECIES

Bircs thar bred farther norm

oughout the year on
is most numcrous during the winter months,
A appear in focks carly in November and re.
maiz untii February, Qddly enough, there are no records for Deor Island,
Conditions there in the Open pine woods are much the same as on the
mainiand, Lut it was mever found nesting on the island, nor was it scen
there during the winter months. Finding the specics resident on Horn
Island was therefore anexpected. My fiest visit to Horn Island was on
August 21, 1936, and on thae day a flock of six Blucbirds, four of them
fully grown younz of the year, were scen at the western end of the
Thzt these birds zzparently never cross the 16 miles of open
wates t0 thr maalind appears rather evidene from the fact that on No-
vember 4, 19537, apd zgain on j:muary 21, 1939, scartered pairs were
obsered on the island in the open pine woods. I have one record for Cat
Islani, 3 fock of eight birds seen on February 12, 1937,

iland.

=

A characteristic
thar of 2 nsst found at Siacier on March 25, 1938, thar
Reld four siightly incubated cggs. It was 5 feetr from the ground in 2
fatural cxviy in 2 dead pine at the side of 2 road,

Sreeding record i

Family Syrvioag
POLIOPTILA CAZRULEA CAERULEA (LINNAELS)
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER

%. Gulipars, March 11: 12,12, Deer Ishind, April 18, November 24,
; Hipier, April 2101 2, Deer Island, December 13, 1938: 1 3,
2.1939: 1 2, Woolmarker, November 10; 1 9, Cat Island,
194G: 1 2. Biloxi. March 21: 2 ¢, Gulfport, March 24, December
H: 1 2, Deer Island, Occber 13,

The Blue-gray Gaatcatcher is 2 fairly common summer resident on the

Mississippi coast. It usually 22pears in the spring shortly after the middle

No. 20 Birds of Mississippi 429

of March and is rarcly scen in the fall after the middle of October. . It
. commonly on the islands as on the mginlnnd, the prcfscnce of IJ?re
Zisfdznaswhich to nest apparently being the onc fnctc?r that :Fﬁ;c?c;rgz
distribution during the summer months. Only rarely s cn'(:*.th. ,fbi.hnd
; in the winter, My few definite records are as follows: ‘ o 5 d,
P ber 13, 1937 Petit Bois Island, December 21, 19‘37, Cat san‘,
g:cczber 13, 1940; Gulfport, December 11, 1940. I; Is p(;ss:btleHZI:z
i ; , er Is on MNovember 24, 19365 a
S e Tiifén?k;f:dflatl?;;r; I:rlxﬁc‘ir,ldat Woolmarket on November 10,
ISL’fﬂd o sented wintvcrinq individuals, for otherwise my latcsf f:z-ll
1939:1 ':::pCr)cctobcr 25, 1938.‘“ The carliest date of arrival in the spring 15
;;:r)éh 11 (1936) ; the average date is March 20.

REGULLUS SATRAPA SATRAPA LICHTENSTEIN
EAsTERN GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET
Tev ary 177 1 a‘
: tober 25. 193G: 1 2, Saucier, January 17 ‘
G'ul%gggt‘ iia?c‘h G”'uSlfpoler.%'?chD ar Gulfport, Ocmbua Zg:t !I. IQ;j I:iq%rferé;gnf
Fobe N “He 3 2171 , Cat Islanag, ¢ .
39: Horn Island, Jaouary 213 ‘
Nove?'n;eé 4'51'11(?3:'9‘1\Ilarc9h' 21?[1—11‘)42: 1 &.1 2, Deer Island, M:Tr,c?‘]? de;?gl;a:;‘%,
gfal-sland ‘I\'iurf‘h‘léz 1 &, Saucier, March 19. 1943: 1 &, Deer Island, 3
The Golden-crowned Kinglet is a common winter r651dentbon thg
Mississippi coast. It appears in the fall the latter part of Octo hcr, ;r;\_e
wsually disappears in the spring shortly after the middle of March. . :he
so many of the birds that winter commonly in the southern p:;rt ;)- the
State, it consistently avoids the open pin'e \\'o?ds on t.he- m‘au-ld:-u;o,rdcr-
smli flocks that are scen are almost invariably in the thick ‘Hoo. sth A
. it feeds 1 i n the live
i islands, however, it feeds impartially i
ing the streams. On the 15 A Jmpertiay i the e
i ine is frequently scen during the
oaks and in the pines, and is / he w !
with flocks of Pine Warblers. The earlicst date of arrival in t}}e izll;;
1 i - i ar
October 20 (1937) ; the latest date of departure in the spring is
27 (1942).
REGULUS CALENDULA CALENDULA (LINNAEUS)
EAsTERN RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET
©1935: 1 9, Deer Island, September 28, 1936: 1 &, 1 c%‘l?ulr;pcgécgﬁgzl: ?2.2,
April 19‘- 1 3' Deer Island, September 30, 1940: 1 &, Qu Gpolrf‘ort cmoaer 23,
- 1p4riv 1'13 1 9, Deet Istand, February 13, Octeber 751 4,__' Ti: 5 b M: oh 30
19942-' 1 8.1 9, Deer Island. March 14, September 22. 1943 2 D Island,
KMarcin Z; 1‘3 1'9, Gulfport, April 10 aad 25; 18, 29, Biloxi, Apri +2%, a0
7 1%, Saucier, April 23, - N
< is als inter resident on
The Ruby-crowned Kinglet is also a common w1g pident on
Mississippi coast; it occurs both on the mainland and on all the .



439 ;
T. D. Burleigh Oce. Papers

Unlike the precedin

.
& ! =
W‘IEb) tis SC.[dO.l]l secn n ﬁOCl\S- Sl -,JC blfdb!

ral . ;
o th::;_t Sm; S; ,.:.:: _;og_c—me'r,_ are found practically anywhere
| - birt gy 1_1;:. Inu;ﬁ t1{1 “:»htch :t‘ can feed. Ia the fall, an occasional
Lo o el in a;:ec.rl.iacr, butllt is us%xally the end of October before
- 2 watly e *and are invariably gone before the
i\;*ozf)th:hle?ih (;l'hc carliest date t?f arrival in the fallgis September t;‘;
; stest date of departure i the spring is April 27 (1943).,

there are

Family MotaciLLipag
ANTHLS SPINGLEITA RUBESCENS (TUNéTALL)
AMERICAN Preir

193%; 1 2. X:ucier o

Gu::‘g‘;n, ‘.;J'_’:b.ar\]:t:i-\.—;l.I;.‘i;:'.,1 DQC‘C.,BDE‘I.' 11; 1 3, GUprUrt‘ December 28, 1936: | 2
193% 1 2. Guitporr, I .'_.?r Island, Februury 281 1 9. Saucier, A\'H\"cn.ﬁf:r%,
. Dicember | ‘IJ")‘;‘I.:)U-;L" S, 1938: 1 ©, Gulipor, Jupuvary 2301 2 JDccr

v 151 2 D(_—r:'jj PN Gulfport, February 115 1 2, Buav St Louis
Guifport, Frbruame 11 1 sland, March 4. 1940: 1 9, Saucier, Junuary 241 t 3.
meta, Fehruary 111 2,1 2. Dex Dfirr Island, November 21 1941: 1 2. Puarl,
3 el cer Island, March 8 and 26; 1 2. Saucier, May 2.

1942: 1 2, Deer sl anuzes .
Mar 5. wer Island. Junuzrs 1571 9, Gulfport, Macch 28, 1943: 1 9. Lyman

The Pipit is a1 fairly com i {
whee sl cstss ks s found heoughot tn wier et b
e s : : ghout the winter months both
on .:.:: f‘n;:ﬂl&ﬂ: and on the islands. Although normally seen in fields and
Zal._:p_;;sor: bu;:gs r;c: ;':.cobi::"on to find an occasional small dock feeding
i shove birds en he _Ljns o‘r on a sandbar exposed by the low tide,
though ey seemed out e place under such condirion. The frst birds
d:d‘not usually appear in the fall until the last of October. 2nd several
WECKs c!Aa.rrsc:d befure they became plentiful.  Small focks wz_-‘rc frequently
seen zatil early in March, at which time they invariably became ve rqsc:r.rce}
znd‘w‘erc_'.;sually not ¢hserved again after the middle of the mon?h I re:
corded this species on only toree occasions in the spring later than tk;e last
of .\f.'frf:h. In 1939, a bird wis secen on Deer Island on‘-ApriI 21:in 19‘;
:brf;e.mrds were tound feeding in a plowed ficld near Saucic; 0::1 Ma _t”j
';.nd: :nf 1[;)1 3, a bird was observed in an open field at Lyman on M:l{' -5,
8:: (Li;s;) | my dates of arrivil vary from Octobcr. 20 (1938) to Novembet

Family BOMBYCILLIDAE
Bossye:iia cEDRORUM VIEILLOT
CEDAR WAXWING

. 919{’55;; Il"id S{-_;:!‘Cft'f.. Pcferr'é_cr 12, 1936: 1 4, Saucier, January 22, 1937:
»>ap dsiznd, Moy 701 2, Horo Island, May 125 1 2, Saucier, Moy '.’é. 19%‘);
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1 2, Deer Island, January 26: 1 %, Gulfport, February 26. 1940: 1 €, Gulfport,

‘Pecember 3. 19411 1 2. Gulfport, December 17. 1942: 1 €, Gulfport, February
22, 1 &, Biloxi, March 11: 1 2., Saucicr, November 16, 1943: 1 2, Deer Island,

April 16. ‘
Of all the species that are considered winter residents on the Mississippi

“coast, the Cedar Waxwing is unquestionably the most erratic, Although
~usually common, the species was rather scarce some years, though on one

or two occasions it was almost apundant, Arrival in the fall varied from
the middle of October to the middle of December, and while in the spring
it is usually present until carly in May, there were years when it disap-
peared in March or carly in April. It was always present in mid-winter
at which time it occurred both on the mainland and en the islands. The
average flock contained from ten to thirty individuals, although on onc
occasion {February 22, 1939) approximately eighty of these birds were
eens on Decr Island feeding in a large chinaberry tree. The earliest date
of arrival in the fall is October 12 (1936} : the latest date of departure

_in the spring 1s May 29 (1937).

Family LANIDAE

LANIUS LUDOVICIANUS LUDOTICIANUS LINNAEUS
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE

1935: 2 4.1 9. Saucier, June 6, Scptember 23, October 15; 1 3. Deer Island,
November 8. 1936 2 2, Saucier, September 18, Decermber 112 1 @, Horn Island,
August 21, 1937: 1 @, Cae Island, February 12, 1938: 1 & im.. Decr Isfand.
July 8. 1940: 1 3, Devr sland, November 21, 1941: 1 3 im.. 1 2, Duer Istand.
ﬁnunry 18, May 15. 1942: 1 2, Saucier, October 30: 1 &, Deer Island, Novem-

A

r 15; 1 2, Biloxi, December 22
The Loggerhead Shrike 1s a common resident specics on the Mississippi
coast, occurring both on the mziniand and on all the islands. Preferring

" as it does the more open country, the species is usaally found abeut ficlds

ot pastures, and regardless of scason, is never absent from the telephone
wices at the side of the roads. Breeding activities begin rather early in the
spring for a nest found near Saucier on March 6, 1936, twenty feet from
the ground at the outer end of a longleaf pine in open pine woods, was
already well along toward completion.

LANIUS LUDOUICIANUS MIGRANS PALMER
MIGRANT SHRIKE

1936 1 &, 1 ¥, Saucier, Ocaber 6, November 16, 1937: 1 3. Saucier,
November 26. 1938: 1 @, Gulfport, November 20. 1939: 1 &, Saucier, November
15: 1 &, Cat Island, December 13. 1940: 1 2. Biloxi, November 9.

On the basis of actual specimens taken, this northern race is apparently
a regular yet somewhat scarce winter resident in southern Mississippt. Its
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distinziy =zler upper t5 ! isti i
‘ iy paler upper parts readily distinguish it in the feld from
Family SturNIDAE

STCRNCS vrLgArts 1ULGarts LINNAEUS
STARLING

Cion: Decembet 1o, 1055 1B S ot
:ngs, Lvman, April 17, . e
-Oi,tnwilbh:’;:?::% c;fi’.!:).-icp i::e status of thc' Starling on the Mississippi
ous: s e of 2 fa ©y common winter resident, The first small focks
_‘,.1_(......‘3. fare n Octeber or eurdy in November, and were present fro
tnen watl e following March. Usually they were scen feeding in ﬁfi::
wr pastures, zithough during the carly winter months they frcqicntlv \fc-c:l
o:? -bl..’.i.\ gum birries in woeds bordering the streams. On‘April 17 i‘)kiS |
-c.:nl(-l ut Lyrman, 10 miles nesth of Gulfport, a Starling was seen icm'im:
= cavity aear the top of 2 telephone pole carrying what‘- appeared to be ai
ENCTETEAL iL Investigation revealed a nest that held five almost fully
medgsd youny so well grown that they would undoubtedly have flown
within 1 day or twe. This record possibly marks the southern-most point

where the smocies 1s know ost i
here the speCies 1s known to nest in the southastern states.

Famiy VIREONIDAE

VIREG Griszus GRISECS (BOULDAERT)
SorTHERN WHITE-EYED VIRED

iy, June 701936 L3, Gulfport, May 10, 1937: 1 2

. t 1 ' Dewr Islznd, April 30, 1938: 1 5. Gulfpost 23
u_wlrr:‘:’.:;\'r:-tT March Ti1og, Gulfport, June 25. i‘)‘-)i()l'h 1-\L§rchsg;-
12, Deer Island. April 13, 1941: 1 2. Gulfpure, I\.hv K ‘19—1’?
-\;:')]m:‘beqwlvﬁ' 21 March 22, April 25 and 26, May 3, September ;:
z G--_?"I O. .\._I:.p.f:msx:: 2. November 73 1 @, Saucier, April 29. I94’3:
= ¢ _'p . March 7 ;;ld 16, April 11, 18, 22 and 25: 2 3, Bil
22, March 1212 2, Saucier, April 13, oSy e

\X‘hl_tc-e;.'ed Virco is 2 common summer resident on the Mississippi
c.oast, bur is largely limited in its distribution: to woods bor_c!crinq 1;;6
streams lon the mamnland. On the outer islands, it occurs as 2 tragsient
O‘{ZI}'; x\'::erc—:.? on Deer Island there is one place where 2 pair of these
birds nest cach year. It was rather interesting to me to note only the one
pair year after year, Since broods of young were always rcarcd: there is

ne Cb‘bfc.i ——— ‘. PR My - N
5 rzzson why this srecies does not become more thioravchly
- - . \n_..l )‘
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established as a breeding bird. On the mainland the species was found
throughout the summer months wherever there were thickets or under-
prash. It usually appeared in the spring shortly after the middle of
. March, and was rarely scen in the fall after the latter part of October.
On but two occasions. was this virco known to wiater on the coast. One
- was scen at Gulfport on February 21, 1942, feeding with a flock of Myrtle
Warblers in a woodland bordering 2 stream, and was almost certainly an
individual that had wintered there. On January 21, 1943, another was
" seen near Biloxi. The carliest date of arrival for this specics in the spring
Cis March 7 (193v) ; the latest date of departurc in the fall is November 7
©(1942). Average dites of arrival and departure are March 16 and
October 23, respectively.

ViRES GRISELS NOVERGRACENSIS (GMELIN)
WORTHERN WHITE-EYED VIRED

1935; 2 &, Saucier. Ccober 3 and 11, 1936: 1 &, Saucicr, Mareh 16, 19370~
1 4. Gulfport, Qcrober 15: 1 2. Saucicr, October 19, 1938: 1 &, Homn Island,
March 20: 2 2. Gulfport, October 19 and 23, 1939: 1 2, Duer Istand, September
27: 1 3. Cat Islund, October 31 1 &, Gulfport, Octobur 22, 1940: 2 3, Deer
Island, March 16, Scptember 26: 2 3, Gulfport, March 24, Octobuer 13, 1941: 1 &,
2 @, Deer Island, April 1, September 20, October 1631 ¢ . Gulfpurt, October 19.
1942 1 2. Deer [sland, August 313 3 2. Gulipurt, September 3, 8, and 17
1943: 1 &. Biloxi, August 25.

In view of the diversity of opinion among taxcnomists concerning the
advisability of recogaizing a northern race of Vireo grisens, a carcful study
was made of the White-eyed Vireos of the Mississippi Gulf coast. When
the serivs listed of this and the previous race was examined critically, it
became at once apparent that two well-marked races were represented.
Although the validity of noveboracensis has been questioncd, it was found
to be quite distinct from grisens. The flanks and sides are much deeper
yellow in color, and the upper parts are 4 clear uniform green that shows
no trace of the gray wash characteristic of grisess. No difficulty was experi-
enced in separating the breeding birds from transicnts on the basis of
these chacacters. In conncction with this study, breeding birds were
examined from throughout the range of Virea griseus in the southeastern
United States. The southern form, grisens, was found to have a very
restricted range north of the Florida Peninsula. On the Gulf coast, it is
limited to a narrow strip extending inland approximately 30 miles; the
birds breeding north of this line are noveboracensis, On the Mississippi
coast, the naerthern race proved to be 2 coramon transient both in the
spring and i the fall, occurring 2t that time both on the mainland and

on all the islands.
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VIREQ BELLIr BELLII AUDUBON
BeLL Virco
1939: 1 2, Deer Island, September 18,
The specimen listed above is the only record for this species oa the
Mississippi coast,
Virzo FrasirroNs VIEILLOT
YELLOW-THROATE! VIREQ
1926: 2 2.1 2 im., Gulfpore, Murch 18, Aupust 5. 1938: 1 &,1 9, Gulfpor,
March 17, August 28, 1939 ) 2, Car Istand, October 50 1 ?, Gulfporr, October
€2, 1940: 1 2, Bilowi, March 21: 1 9, Ship Island, April 1071 &, Decr Island,
12

April 130 19410 2 3.1 2. Deer Island, March 21, May =, July 505 1 &, Gulfport,
May 24, 1942: 1 3, Deer Island, Muacch 21,

The Yellow-throated Vireo is a common transient on the Mississippi
coast, but is an extremely scarce summer resident there. Until 1941 it was
never noted late in spring or carly in summer. The specics apparently
aested at two widely separated places on the mzinland. A singing male
seen in woods bordering a stream near Gulfport on May 24 was collected
and was found to be unquesticnably a breeding bird, although an attempt
to find 1 nest or young proved futile. A month later, on June 23, two of
these birds vere seen in woods bordering the Pearl River near Pearlington,
and although again no nest was found. there can be little daubt that the

two birds were breeding. In the spring this vireo usuaily appears shortly

after the middle of March and is frequently observed until carly in May,
both on the mainlind and on the islands. Extreme dates of occurrence are
March 15 (1940) and May - {(1941) (Deer Island). The fall migration
bogins rather early for a single bird was scen on Deer Island on July 30
{1941), and there are several records for August (Gulfport, August s,
1936, and August 28, 1938: Cat Island, August 30, 1938). However,
the specivs is most frequently noted during Scptember and carly October.
The latest date of departure in the fall is October 22 {1939).

Vikeo soLrragrivs sorrarivs {(WiLsoxn)
BLUE-HEADED VikEQ

19335: 2 2, Guliport, Qaaber 20 and 26; 1 Z. 1 2. Saucier, November 4,
Diecemnber 171 2. Pass Christian, November 301 1 2, Deer Iland, December 30
1936: 1 3,1 9. Saucier, January 4, February 18; 2 &, 1 2. Guifport, March 1,
October 28, November 26: 1 Z. Woolmarket, December [0, 1937: 1 4, 1.9,
Deer Iland, April 10, November 13: 1 8. Suucier, November 2. 1938: 5 3,
Gulfpors. April 8 and 13, December 2311 2. Saucier, November 29. 1939: 1 ¢,
Szucier, February 4.1 9, Gelfport, October 22, 1 9, Cat Island, November 1.
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cermber 145
iy lg'l?-" 31\{%}(1? Lilzfp(f)rrécg;lﬁrgol.glgégcﬁ Zé 5 'Glu_()l'f;i?rfnﬁ;iz}n?;c v i 1943
i g: 1 1$?Eulf~p<)rt, ];.;nuury 10, March 6; 1 &, Biloxi, March 21. ‘
The Blue-headed Vireo is 2 fairly commen winter rcs:ui;nt (;r; tLb;i
Mississippi coast where it usually arrivc:s late in Octobcr)and-bcl‘ n?irr;nl Ci,_.a_
in the spring later than the first wc_ck in April. (?n t:c. m:11-n a a0 occt
‘sicnal bird is seen feeding with Pine Warblers in tdc F:[;cn Ehardwmd;
but ordinarily a decided preference is shown for the cc1.‘[um.z; ardwoods
bordering the streams. It apparently mgcly rc—ach;z[tll;i';f anDc:;r v
seldom observed there. The few records are as follo ~7. e ane—
December 30, 1935, April 10 and November 13, 1).3 & 3(.i Tovember

; sland—November 1, 1939. The carlicst date of ar

11’3; ::Osipei:ilct-s Ib::l the fall is Octobc:: 20 (1933); the latest date of
departure in the spring is April 15 (1938).

VIREO SOLITARIS ALTICOLA BREWSTER
MounTAIN VIREO

39: 3 oct, January 25 and 29,
. 2., Gulfport, Jumlzzz?)?.lg. 6;")4GLUIEP 2. %}ulfpoyrt, ﬁta.rcl;\ 196
M:ch%': 12.4 19éi(110>\;1 December 127 1 &, Gulfport, I?cc«_mb«.r 51: 7i91\?:1r6h 2
gxfl?po:l't. _?a}iualry l-«‘;, February 21 and 23:1 3.1 9, Biloxt, January 21, '
Although this Southern Appalachian race is a{lcged to be‘ x;;:s’tr;ct?;:lirtﬁ
the Atlantic coast during the winter months, 1t 18 a?}?ar;né 2 Cdy.
common winter resident on the Gulf coast. On the basts o ; uumilpthc
mens taken, the race is present only from the last of Dccc'-:.'n.r.fr e
middle of March, arriving much later in -thc: fall and dcp;zm;cc e
-_&J.'Ii&l.' in the spring than solitarivs. This is a wc}l}i-marl‘:c-nrcm; _UPPH
L. recognized by its large bill and bluish-gray rather than olive-g

1936: 1 3. Saucier, January 22

VirEo oL AcEyS {LINNAEUS)
RED-EYED VIREO

1936: 2 3. Saucier, March 27, April

1935: 2 &, Saucier, May 10, Cctober 28. 36 2 N e 9 D

6 g1 sland, August 21, 1938: 1 ar L e
f‘ Ido :\lm %t'i::;n I1\91;5‘9 1 €, Gulfport, May 14 L 2, Dccr‘ilal.‘lindmiu:‘p?_émqbncé 18
- Island, Augus (5 tober 30, November 17. 19401 2 &, Deer Ishand, 1A I;f:w 3]
2 94’ Saucier, Ifc?t uDI\"H- 1941: 2 4.1 9. Deer Island, Marc (.:i‘; X 'Dcer'
g i © ‘:ng (1;”9 P{()_",L;] port, March 23, 1942: 1 &. Cat Island.éMharfhgl )bch e
.'Is?ailiis M..n' I-i: Avgust 247 1 & im., Guifport, July 18. 1943 , D

- August 26.

Althoueh a common summer resident in the southern part ofsthtc
b . ’. . Ca _

- State, the Red-eyed Virco apparently has no liking for the Cfmst.b -

. 3 } ;

" tered pairs nest in woods bordering the streams at Saucier,
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localitices only 2 few miles south of Saucier, this vireo is scldom scen
] ‘ . In the spring it usually appears the Iiz:f,‘,
Paz or March, aed within 2 week is fairly plentiful. Since it does n;;
nest on Deer Islan<, it was possible to study its movements there in far
mo':c- detall than on the mainlznd, and some interesting facts rciative
to frs presence on the coust during the spring and fail w‘-cre ascertained,
Each year it was noted ibundantly on the island throughout mast of
May. Only 2n occasions] bird lingered later than the middle of that
r.nc.n:h. In 1941, :n individeal was recorded s late as May 31, some
time after all other transients had disappeared. In the fall, the species
alwiys reappeared Suring August, and alihiouzh normally scen forr the
ﬁ;s: tume the Lmer part of the montil, it was noted in lé-;l as carly as
»AL:}:ust Y. That this southward movement laite in summer s cha.‘.mca
tertstic of this spenies wis fusther emphasized by similar observations
on the other islands. A single Red-eved Virco was scen on Hern Island
on August 21 1936, feeding with warblers at the e¢dge of the open pine
woods: and on Car Island. on August 30, 1935, scveral of these birds
were found feeding in the live oaks there. On the mamland this specics
18 pientitul in September 2nd during the first three weeks of Octobc;; the

during the summer months,

average date of departere in the fall is Ocrober 28. The carliest date of

artival in the spring is March 16 (1942} (Cat Island) : the latest date of
departure in the rail s November 17 (193%) (Saucier). The November
record (two birds, of which ene was collectzd, were scen that day feeding
with 1 fleck of Golden-crowned Kinglets), is apparently three w;:cks Iat;r
than the fatest previcus record anywhere in the L-'nitcd'Statcs,

YiREG rHILADELPHICUS ( Cassiv)
PriLanELPHIA ViRED
1935: 1 2. Dexr Islind, Ozober =, 19361 2 5. Gulfport, September 19 and 26:

1 @, Deer Island. Sep-cmber Mo1939:1 .G
. NS, depr . : » Gulfport, October 2, 1 Saugie
Octeter 5; 1 3. Deer Iiland, Ocrober 15. 1941: 1 2, Deer [sland, ﬁfdf ,7 e

Tre Philadelrhia Vireo is 2 rather scarce transient on the Mississippi
coast. where it is of regular occurrence in the fall, but where it is appar-
entiyv ide in rhe N . H ‘

tly acc:d?nta} in the spring. My one record for the Spring migration 1s
that of a single bird scen on Deer Island on May 7, 1941, feeding with
warblers in a live oak at the edge of the open pine woods. In the fall

. - ) .
an occasional bind can be seen in woods bordering the streams: but years
: are exceptional. Extreme
ates of occurence are Sepetmber 19 (1936) and October 13 (1939).

when more thin two or theee are recorded

~1

L]
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Family COMPSOTHLYPIDAE

MuioTieTa varit (LINNAEUS)

Brack anp WHITE WARBLER

2 1936: 1 &, Woolmarket, March 17: 1 3.1 @ im, Saucier, April 9, July §:
1 9, Gulfport, April 22, 1937: 3 9. Gulfpert, Muay 9, and 10, July 19 1938:
1 3,1 2 m., Gulfport, March 17, July 16: 1 &, Deer [sland, May 6, '1939: 1 &,
Deer Island, March 4: 1 2. 2 . Guifport, May 8 Qciober 18, November 19.
- 1940: 1 9, Biloxi, March 8 1 @, Gulfport, December 8, 19412 1 2, Guliport,
July 26: 1 9, Deer Island, July 30, 1942: 2 &, Gulfport, March 14 and 15: 1 &,
1 9, Deer Island, May 17, August 10, 1943 1 3,1 2, Deer Island, March 14,

“ May 8.
The Black and White Warbler is a2 common transient both on the

mainland and on the islands where it is equally numcrous in the spring
and in the fall. It is one of the first migrants to arrive in the spring.
-often appearing carly in March, and is usually plentiful by the middle
- of the month. Likewise the species is one of the first to reappear in the
fall; migrants invariably arrive in July, sometimes by the middle of
~the month, It is possibly most plentiful late in March and eacly in April.
and again throughout August and most of Scptember.  Extreme dates
f occurence in the spring are March 4 (1939} and May 14 (1942}, and
i the fall, July 8 (1936) and November 19 (1939). There is cne
_record for the winter months, a female seen on December 8, 1940, in
‘a2 woodland bordering a2 strecam near Guifport.

Proroxotaris ciriiéd (BODDAERT)

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER
1936: 1 &, 1 ?, Gulfport, March 18, July 29. 1957: 1 2, Deer Island, April
21, 1938: 1 &, Ship Island, April 111 & im., Gulfport, August 28, 193921 3.
Deer Island, September 18, 1940: 1 &, Gulfport, September 2311 3.1 £, Deer
Isiand, September 26 and 27. 1941: 1 9, Deer Island, Aarch 21, 1942: 1 3.
Gulfport, Narch 205 1 €, im., Deer slund, August 13,
" The Prothonotary Warbler is another species that breeds commonly
in the southern part of the State, but onc which consistently avoids the
vicinity of the coast except in migration. It was found nesting at
Saucier, and was seea early in June along the Biloxi River near Wool-
market, but otherwise was recorded only as a transicnt. The species
‘appears in the spring shortly after the middle of March, and is usually
Aairly plentiful by the first of April. On Deer Island it was noted as carly
-as March 21 (1941), and at frequent intervals throughout all of April
and rarely carly in May. A rather late record for the spring migration
is that of a single bird seen on Deer Island on May 6, 1938 the species
normally has young in the nest by that date. The southward movement
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in the il begins earlv. I have one record for Deer Island for July
(Julz 30, 1941). bur it was invariably present there after the middIcLi'
August. Tre species was likewise observed on Horn Island on Aucust “*?

1‘9.36. and nn Cat Island on August 30, 1938, By the middle of Sc-?rtemgc;
s species usually becomes rather secarce on the mainland at which time
fmI)' in occasional bird is scen. The earliest date of arrival in the sprin

s March 15 (1936) 1 the latest date of departure in the fall is Seg
tember 27 (1940). v

Livixerrury a8 sweaNsaNiy (AUDUBON)
SwamnsoN WARBLER

194.1, 1 {: 2 @" Gulipurt Azgust 19, October 4 and 6, 19420 1 € im.. Gulf-
porty Augusr 819430 1 %, Deer [sland, Apoil 1v. ‘

Af:nc_}u::; the Swainson Warbler breeds within S0 miles of the coast
:Ind is rah‘il}' common during the summer months in the northern part of
he State, it 15 an extremely scarce transient on the coast itself, In addition
to the spectmiens listed zbove T have only one record, a bird seen on Deer
Ivjand on August 26, 19453,

Herrraercs vermirorys (GMELINY
WORM-EATING WARBLER

gin. 1
D;“i;ﬁ‘v;d:;Sfﬁéil‘i‘nq: Ju!,vcnz 2 2. Guifpur, August 1 oand 221957 1 g,
e . ‘a_}.‘_ '{{ Z 1“_: Gﬂulfg:orri April 18 and 23, Scprember 2 .nd 18,
i ! _2;0 Apri I?l. 12, Saucier, Aupust 240 19390 1 @, Cac Island,
1=,];md' Se 2 ‘.‘:» ;.ﬂba.u:c_:_ April 12 und 25, Sepiember 281 1 2. Deer
oo ‘<.~plr..".;c.:}r1‘cl.; Wil 201 2, Gulfport, April 14, Mav 3. 1941: 1§, Biloxs
: D suliporr, August Th 19420 1§ wa, Gulfpoert, August 5: 1 3

» Droer Tound, August 10, September 22: 1 @ im., Biloxi, Augu:: 2. o

' 'I_'he‘\?(’orm-eating Warbler is a fairly common transient on the Mis-
s:sslzp;:: 'coas:. where it occurs both on the mainland and on the islands.
It is rather irregular in its appearance, especially in the spring. There
have been vears, as in 1938 and 1942, when very few of thc-seg warblers
were scen; whereas other years, notably 1940 and 1943, they were ob-
served zlmost daily throughous April. In the fali the first bilrds usually
appeared early in August, and almost without exception they were fairly

- plentiful by the end of the month, The species was possibly most

numerous 1_3:': in April and again early in September, Extreme dates of
c:::currc':*.cc i the spring are April 3 (1941) and May 7 (1941). and in
the fall. July 31 (1936) and Octeber 6 (1941).
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VERMIVORA CHRYSOPTERA (LINNAEUS)
GOLDEN-WINGED VWARBLER

‘1936: 1 &, Gulfporr, September 73 1 2, Suucier, Scptember 16, 1937: 1 & im.,
Woolmarket, August 27, 1 &. 1 Q. Dwer Istand, August 28, September 1. 1938:
&, Gulfport, April 10. 1941: 2 2. 1 2, Gulipust, August 17 and 19, October
g:1 2, Deer Island, August 21. 1942: 2 &, 2 2, Gulipost, August 4, 13, und
0, September 97 1 2. Deer [siand, Septernber 22, 1943: 1 &, Gulfpuort, April 18.
The Golden-winged Warbler is a rather erratic transieat on the Mis-
issippi coast. It is always scarce in the spring, and although one or
two were usually scen cach April, there were years when none was noted.
Likewise, in the fall, the species was scarce some years and plentiful
others. The first arrivals appear at widely varying dates from late in
July until early in Scptember. Actually the onc interval in the year when
it was always recorded was the latter part of August and the first half of
Scptember. Although observed most frequently in woods bordering the
streams on the mainland, it was often seen on Deer Island, feeding in
the live oaks with other warblers. 1 have no records for the outer
islands. Extreme dates of occurrence in the spring are April 10 (1938)
and April 24 (1943), and in the fall July 28 {1941) and October 8
(1941).

' VERMIvORA PINUS (LINNAEUS)

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER

1936: 1 &, Saucier, April 8: 1 &, Gulfpurt, September 75 1 &, Woolmarket,
September 25. 19371 1 2. Gulfport, March 27: 1 9, Woolmarket, August 27.
1938: 1 &. Gulfpurt, April 10: 1 2. Deer Inland, May 6. 1940: 1 &, 1 @, Det
Island, April 13 and 26; 1 9. Biloxi, April 25, 1941: 2 &, Gulfport, April 3,

s

September 21, 1942: 1 3. Cat Island, March 29: 1 9. Guifport, August 233 2 9,
Deer Island, September 4 and 26, 19441 1 ., Deer Island, October 13.

The Bluc-winged Warbler is a fairly common transient on the
Mississippi coast, although like so many of the warblers its numbers
are apt to vary from year to year. There was an occasional spring when
relatively few were seen; usually it is cver less plentiful than in the
fall. Nevertheless, there were years, notzbly in 1942, when it was fre-
zquently observed throughout September. Although there arc numecrous
records for Deer Island, the specics apparently misses the outer islands,
and hence was noted there only once (Cat Island, March 29, 1942).
Extreme dates of occurrence in the spring are March 27 (1937) and May
6 (1938), and in the fall, August 23 (1942) and Qctober 13 {1944).
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YEmsirora pacayavi ( AUDUBON)

BacHMAN WarBLER

Wsl: 1 2, Dezr Lisnd, March 21,
thTﬁz sf::c-flmc-r.; Iisrr_jd'abovc 15 my onc record for the occurrince of
]nlS:.-J(:C”."a on e Mississipzi coast. It was feeding with Paruly \V’.lrblrw;
caderbrush ianging a suech of open pine woods where it Su:"’l‘-.d
l’atf‘.CT.O'_.‘t of place in such a sitwation. Wells W, Cooke (1904 i
a specumen taken ot Bay St Louis on March 26, 1902. ‘ e

FerMIVORA PEREGRING ( Wirzon)
TENNESSEE WARBLER

meer 230 Ociober 23019360 2 2. v
11, Sceprember 1951 2 im 1 2, Suue

12,

y . 3. Gulfport, September
h - 1219 2 3. Gulfpurt, September 13, October ver
.slanc...\u.‘..n%.-.:. 1‘)-8" lc 2, Deer Island, November 2, 1939: 2 © Car | ‘?:'
.cr lc: per b2 °. I?':a;_r Island, Octiher 13, Nuvember 4:‘1‘5 G qlt
SOI%us 3 203 2 Deer Island, April 20 and 24, S:-p:un‘.‘*rrhlh‘-

and 27 U R - -

11;119;:‘:(:1)-.45653{“.‘\[“\] mj\r[‘lf‘:”l [ Gui:rr_ort, Aonl 2151 2, Ship Istied, Moy

Island. Moy Tl z. Goi 719, Gulfpurr, September 26 19420 1 2, Deer
25,

port, September 511 %, Saucier, September

Tri:- Tennessee Watbler is an irreguiar and not very common sprin
K:L;s:m; o‘n the Mississippt coast; in the fall it is a common tr;mfien%gr
2 l;-m;i:w:ﬂs*:;:q chl;nzpr;:g durms April and carly in May, but only
: nizrvals g ually with other warbiers, In the fall
: -% 5 one of the commonest of the warblers scen cr;
: : ZLO"C:ZS appéaring shortly after the middle of September
_(rarc.'; c-:..r.‘u-r) ind being ebserved almost daily from then until carly
in No::er:c':r. I.:':,und it as numerous on Deer Isimd as on the m;1inlmd)
zfd .,o— rf;zcd ‘1: at “::ns scason of the year on my infrequent trips t(;
the f)_.-. 1>|_nd>. Exireme dates of occurrence in the spring are Apeil 7
(1936) and May 7 (1942). and in the fali Scptember ‘j‘d(19-i"‘)i and

November 13 (1940). ]

however, this o

the coast, small

VERMIVORA CELATA CELATA {Say)
CRANGI-CROWNED WARBLER

1935: 1 2, Deer Island. November 8 3
sl Island, ember 8, 19360 1 2, 1 2, Gulfpr . Tarusmr
?—-:.:ij:: ‘3.‘." 2, & er. Morch 26, December 9. 1037: 1 €. D'Fj:rrli-'lridu F‘mi
& 1(3:, 1 Ig . IDQ: ucier, October 19, December 201 1 Q. Gulfpars, Nuovémbar
E:ch‘g; Ow::f g;c- Isla ::‘ Qctoker 1511 &, Gulfport, December 25, 1930: 1 @
;-;-rch“"' “13);-1; 59-};;5‘ 2 _Q.NGu!!_:‘pnrt, January 14, November 200 1 4 Biloxi,
Mo Io1odn oo Bl Much 2901 9. Deer Island, Ocroher 1942 1
R 1At Db nd, Ocrober 1. 1942: 1
i.ze. Gulipert, Jinuary 14, Murch 17, Drcember 6. 1943 3 2. Bilowi. January

e

. Ap:_-ﬁ 7 2nd 2103 2. Gulfpors, April 4: 1 9, Deer Island, April 5.
The Orange-crowned Warbler is a fairly commen winter resident on

ippi cezst. It useally appears shortly after the middle of

t

the Missne
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gczober, and is rarely seen in the spring after the end of March. Unlike
the other warblers, the Orange-crowned is rather solitary in its habits:
@g}e birds arc found freding alonc in thickets or underbrush in woods
bordering the streem.  Appareatly few individuals leave the mainland,
for oaly at infrequent intervals were these birds noted on Dcer Island.
Ndne were seen on the outer islands.  The earliest date of arrival.in the
fall is October 11 (1941); the latest date of departure in the spring is

April 21 (1943).
VERMIFORA RUFICAPILLA RUFICAPILLA (WILSON)
INASHVILLE SWARBLER

1939: 1 @, Saucier, Octuber 12, 1941: 2 4, Deer Island, October 11 and 16.

- The Nashville Warbler is an extremcly scarce transicnt on  the
Mississippl coast. It was never recorded in the spring, nor was it seen
in the fall other than on the dates listed above.

COMPSOTHLYPIS AMERICANA AMERICANA (LINNAEUS)
SouTHERN PARULA WARBLER

1938: 1 9, Deer Island, August 25. 1941: 1 @, Deer Island, August 10, 1942:
@, Deer Island, March 14.

The extreme scarcity of this race of the Parula Warbler as a transient

on the Mississippi coast is not surprising since its breeding range is limited

to the Atlantic coast. There are no records other than those listed above.

COMPSOTHLY PIS AMERICANA PUSILLA {(WILSON)

: NORTHERN ParuLA WARBLER

©1936: 1 &. Saucier, March 16: 1 @, Deer Island, September 220 1937: 1 e,
' Deer Island, September 1. 1939 1 8, Deer island, March 4. 1942: 1 &, Deer
Island, April 23.

This northern race of the Parula Warbler is likewise a rather scaice
transient on the Mississippi coast, although it possibly may be more
common than the few records indicate.

COMPSOTHLYPIS AMERICANA RAMALINAE RIDGWAY
WESTERN PARULA WWARBLER

1935: 1 &. Bav St. Loufs, April 21 2 &, Saucier, August 15, October 195 1 2,
Gulfport, November 2. 1936: 1 2, Waolmarket, March 171 3 8. 1 2, Gulfport,
March 20, April 12 and 21, June 4371 € im,, Saucier, July 17: 1 8, 1 9, Deer
sland, September 10, October 13, 1938: 2 &, Gulfport, March 12, April 2751 8,
Horn Island, March 207 19, Cat Island. March 21. 1939: 2 &, Gulfport, March
S5and 6: 1 3.2 %, Deer Islund, March 2 and

3., Saucier, Qctober 19, 1940: 2 4,
+ 16, April 26, September 21; 2 &, Biloxi, March 8, May 7; 1 &, Ship Island, May
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L1941 5 2.4 2. Deer Island, M
: 38,4 % De 2nd, March § and 21, April 1, A 3
10 ind 2 Sromg Deer Isla Em: Apnth I May 7, July 300 Ause.
po g2 November 41 2 2 Guifpurt, March 13, October 24, 1.9i.3:>1 , Auzu
12, Aprel 3052 2, Gu
eer Diand, Moy 1.

Istand. Auzust 6, Sepre i3 :
o, wust 6, piember 4, 1943 2 2, Biloy;
Ifpurt., March 18, Apri! 10:1 3, Suucicr,odp;g 3;

\.:\lthor_l.'gh described by Robert Ridgway over 40 vears aco (Rid
ly'v._"'}, -::ns race of the Parula Warbler is recoqnizcld in fcbw subse :
Pu:u'c.mons. A crizical examination of the scr‘}cs listed above, a q:“ﬂh
ma:f:iy'ha-lf of which were breeding birds, has convinced me hci‘fco“
E:i_!h; Sh: \\v.:-ll-markcff race and ‘worth.y of recognition. I£1 bothd‘t;:
h, ' the UPper pams ind the intensity of the black band on the
throar, 1t r'(:.sc-mDIcs' susilias but ramalinee s consistently much smaller
Pro:; .:rr:rﬂrzm:z.:. which 1:t ‘approaches in size, ramalinae differs inhhavi;z.
;rzzf:cptjol},' smaller bill and 2 more conspicious black band on the

gway,

‘ 'l-":c race ramsiinze 15 2 common breeding bird on the Mississinp
coasz, but is, limited in its distribution to woodlands bordering the ;rr;‘;lrr\'xfs
on g _rnaml:md. Only once was was there any indicat?on that th
Par:ia Wearbler might occasionally nest on the islands. In 19442 2 sinning
male was seen throughoot April and M:l}' in a group of live oakas :1:
_thc western end of Deer Island. and although r:o nest was found, it
is probable that 2 pair of these birds reared a brood of young at ghis
spot.. Breeding activities begin rather carly in the spring fot; a nest
four:.; at Gulfport on April 21, 1936, held three egys th:lbt‘wouId have
har?—.:d within the next 2+ hours.  Although norma?ly scen an the fall
unuil lie in October. and not infrequently early in November, these
Wward.ers begin their southward migration in mid-summcr. Thc;' wcLe
notez on Deer Islind in lie July (July 30, 1941}, and are invariably
present there in August, ! }

DeNpRUICA SESTIVA AESTI A (GsiELINY
EasTean YELLOW WARBLER

3.1 3 ¢ Tslund v 31, 1937 3
2119,{73.‘33 < 3};—;\1:14\1: July 21193705 2.5 2, Deer Islund, April 30, July
o Fus :-‘H' 28, Se tfmb‘—‘_n“" 13,2 9, Gulfporr, May 1 and 14, Auzust
b.l;m;“\[._n.._? sland. .\f.J.:.' } 2. Woolmarket, July 230 1938: 1 2, 1 ‘9 ]:iér
:c—rnb-:': May (j&rAbtuu)‘{ is: 1 2. -}_Q. Gulfpore, May u, July 23, Am.:us: 1‘,‘; Sep-
()cru't‘:-‘_‘“‘lf)-m!-) 1r"-0;'~h1'9519£ i i Cl.it Island, October 3; 1 @, Deer I.ﬁland
= 01 2. Skip Island, Apnl 10, 4 &, 4 9, Deer Island, April 13, 20,

" T 0 o 3 v ' sland, 13,20,
Eg-a?b:"”“i;\?ﬁy 16’.\ ju.yjf‘:-?. September 12;1 8,1 9, Gulfp:)rt. Aprpil“.ll- ju!ov
19‘5,. 2.8 L(.:J:tcrISl E:Eli {{3. 1]931:11 g, 2 2. Gulfport, May 2, July 26 .‘Jn‘d 29,
2003, and, Mav 16: A 1 Fpo) st s
18, Dees T e Mar 1y & im. 1 2 im., Gulfport, August 1 and 8;

Th:. species in onc of the commonest of the warblers occurring in
migration on the Mississipp is )
. Fpt coast, and is equally numerous in the
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,Pﬁng and in the fall. Its preference for the vicinity of water is clearly
‘shown by its relative abundance on the islands, and by the fact that
" the mainland it js rarely scen very far inland.  An occasional bird
w15 observed between Gulfport and Saucier, feeding in underbrush at
the side of a road, but it is in the large live oaks characteristic of this
pact of the coast that the Yeliow Warbler is commonly found. On the
lands, the beaches are bordered by a parrow fringe of rather open
anderbrush composed largely of the coffee bush (Daxbentonia longi-
foliz), and it is there that these warblers largely occur. In the spring
they are usually plentiful from the middle of April until the middle of
Ly, while in the fall they can be scen almost daily from the latrer
Pé_:t of July until the middle of October.

DENDROICA AESTIVA RUBIGINUSA {PALLAS)

Araska YELLOW WARBLER
1938: 1 2, Guifport, October 21, 1939: 1 & im, Saucier, October 19, 1941:
1° & im., Deor Liland, October 11, 19422 1 2, Deer istand, August 24: 1 9, Deer
tsland, September 12, ]
On the basis of the specimens listed above, the Alaskan race of the
ellow Warbler appears to be a scarce but a regular transicnt on the
Mississippi coast during the fall months.

DENDROICA AESTIA AMNICOLA BATCHELDER
NEWFOUNNLAND YELLOW WARBLER

1936: 2 ¢, Deer Island, May 9, Ocober 7. 1937:-1 &, 2 @, Deer Island, Au-
gust 21, September 24, 1938: 1 &, 2 2, Gulfport, Svptember 26, 27, and 30.
1939: 1 &, Gulfport, May 1511 3, 2 @, Deer Island, Scptember 18 and 27.
1040: 2 3. 4 9. Deer Island, May 29, September 21 and 27, October 12, 1941:
1 9, Deer [sland, Seprember 200 1 9, Guifport, October 3, 19420 1 &, Deer

Tsland, May 7. 1943: 1 3, Guifport, May 5.
- Since amnicola has been found by Oberholser (1938: p. 531) to be
the breeding race throughout all of nerthern Canada, it is not surprising
that this subspecies is a regular and not uncommon transient on the
Mississippi coast. It apparently arrives a month later in the spring
than aestira, and is equally late in its arrival in the fall.

Extreme dates of occurence for the species as @ whole are April 10
(1940) and May 25 (1940); July 21 (1937) and October 21 (1938).

Dexprotca MAcNoLid (WILSON)
MacnoLia WARBLER

1935: 1 Q. Seucier, September 23, 1936 3 2, Gulfport, September 19, No.
vember 2 and §: 1 & im.. Deer Island, September 30, 1937: 2 &, 1 9, Gulfport,
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April 230 Moy 91 1 2, Cat Island, Apri
r 23, Moy 901 4L siind, pril 2%; 1 9. Deur Island, Sepiomber
1938: 2 %, D\ucr I.&..lr:d‘r.-h_y 6, November 5; 1 2, Guliport, Map 11, plum,” 1
L May 2' m( :s;:c:cr}l\hy 15: 1 2, Guliport, My 1a. I(J-'-i(r. >
6, May 16 and 21 2 %, Gulfport, Septemb :
! i ) 2L . of, Seprember 11, O
::) ‘I?:-I. 2 %, Deer IF nd, May 1% November 81 2 @, Gulfport LScp'e_-'r*)
;\;f\e:.._\c;‘-ﬁ.41942: L% '1 8 im. Guliport, Junuary 11, Seprember 13 1 B D .
isiuns, Mo 1401 %, EBiluxd, December 23, 1943: 1 &, Deer Isl;md. M;L:--]_?t

13
-
ke

. T*, Magnolia Warbler &5 an irregular and usually rather scarce tran-
sient in t}:c-A spring and a common transient in the fall on the Mississinpi
:oast.: During the szring migration an occasional bird is scen Ii‘::‘;ki?;]
.A‘upn._md in May: ordinasily not over three or four are recorded ag
that zime.  In 1937, however, and again in 1940, these warblers wc—mt
almos: plentiful, and were Irequently noted both on the mainland and
?n the islands.  In the fall they appear shortly before the middle of
bcpt‘c.':?_ber. are plentifu]l within 2 week or so, and do not decrease per
'acpt::.;: in numbers until the latter parct of Qctober.  Since this specics
fnas ’:cr been recorded during the winter months north of southern
Mexics, it was 2 great surprise to me to find that it winters ar least
: cn the Mississippi Gulf coast. On Jamuary 11, 1942, while
irosx:ii :x"s::ctch of'thick swampy woods ncar Guifport, a female
Magnslia Warbler was seen fecding in underbrush within 2 few feet

Lasun

o the = Eowas lecred i i i

A groznd. It was collected to verify the identification and was

:r . - - aad ey - 2 1 ¥

ound o be normal in every respect, with no evidence of any injury to

LCCOURT [Or ItS rroisenre Jar i ; J

rCOL. -2 tor s prosence s0 1ar out of it accepted range at this season

wiothe vear, The following winter this speci ) i
showing winter this species was watched for in

similar stretzhes of woods, an : 3 i 1
: s of woods, :ad on December 23, 1942, another female

a5 t=ten rear Biloxio Although positive conclusions are not justified

un the bisis b sods ini i
g 52813 of theie two recseds, 1 am of the opinion that the Magnolia

“Warblzr should not be con:

Mississizpi st duri ke wi |
SErocoast curing the winter months. Mainy arcas where an

eréd of mere accidental occurrence on the

weaasienal bird mizht be fouad at thar time are so thickly overe-own
they are almost impenetrable. It is thercfore rather casy to overlook
2 Spociss 2 1 2ici s this [ in i
P -:. a5 small and inconspicious as this one. It will ke interestng
0 note if additional mid-winter records for the occurrence of the Mag-
nolia Warbler on the Gulf coast result from further studics. Extreme
dares o occurrence is soecic i igrati i
¢: occurrence for this specics for the spring migration are April
1¢ 1545 Mo : i
9. (1943) and May 21 (19:0), and for the fall migration Scptember
(19%3) and Nevember 8 (1936).
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Dexproica TIGRINA (GMELIN)
Care May WARBLER

1540: 2 2, Ship Island, May 1.

The Cape May Warbler is apparently a very rare transient on the
Mississippi coast. In addition to the specimens listed below, a third
“bird was secns the same day on Ship Island, feeding, as were the others,
with large numbers of transient warblers in the live caks at the edge of
the open pinc woods. These are the only records,

DiNLDEOIC CAERULESENS CAERULESCENS (GMELIN)
BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER

1940: 1 &, Deer Islund, April 307172, Ship Island, May 1. 1942: 1 &, Deer
Isiand, May 1; 1 2, Deer Island, September 20.

The' Black-throated Blue Warbler is another species that s rarcly seen
on the Gulf coast of Mississippi. I have but one other record in addition
to the specimens listed above, 2 male seén near Guifport on Octeber
12, 1941, feeding with other warblers at the edge of a pecan orchard.

DENDROICA CORONATA CORONATA (LINNAEUS)
MYRTLE WARBLER
1935: 1 3. Gulfport, November 11; 1 3, Saucicr, December 23, 1936: 1 9,
Saucier, April 21: 1 &, SWoolmarket, December 23, 1937: 1 8, Gultport, January
+3:1 2, Saucier, Japuary 47 1 9, Hom Island, November 4. 1938: 1 ¢, Gulfport,
January 16: 1 4. Saucier. April 11, 19392 1 & . Saucier, February 14: 1 9, Gulf-

¢ port, October 15. 1940 3 €, Gulfport, January 21, Apcl 21, October 205 2 2,
Deer Island, March 2, April 301 1 2, Ship [sland, April 1002 3.1 2, Biloxi,
April 16 and 23, May 2. 19410 3 F. Gulfport, Muarch 4, October 12, December

21: 1 &. Deer Island, February 13, 19420 L 2, Der Island, October 261 1 &,
- Gulfport, Ducernber 16: 1 9, Saucier, December 23, 1943: 1 3, 1 @, Deer Island,
~ February 24, Apnd 1251 &, Biloxi, April 21,

The Myrtle Warbler is an abundant winter resident on the Mississippi
coast and is pessibly the most widely distributed species at this scason of
the yéar. The frst birds appear about the middle of October, and by
the end of the month small flocks are literaily cverywhere. They are
equally plentiful both on the mainland and on all the islands, feeding
indiscriminately in the live oaks, in the open pine woods, in the myrtic
thickets fringing the salt massh, and cven on the beaches. Toward the
‘end of March the flocks seen throughout the winter disappear, and only a
relatively small number of these birds are noted during the following
month. These latter bieds apparently come from farther south. The carliest
date of arrival is October 12 (1939) ; the latest date of departure in the
spring is May 3 (1937). Average dates of arrival and departure are Oc-
tober 24 and April 2.4
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DENDROICA CORGNATA HOOVERI MCGREGOR
HOOVER WARBLER
1936; 1 2, 3pucier, February 15: 1 4, Deer Island, February 28, 1937: 1

Cat Islanz, Februarny . 2 3
hmed 14, ehruary 12 1939: 1 2, Gulfpert, February 12. 1943: 1 &, Bilox

1

, This western race of the Myrtie Warbler, distinguished by its large
sizz and more extensive black on the breast, is apparently rather uncomm;n
on the .‘-.ﬁssissippi coast.  Since I have no records for the fall or wiater
rmenths, 12 is guite possible that the status of the race is that of 2 scerce
sprng tinsient, rather than i winter resident.  Further collecting is
asiessary. however, to decide this point. ‘ K

Dixnproica TowNsENDr (TOWNSEND)
TowNSEND WARBLER

1739 1 2. Gulfport, Seprember 17,

'1ms frmale Townsend Warbler was feeding alone in the upper branches
of 2 larze pecan tee. At a distance it closely resembled o female:

| N, ; ', . H
B..’n_kb rmian Warber and was almost passed by. A species so re-
stricted i s breeding range to the Pacific Northwest, as is Dendroica
townsens:. must be merely of accidental occurrence on the Gulf coast,

DESDRGICA 1IRENS VIRENS (GMELIN)
BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER

1)’35‘.I 12, Saucer. Oacher 8, 1936: 1 @, Deer land, April 10. 1937; 1 2
r ]:n.x—.‘:.. Apnl 3001 %, Horn Isiand, May 12: 1 2, Gulépor November 3,
= iﬁf L2 E. Deer Isl.mvd. Mz 6, October 15, November 5; e S.lUCiL"r.
Echm -?: 1 7. Gul::-;'vn:‘ .‘y:vcm:—:r G. 1939: 1 ¢, Cat Island, Octobcr‘s: 1 :‘,:
2 ;‘,Ciu'.—"mff‘ Ocmb«:.‘ 0. November 12 and 181 1 2 im., Saucier, November 17.
;lfpi-”v(,:":nip 83:11;:'.\?::_1 IE). .\lI_=:.' 1:1 4.1 9. Deor Iand, April 26, Sep-
1..;:.(‘,1,%:;«.);:_! ‘_\[;‘r:;h ::m. Septemier 15, 19410 1 2. Deer Island, May 7. 1042:

The Black-throated Grown Warbler is another species that is usually
scarce ani extremely erratic in its appearance in the spring.  One year
oniy, 1937, was it zt all common, being scen that spring almost daily
from the latter part of April uniil the middie of May. Other years onI;f
two or tiree birds were recorded during the eatire spring migration,
often ar zn interval of a month or more, and at dates varying from the
end of March until the first week in May, In the fall, however, the
species s always 2 fuirly common transient, usually appearing toward
the end of September, rarely by the middle of the month, and is fre-

quenty seen until eacly in November. It is cqually numerous at that
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time in stretches of woods bordering the streams on the mainland, and in
" the live oaks on the islands. The extreme dates of occurence in the
spring are March 24 (1942) and May 12 (1937), and in the fail,
September 13 {1940) and November 18 (1939).

Dexprotca CERULEA (WILSON)
CERULEAN WARBLER
1936: 1 ¢, Woolmarker, Aprl 7: 3 @, Gulfport, August i, Scptember 11
1937: 1 4. 3 ¢, Gulfporr, July 28 August 2, 7. and 26. 1938: 1 ¢ im., Gulf-
T port, August 7: 1 4 im., Saucier, August 9. 1939: 1 @, Gulfport, September 15.
" 1940: 2 &, 1 9, Deer Island, April 13 and 26, September 261 1 2, Ship Island,
May 1, 1941: 1 & im, 2 9 im., Gulfport, July 26, August 3, Scptember 17, 1942
14,1 ¢ im., Gulfport, August 1, September 9. 19432 1 2. Gulfport, August 27.
~ The Cerulean Warbler is still another species that is fairly common in
the fall, but is rarcly scen in the spring.  Actually ¥ have only six records
for the spring migration, as follows: 1936-—a female at Woolmarket
on April 7, and a male at Saucicr on April §; 1940—a male on Deer
Istand on April 13, a female at the same place on April 26, and a female
on Ship Island on May 1; 1943—a male on Decr Island on April 19.
In the fall the first arrivals usually appear during the last of July, arc in-
variably present in early August, and are scen almost daily then until
the middle of Scptember. With one exception, 1 noted this species in
the fall only in woods bordering the strcams on the mainland.  Or
September 26, 1940, 2 single bird, an adult male, was secn on Deer
Island, feeding with other warblers in a live oak at the cdge of the
open pinc woods. This was, by onv day, my latest record.  Extreme
dates of occurrence otherwise are July 26 (1941) and Scptember 25
(1933).
Dexprotca iusct (MULLER)
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER

1936: 1 4.1 @, Saucier. March 28, September 18..1937: 3 &, 1 2. Gulipo-t,
March 27, May 10, September 2, 1939: 2 @, Deer [sland, Scptember 16 and 27
13 im, ! 9. Car Istand. September 21, October 5. 1040: 1 &, Biloxi, April
25;1 &, Ship Island, May 1: 1 @, Cu Island, May %: 1 2. Gulfport, September
11; 1 9, Deer Island, September 26, 1941: 1 ¢, Biluxi, Aprl 5.1 3,1 2, Duer
Island, May 7, October 16: 1 & im.. 2 2, Gulfport, August 23, September 14,
Ociober 18, 1942: 1 &, Gulfport, August 27. -

" The Blackburnian Warbler is a rather scarce transient in the spring
and almost cqually uncommon in the falll It was recorded in small
numbers each year, but, especially in the spring, was scen at rather
infrequent intervals and at widely varying dates. It was most fre-
quently observed in April. and again'in Scptember. Extreme dates
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1939 1 2. Deer Lilend, Seprem
5. Deer Liland, Seprember 16, 1940 1 4, Gulfport, March 9.
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ulf coast for there are ‘
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iur on the Mississippl coast, albiora occurs

2 1 Seeading Bisd cnlv in weands ‘
12 Bird anly in wesds bordesing the Pearl River at Pearlington
) = -

:rn point where this subspecies is known to
Jon p sewhem sl CM”'E,i-cc‘\\'h.f::c: on th-c coast it 1 a common
e ,:n,1 .:-_.r],nc; in the spring are March 4 (1939)
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o most frequeniiy seon the latter half of March, and again
cxte in July and early in August and s cgually numerous in wgods
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Lurdering the stroams the mal : i i

rsjands, cAt’:tr ca:efr:.:;l'.'O!;cu;;‘zn?:;r:&::.ﬂ.l:lmir}? t%l'c o e con
i ) ving o ics listed above, the con-
filg.lo? was' reached that aléilora is a rather variable race. ‘Althouﬂh
:_:pzcz: spcmm.c:ns. lack the yellow on the lores, this is by no means cobn~
stant. some individuals having the lores as distinctly yellow as in

Songnicz and manv show at s c of thi
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DENDROICA PENSYLVANICA (LINNAEUS)
CHESTNUT-STDED WARBLER

©1935: 1 2, Saucier, September 27, 1936: 1 @, Waolmarket, September 257 1 8.
Saucier. October 2. 1957 14,1 2, Gulfport, April 22, Scpternber 173 1 8. Cat
“Island, April 25 1 &, Ship Tsland, May 7. 19400 1 &, Gulfpurt, April 1432 &,
1 ¢, Deer Islend, April 26, September 26 and 27, 1941 1 &, Deer Island, May
© 7.1 @, Saucier, Seprember 1811 9. Guléport, October 8. 1942: 1 3 im., Dees
- Island, Jaquary 61 1 %, Gulfport, September 91 1 2. Deer Istund, Decernber 1.
In common with so many of the warblers, this s
what scarce and irregular daring the spring migration, but fairly common
- during the fall. Normally two or three birds were scen cach spring
late in April and carly in May, and there was an occasional year (1937,
1940, 1943) when they werc frequently noted during the last two weeks
In the fall they reappearcd shortly after the middle of Scp-
h the first week in October, both on
Since there are Do Previous winter
records for this species north of Guatamala, it was rather surprising o
find it on the Gulf coast at this scason of the year. On January 6, 1942,
s seen on Deer Island, feeding alone
The bird was collected so that
It was found to be normal

pecics s usually some-

in April.
tember, and were present throug
the mainland and on the islands.

a male in immature plummage
_in underbrush fringing the open beacth.
there might be no question of its identity.
in every respect and with no evidence of injury to account for its
¢ in the United States during the mid-winter. At the time the

presenc
1 onc that was of no special

record was considered merely an accident2
significance.  The following winter, however, another male, this time
are was seen on Deer Island on December 1, feeding in

in adult plumage.
underbrush at the edge of the open pine woods. Two rccords are in-
the exact status

conclusive and do not justily a stiicment concerning
of this specics on the Mississippt coast other thap as a transient. T have
little reluctance now, however, in considering, it of casual occurrence on
the islands Juring the winter menths. The extreme dates of occurrence for
the spring migration arc April 1 (1910) and May 7 (1937). and for
- the fall migration, September 6 (1942) and October 8 (1941).

DEXDROICA CASTANE (WILSON)
BAY-BREASTED WWARDLER

1935 1 4. Saucier, October 24. 1936: 1 8, Der Island, May 22, 19370 1 3.
Saucier, April 241 1 3, Cat Island, April 25: 1 9, Gulfport, April 290 1 8.
Horn Island, Mav 12. 19381 1 3. Guifport, hMay 5. 1940: 1 &, Bilexi, April 253

1 &, Gulfport, May 631 3.

1 Q. Ship bland, Moy L1 1 9, Cat Island, My 58
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Dreer Island, May 10, 1941: 1 2. D 7
" - May 1o, U2, Deer Island, M 102
11: 1 %, Gulfport, October 22, 1943 1 baafljn;x{a}{sli[r)::} 1A;>r.ilD1t§r fstard, Ortcber

..-'\Irhc,:;gn.norma.lly rather scarce, the Bay-breasted Warbler |5 2 !
spring transient on the Mississippi coast, a few birds bm_mbc:reg;.u,a:
}'f&.: late In Azl and early in May. There was an Occask;x-m? Y";-r” hL::?
;..;.f?(_i;ijj}d:l);;nar:i,:%o: j-vhen thi.:; SpeCics was fairly pIc;l:if:;I and
35 freguentl - 1g tits same interval on the mainland and og
tA::! i% :mf.s. Only rarely was one of these warblers noted afte
middle pr May. Exrrerme Jdates of occurrence for the spring mi:rr-'the
are April 19 (1943} and May 29 (1936). In the fall this :‘ccil::‘?‘don
exzremely rare transient, my few records at that time being }:s foblljb 3”
2 male 2t Saacier on Ocober 24, 1935; a female on Dc‘.::r Isians.?“;r;

October 11, 1941 ; two birds (zpparently females) at Gulfport on October

19, %9"&1 ; and a1 fernale also ar Gulfrort on October 22, 1941

LAy

Dexnprowa srriara ( Forsrer)
BLack-POLL WARBLER

1036: 1 2, Guliporn. Mar 27: 1 €. D
e o porz, May 17 v Deer Idland, May 29, 1937 8
;541-'1“5" 121940: 1 2. Deer island, April 261 1 2. Ship Is: ';doiﬁm
: 2. 2 2, Deer fuland, May 1. 1942: 1 2., Deer Island, M.:;; H?. i

'T:::e Bietck-poll Warbler is = scarce and rather erratic spring transient
on the M:ssiss_ippi coast for I have no records other than tfose Ii::tecii
abovc—.‘ Since fts‘migmrion route in the fall is largely restricted to the
Atlantic coust &t is doubtfal if it occurs anywher&‘_in the State at this
scason of the year. o

Deroroica pinus piNes (WiLsoN)
No2THERN PINE WARBLER

1( :-. Ll r e Lo 1
: :)'EA:E ?‘.nim.?_;gr’. MT} 1;.'D:,_-c:mbcr_}2. 1936 1 2, Saucier, April 1. 1537;
Ixf;n-‘ \‘[  ieod. woruary 12, 1 %, Saucier, Octuher 29, 19380 2 2. 1 9. Dv"d-‘
h I-;.\r. .1.c!t; 1‘4. Novermber ¢ Detember 210 1 2 im.. Deer M:m:I.j -"I'm’E
I:,I.aq:} .\nr I»,fm;.: )\{afch 2019390 1 %, Cur [slund, Ociober 3. '19-{1" Iun;. —D‘c:r
Bland. Mazco 1 ] atciujifpgr'..\[.\farchvé. 1942: 3 £, 1 2. Biloxi, Fehroary 34
wer 25 2. sland, March 2901 2 Dewr [x pril 27, 1943:
Dec : R 2 m., Deer [sland, April 27 43
Ap:—j} : 2. P-::S {sl;Jnd. F':bru;::*: 24; Mngch 2 and 47 1 dedeling 3pril:)c;rljlzr}1:i
iy .P.: 2, 'dhC.:r, -.?f_-rch 01 £ Biloxi, March 5: 0t 2, Guifpn::, March 9:
i 1= Pine \ngrb.kr. 15 one of the commonest and most widely distributed
;r 5 f)n t:Hc: Mississippi cozst. occurring everywhere in the wide strctches
%’OPJ} pinc woods characteristic of both the mainland and the islands
; ere is abways a noticeable increase in the aumber of these birds seen
ate in Fhe fall anc‘{ i winter months, This is unquestionably due to the -
prchscn\L of.transmnts from farther north, Breeding  activities beein
rather carly in the spring, for on February 24, 1943, 2 female was no;cd

20 Birds of Mississippi : 451

“Deer Island working on a nest that was partially built. This was not
2n exceptionally carly date, for in previous years broods of well-fledged
young were frequently scen shortly after the first of April. This species
is generally assumed to rear only onc brood each spring, but 2 female seen
arrying nesting materizl on May 8, 1943, was apparcntly nesting for
the second time that vear. How widespread this habit is remains of
ourse to be determined by further observations.

Dexproica piscoLor DISCOLOR (VIEILLOT)
NORTHERN PRAIRIE WARBLER

19:56: 3 9, Deer Island, April 10, July 31, August 6. 1937: 2 & im, 1 2 im.,
Deer Island, July 31, August 21, September 24, 1938: 1 3, Deer Island, Aupgust
15, 1939 1 2, Deer Island, September 18 1 2. Gulfport, September 24, 1940:

@, Deer Island, April 20 and 26, September 265 1 & im., Guifport, September
29, 1941: 1 2. Guliport, April 6: 3 &, 2 ¢, Deer Island, May 1, August 10,
Septernber 20, October 26 and 29. 1942: 1 & im. 1 9, Guifport, August 4 and 30.
The Prairic Warbler is an extremely uncommen transient in the spring.
I never recosded more than one or two during a spring migration, and
there were frequent years when none were seen. In the fall, however, this
pecies is a fairly common transicnt, appearing late in July or carly
August. It was frequently observed from then until late September,
Ualike the other warblers, this species is rarely found on the mainland.
over 90 per cent of my records being of birds seen on the islands. So
infrequently, in fact, were Prairie Warblers scen on the mainland that
the presence of an occasional bied at Guifport was considered worthy of
special comment in my field notes, The extreme dates of occurrence for
- this species for the spring migration (six records} are April 6 (1941) and
May 1 (1941). and for the fall migration, July 31 (1936) and QOctober
20 (1941).

DENDROICA PALMARUM PALMARUM (GMELIN)
WESTERN PALM WARBLER

1935: 14 im., Saucicr. October 2, 1936; 32, Gulfport, March 11, October 31,
November 8: 1 & im.. | 2, Deer Island, April 10, September 30. 19371 1 2, Cat
Island, April 25. 1935: 1 &, Cat Island, March 21 1 &, Gulfport, Apnl 12
1 9, Deer Islund, Seprember 24, 19390 4 &, Deer Island, Janvary 31, March 4,
December 7 and 19 1 2. Cat Island, Scptember 21, 1940: 1 €, Cat Island, Sep-
tember 13: 1 2. Gulfport, December 220 19410 2 &, Gulfport, March 19, Decem-
ber 5;: 1 &.1 2, Deer Island, March 26, December 13, 1942: 1 3,1 &, Deer
Island, March 7. September 22: 1 &, Cat Island, March 16 1 @, Lyman, Decem-

ber 29, 1943: 1 &, Gulfport, April 7 1 ¢, Lyman, April 17.

The Palm Warbler is & common winter resident on the Mississippi coast,
usually appearing in the fall shortly after the middle of September and
lingering in the spring until almost the end of April. It is characteris-



A

4352 T.D. B.’tf'/c’!-gb Occ, Paperg
ticzlly a bird of the more open country, and although cqually numergys
both on the mainland 2ad on the islands 1t consistently s.‘.'oidsr the thicker
stretches of woods.  Usually small flocks containing from five to ¢johy
.ir:divic!uals are seen, feeding on the ground in the open pine woods,uo:
in fields or pastures.

This western race is much more common as A tramsient than as s
winter resident. It s seen in osmall numbers from the last of October
urcil the middle of March, Jt appears in the fall a month carlicr than
Firochrirez, and s invariably present in the spring almost three weeks
longer than the latter. My carliest date of acrival in the fall is Scprembet
13 (1940) : my lazest date of departure in the spring is April 25 (1937),

DENDRAICA 24LUARUM HYPOCHRYSES RIDGWAY
YELLOwW Parar WarBLER
1935 1 2, Gulfnur:. Outder 1819360 2 4, Gulfpart, Jonuary 1. February 14
2 =.orunen, April 2 and 319370 1 3. Deer Islind, Derember 31, 1938: 1 8,
Guifporr, April 5. 19391 1 2 Horn Iland, Junuary 21, 1940: 1 @, Saucier,
Nevember 1901 3, Deer INind. November 30. 1941: 1 3, Deer Island, March 7.

19042: 1 2, Deer Island, December 7: 1 2, Biloxi, December 25, 1943 1 @
Saucier, Jinuary 2011 2, Guifport, April 7. '

This castern race was not observed in the fall until after the middle
of October, and in the spring it was only infrequently seen after the end
of March. It is much more common throughout the winter months, how-
ever. than palmsran:. The carliest date of arrival in the fal] is October
18 (1935) ; the latest date of departure in the spring is April & (1938),

SEIURUS AURGCAPILLUS AUROCAPILLLS (LINNAEUS)
Eastern OvEN-BIRD
1935: 1 ‘?‘ aucier, September 24, 1936: 1 4 Gultpert, May 7. 1937: 1 ¢ im.,
Gulfrort, August 30, 19410 1 %, Gulfporn Octuber 14, 1943 2 © . Deer Istand,

Mav 13, Auvoust 28: 2 % Gulfport, May 15 and 17. 1945: t Biloxi, April 9;
1 2. Deer Island, November 1. ' 8. Biloxi, Aprl 9:

The Oven-bird is a fairly common transient on the Mississippi coast and
is seen equally as often in the spring 2s in the fall. On the mainland
it 18 found almost entirely in the stretches of woods bordering the streams,
whezeas on the islands, it is frequently seen about the palmetto thickets
in the open pine woods. Although it arrives in the spring late in March
or carly in Apcil, it is usually late in April and carly in May that the
species is most frequently observed.  In the fall an occasional bird appears
the last of August or the first week in September, but only during the
latter part of September and rly in October s it fairly picntfful, Extreme
dates of occurence for this species for the spring migration are March

EaN
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1'(1938} and May 17 (1942), and for the fall migration August
5'(1937) and November 1 {1943).

SEIVRUS AURQCAPILLUS FURVIOR BATCHELOR
NEWFOUNDLAND OVEN-BIRD

 1938: 1 2. Deer Liland, October 15, 1939: 1 2, Deer Island, May 13, 1940

Q, Deer Island, April 30, September 12, 1941 1 @, Deer Island, May 10.

' Although recognized in only a few publications farvior appears to be a

id race since it is readily distinguished from awrocapillus by its dis

tinctly darker upper parts. 1 have observed this race to be a commeon

breeding bird in Newfoundland, and doubtless it occurs as a regular

transicnt throughout the castern United States,

SEIURUS AURDCAPILLUS CINERELS MILLER
Gray OVEN-BIRD

©1936: 1 8, Gulfport, April 8. 1937: 1 2, Horn Island, May 12, 1940: 1 3.
Deer Island, April 13, 1943: 1 @, Gulfport, May 11,

This recently described subspecics which is characterized by paler
{grayer) upper parts, is apparently of at least casual occurrence on the
Gulf coast in the spring.  Comparatively few Oven-birds were collected
in the fall; so it is possible that cinerews is present also at that time.

SEIFRUS NOUERQRACENSIS NOVEBORACENSIS (GMELIN)
NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH

1937: 1 2, Deer Island, September 1. 1939: 1 &, Deer Island, September 16.
1940: 1 2, Deer Island, May 13.

- This eastern race of Seiwrus noveborzcensis s an extremely scarce
ransient on the Mississippi coast. Of a series of thirty-seven water-
thrushes collected in the spring and fall, oaly the three specimens listed
above were found referable to noveboracensis.

SEIVRUS NOUERORACENSIS NOTABILIS RIDGWAY
GRINNELL WATER-THRUSH

1935: 1 @, Deer Island, October 7: 3 @, Gulfport, October 9, 10, and 13: 1 Q.
ducter, October 23, 1936: 1 8, 1 2, Gulfpors, May 6, Scptember 115 1 9@, Deer
sland, August 31 1 3, Saucier, September 18, 1937: 1 &, 1 §, Deer Island,
April 21, August 28: 1 9, Gulfport, Sepiember 6. 1938: 1 2, 1 9. Gulfport,
April 27, August 27: 2 2, Deer Island, Acgust 18 and 25, 1939: 1 3,1 @, Guli-
Sport, Ocwber 2 and 160 1 4, 1 2. Deer Island, October 13 and 21, 1940: 1 2.
Deer [sland, April 26: 1 &.2 @, Gulfport, September 11, 14, and 15, 1991: 1 €.
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E,:;Ppc' fku:i.,-.é ic];D 1 o}.}: d@ .ADcer Island, August 21, Seprember 25, Ocred
2l A, 2. Duer Island, il 23 ay 73 fay -
OGN IH Aol 18 pril 23, May 711 9, Gulfpur, May 17

The western race. worsbilis,

occurs as a fairly common transi
The wes \ ansicn t
M:ss:ssxppx Coast. o e

ssis : Like so many of the warblers, it is usually infreqy
seen in ‘the spring. although there was an oceasional year when it w

reorded almost daily late in April or carly in May. In the fall it appe 15
r'f:;_zla.n_‘.' shortly after the middle of August, and is always fairly kPnF;tjf;
F:::gughout Seprember and the first week in October.  On the r?lﬂinll L.d
it is limited in its occutence to the stretches of woods bordc;i;uh 1;»

s::‘::.ms. but on the islands it shows no hesitation in feeding abut;-; thE
prmetio thickets. Extreme dates of occurrence for the sprin:g miar:riori
ars Apnil 19 (1943) and May 17 (19-12), and for the fall migration
Avzust 13 (1942) and October 24 (1941). ) ’

ently

SEICIUS NCUERGRACENSIS FIMNAZIS MILLER
Brimist COLUMBIA WATER-THRL SH
12420 1 2 im. Guifport, August 135 1 @, Deer Liland, September 4,
?nc t=0 specimens fisted above have been identified by Alden H. Miller
as omrzzns. 4 race ne recently described from British Columbia,
SEICRYS MOTACILLA (VIEILLOT)
Lotistana WATER-THRUSH

?m b,é.cm: r‘id;i']" 1121: 11959. 2 QQ\ (éulfpur:. April 26, July 18 and 29
woboultpors Julv 12, 19390 1 €, Suucier, March § 0 G
\ ;.Iurch 20, Qcaober 29, 19471 i ; RV A ol
ioMuarch 21
. Murch 29

Coper 2y WAL 3. Guliporr, Murch 15 2 2. |
md 260 Aprid 10. 19420 1 2, Deer Island, M: 2
192, Gultporr, Julv 30, 1943: 1 e

Ir HY K

2, Deer Island, April s,

Dl;s;:irc; the fact that the Louisizna Water-thrush nests at Brooklyn, 2
Ic_)c:-:.:cy within 50 miles of the coast. and is a fairly common brcedi.ng
bird over much of the Stzte it is 2 scarce and rather erratic transient in
ther extreme scuthern part of Mississippi. A few birds are secn cach
S.{:f‘:t‘_g ‘:mﬁd fall. but they 2ppear at widely varying dates, and usually at
r:u:.:r nirequent intervals.  This species was r::fkordcd most frcquclnfl}’
during the latter parc of March, and again [ate in July and in August.
Exir:me <ates of occurence for the spring migration are March 8 (1;59)
and ..‘\prii 26 (1936). and for the fall migration. July 9 (1937) and
Octc:x:_r 29 (1940). This October record is decidedly exceptional, for
ot_he..-w:se my latest date of departure is August 30 (1937). The October
bird was a female that was fec-ding in a thicket in woods bordering a

Birds of Missizsippe

)
fad

eam pear Gulfport.  On being collected to verify identification it was
found to be very fat and apparently normal in cvery respect.

OruRoRNIS ForMosrs (WILsox)

KinTUCKY WARBLER
$936: 1 @, YWoulmarket, Aprib 75 1 4 m, Saucier, August TO193TI 1 %, Gulf-
t. September 17,1938 2 3. Galiprar, Apnl 5, July 1701 &, Dier Iland,
April 16. 1930: 1 ¢ im.., Cat Istund, Septersber 210 1940: t %, Ship Island. May

3. 1041: 2 &, Gulfpart, April 6, October 20 2 2, Dueer Lland, May 1, and 7.
942: 2 &, Gulfpict. August 2 and 15, 1943 1 @ Gulfport, May 16,

The Kentucky Warbler is a fairly common summer resident on the
Mississippi coast where scattered pairs nest in many uf the sketches of
weods bordering the streams on the mainland. The first arrivals in the
spring appear shortly after the first of April and within a week singing
males are much in evidence.  On the islands this species 18 a common
transient, and is present throughout alb of April and not infreguently
through the first week in May, T noted it on Cat Island as late as April 25
(1937), on Ship Island on May 1 (1940), and on Deer Ishind as late
as May 7 (191). The fall migration begins rather carly for an occa-
sional bird has reappeared on Deer Island as carly as July 31 (1936). By
the middle of August it is usually possible to record six or eight thure
in the course of a merning. The earlicst date of arrival in the spring 1s
April 3 (1938): the latest date of departure in the fall is October 6
{1940).
E OFURGRNIS PHILADELAHLA (WILSON)

MOURNING WARBLER
1937: 1 & im.. Deer Island, September 13, 1940: 13 im., Gulfport, September
12; 1 & im.. Cut Lsland, September 13019420 1 3, Duer Istand, Svprember 120
The Mourning Warbler is an extremely scare transient on the Mis
sissippi coast, and apparently occurs only in the fall. I have no records
other than those listed above,

GeorHiyvpis TRiciHAS {LINNATUS)
) Y ELLOW-THROAT

In view of the fact that this species has been long in aced of
thorough revision, and since there are unguestionably valid races yet
unrecognized by taxonmists, only tentative identifications arc given here.
n addition to fyphicols. a race described from Georgia, there are three
recognized forms occurring in the castern United States. A study of the
" material on hand showed plainly that many of the specimens possessed
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characte i them diffi i fini
cters that mads them difficult to assign definitely to one or another

of _the four eastern rzces. Until names are available for the undescribed
forms, I consider it Lest 1o identify the yellow-throats that were collected
on the basis of the charagers now accepted as separating the four races.
realize that the identifications here given are in som; cases subject .to
change,
GECTHLYPIS TRICHAS TRICIFAS {LinnazUs)
MARYLAND YELLOW-THROAT
1936-1%5%: = 7 11 %

7. . the ast of it (Auryus ¢ o A
week of May (M o, st of August (August 21, 1941) through the Spa

1WE9Y, ar Gulfport, Deer [Mund, and Cuat Ialand,
GEGTHLY S TRICHAS BRACHIDACTY L1 {SwamNson)
NORTHERN YELLOW-THROAT
£935-1943: 252, %, frem the middle of Septermberi September 12, 1937) e

almoss the end of Muv (Mar 25 1936}, at Saucier, Pearii isti
: i RRIRN EgRs 25, . ucier, Peariingion, Pass ST
Guliporr, Biloxi, Deer Folund, Ship Island, and Hurn [iland.  Christian,

ELTHLYPIS TRICHAS 1GNGT A CHAPMAN
FLorIDA YELLOW-THROAT

[935-19493;

. every month of th
ton, Gulfpert, ouls, Deer Islang

year except Juiy, at Saucier, Pearling-
(. Prscagouls, Deer Island, d

Cat Island, and Pet:r Bois Island,

GzoTiLypis TRICHAS TYPHIrL4 BURLEIGH
ATHENS YELLOW-THROAT
1935-1933: 222 8% from the last of Septernber ¢ September 25, 1935 until

almoss the middle of Mov (May 10, 1939 Sauciee, Lyman, Bir St Louis
Gulfporr, Dewr Isizad, 2nd Cur slund. P8 o Seueis Liman, Bay St Lo

GECTHLY PIS TRICHAS OCCIDENTALIS BREWSTER
WESTERN YELLOW-THROAT

19412 1 5, Guliport, Seprember 22

As can be noted from the specimens listed above, the races trichar,
braciidact;la, and typhiculs occur throughout the winter months, frichas
E_x:ing less numerous, fLowever, than the other two races, The subspecies
rgneiz is 3 fairly common breeding bird on the mainland, but was noted
only once during the summer months on any of the islands. What was
apparently 2 breeding pair of Yellow-throats was seen on Ship Island on
May 30, 1937. Oddly enough, I never found this species nesting on Deer
Island. [gnota has an extremely limited distribution on the coast. for
breeding birds taken at Saucier, approximatcly 22 miles north of Gulfpor,
were found to be intermediate in their characters, Although closest ta
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the Florida race, they were by no means typical. Even though fairly
comrmon in the winter, yellow-throats were observed in greatest numbers
as fall transients, there being decasional days in late September when they
were seen literally everywhere,  In the spring they were common through-
“out most of April, but were never as abundant then as in the fall.

Icregra vIRENS 1iRENS { LINNAEUS)
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT

1935: 14 im., Saucier, July 1. 1936: 18, Gulfport, May 10; 18, Woolmar-
ket, June 3. 19371 1 &, Gulfport, September 29, 1938: 1 4. Deer Istand, October
29, 1939: 1 &, Guifpurt, May 28: 1 2, Duer Islund, October 13, 19400 1 €, Deer
Island. October 19, 1941: L &, Gulfport, Muay 18, 1943: 1 &, Guliporr, May 4

The Yellow-breasted Chat is a scarce and rather local summer resident
on the Mississippi coast that usually appears in the spring shortly after
the middle of April and lingers in the fall until almost the end of
October, It does not nest on the islands; but occurs there as a faicly
common tramsicnt, and is especially aumecrous in the fall when it is
frequently scen about the palmctto thickess in the open pine woods.  The
earliest date of arrival in the spring is April 15 (1936) ; the latest date
of departurc in the fall, October 29 (1938).

Wirsonia cirRiNg (BODDAERT)
HooDen WARBLER

1935: 2 &. Saucier, June 7, November 1. 19360 1 &, Woulmarket, March 17.
1938: 2 &, Gulfport, March 17, July 3. 1939: 1 &, Saucier, June 24, 1940: 2 &,
Deer Island, April 13, September 6: 18, Gulfport, May 19, 1941: 28, 1€, Deer
Island, March 21, July 30, November 8. 1942: 2 &, Gulfport, March 20, July LS
1 9 im., Deer Island, August 10, 1943: 1 &, 2 ¢, Deer Island, March 14, April
28, August 26.

The Hooded Warbler is 2 common summer resident on the Mississippt
coast, but is limited in its distribution to the stretches of woods bordering
the streams on the mainland.  The' first birds wsually appear in the
spring shottly after the middle of March, and by the end of the month
the species is present wherever it will later nest. On Deer Island it is
plentiful throughout all of April, and was noted there as late as May 6
(1938). 1 also recorded it on Cat Istand between the dates of March
29 (1942) and April 25 (1937), and on Ship Island May 1, 1940. The
‘falllmigration begins rather carly, for an occasionzl bird reappears on
Deer Island by the end of July (July 30, 1941), and in August it is
frequently scen there about the palmetto thickets in the open pine woods
The earliest date of arrival in the spring is March 14 (1943) ; the latest
date of departure in the fall is November 8 (1941).

Ll
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WS b pesinda (WHSON)
WrrsoN WARBLER
150 - er feland S - s H
' .')j-;) Ll .,_ H n;i. Oatiber 7 I3 Seudder, Ocober 120 1940: 32, 17
el bviands represrer 12 oamd 240, Oceber 501 €. Cat Island, Suptcmhrr"‘;.: o

e VT lemn ; - ic f
ne Wilsen Warbler 15 & scarce and extremely erratic fali trinsient on
ol w1 s - - S ) 1 i h
the Mis ISIPTT (6 There are years when this SPECICs 15 not recarded

and onlv m 1940 was it of more than casual occurrence. I have bur ons
otner reword in addition o the spectmens listed above, a female seen on

Dezr Isiand on Serrember 220 1042,

Whoovonss oring o pirara (Pannas)
NORTHERS PILEGLATED W ARKLLR

036 2. Guirps o1 September 26,
s ereamen s compared with typical males of  pelendars then

winin the brecdmy range ot this western form. and was found to agres
m oevery respect. This s apparentdy the farthest cast thar this subspecies
has bren recorded.
Wonisent e s apEaSIs (LINNAGUS)
Canaba WARBLER

193% 1 3, Siuwer. Npremher 270 19360 1 7, Deer Island, August 31, 1937:

I, Guliport Mas ta0 1 2 am . Gulr it 3 T :
port. Maw Tao 1D oam, Irports Auwpust 307 1 %, Deer Lund, Sep
tlur.__cr Lo1wds: o5 Gultpor, b'.‘p".ml'\-_‘r oA T Y Guliport, September 15
D.:-, C'..u J\!.t. : ()‘.‘ mero~o L2 amy Deer Bland, October 1300 1wior 2 3,
et Islumd, Sepremier 1200 %0 Cur Lland, Seprember 13 1 2, Suucier, Sepe

terrber 3o 1941 1 T Deer Island. Seprember 20,

Tre Canada Warbler is 1 rather scarce transient on the Misstssipp
coxst. In the spriny it was recorded only once, the female scen on May
10, 1937 0 weods bordening « stream acar Gulfport.
in "1<. fall. but iy mored then at rather infrequent intervals, uscally aps
pearing in carly Sepiember and being rarcly observed later thaa the first
of Cctober. The extreme dates of occurrence for the fall migration are
August 30 (1937} and Ocrober 13 (1939). }

It occurs regularly

SErGEHAGH RUTIGILLA RUTICILLA (LINNAEUS)
AMERICAN REDSTART

(AT}

1936: 141 1M 2 ime. Woolmarket, Aprit 1. July 30, August 11: 52 .28 im.
& m., Gul fp- 1. April N and 25, May 5, July 29, August 15, 22 and 29, S¢p-

tembet 26 9. Savaer, Juiv 281 2, Hore Island. August 21, 1937: 2 §. 3
3 im., GL. portt, March 27, :\m_m 1. 16 and 23, September 261 1 2 im.. Waol-
marr wt, July 22000 . Saucer, August 20 and 3119380 1 2,1 3 im. 1 9,
Guliport, July 29 and 310 Avgust 287 1 9, Deer Ihind., August 18, 1940

12, Deer Iniunc. Aprn 1A 09410 4 201 4 im, 1 2 Gulfpnrt, July 28, August

Birds ) Mas isppy

@ . Dcer Island, July 30, Augost 10 and 16, 1942
(Ju]tpurt July 160 August ‘) Lo, 19 and 2201

3ind 23, Qcober 1702 21
S
3. Deer Llund, Apnl 8@

.1 4 imo P01 7 oam,
U2 im.. Deer Dland, Avgust 60 September 70 s 1

o h
.3, Gulfpurt, Auguse 21, 22 and 27,

The Redstart is a common transient on the Mississippi coast both in
the spring and in the fall and wqually numerous on the mainland and
on all the islundds, I the spring it is wsually present frem carly in April
wntil almest the middic of May, while in the fall it invariubly appears the
latrer pact of July and s pleatiful thea until the last of October, It 1s
always interesting to note the regularity with which the adelt males arrive
in the fall. The fiest birds to appear are abways young of the year, and
“although a few adult females are seen carly in August, it is not unal
“after the middle of the month that the males are observed, During
ueptcmbcr the Redstart occurs in its greatest numbers, and there is usually
“an occasional Juy after the middle of the menth (notably Seprember 26,
936, Sepiember 26, 1900, and Scptember 23, 1942) when these warbiers
are found literally evervwhere, My extreme dates of eccurrence for this
specices in the spring are March 27 (1937) and May 14 (1942). and in
the fall, July 16 (19-42) and November 10 (1937).

SETOUPHAGA RUTICILLA TRICOLORS (MULLER)
NORTHERN REDSTART

1935: 1 4. Saucier, October 25, 1936: 1 2. Saucier, September 2001 4. Gull-
port, Ociober ) i‘):‘:-‘f'; 1 2. Ship Island, May 701 &, 1 2. Gulfport. May 9,
November 10 Horn Isfrnd, May 12, l‘):iR: 2 3. Gulfport. April 8, Aupust
7 1 @, Deer la .Jnd, Nuu_mbu S 193v: 3 4, Gulfport, May 8, Ocober 6 and
11 3. Deer Island, May 9 Cut lxl.md cpumhu 20 Oceher 3, 19490 1
. Ship Islund, April 103 2 8 Du:r Island, ApnI 26 and 30 1 9, Gulfport,
Octobt.r 25 1941t 3,1 @ Dur Island, May 7. November 401 8, Gulfpore,
October 104203 201 9, Decer {sland, May 14, \Lp emher 28, Ocwher 2601 4

, Gul fpurt August 50, \cpt;m‘%r 23, 1943 L &, 2 @, Deer Island, Aprl .
f;!-) S and 12 1 4. Gulfpurt, August 21,

Although this subspecies of the Redstart has until now been granted
ecognition in only 2 few published works, it is unquestionably a valid
ace. When Muller's name was revived and attached to a definite popu-
fation of Redstarts by Oberholser (1938: 572) the breeding range
as thought to be confined to western portions of the United States and
Canada. In 1942 and 1943, I had the privilege of spending the month of
une in Newfoundland, engaged in 2 study of bird life of this little-known
duntry. Among the spccimens taken was a small scries of Redstarts,
cluding both adult males and females and subadult males. Thuse proved.
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on exa.r::.nation. to have all the characters attributed o tricolora. The
were noticeably different from the brecding Redstarts of the southes i
Urired S:ates with which I had been Icmv farml:ar P
tunity offered, 1 rmore detailed study was made

thr O“&]—\V_L much o7

Later, when oppor-
of specimens taken
the brccdmg range of this species, and it wag
appirent at once that Mricolore is a well-marked race, with a brceunr-
rangs extending across the continent from British Columbia 0 \L\s
foun :Hm_ This fac: explains the occurrence of this supposedly western
face as a2 comman transient in the eastern states, and should climinate
the main objecion rzised bv some taxonomists with FeSpeCt to recognizing
two races of Serascaza racicilla. No attempt was made to work out the
brc—s:mg ranges of whe two forms: so the southern limits of tricolora are
yet o be determined when further material is available for study.

In the adult
s smaller

maiet,

tricslora can be distinguished from raticilla by
size and by the noticeably smaller orange speculum,  The fe-
male a0 subadulr male are even more distinct, being not or:ly smaller,
but ziso having the upper parts gray rather than olive green.  The yellow
specaium s likewise much reduced, in some cases being so abscure that
only 2 faint trace of yellow is visible.

On the basis of the specimens taken on the MlSSISSlppl coast the
northern race attives and departs much later, both in the spring and in
the L&l 1 have no records for tricnlors, for cither March or July, buz

s waken
bm“ 2ken after the Arst week in May and after the middle of Ocober
are invarizbly rt::'.:-.aff: to that race,

Serorraca prricira X CompSoTILYIPIS AMERICAN A

RELATART-PARULA VWARBLGR FIVBRID

On Avgust 30 1935, 2 female warbler was taken on Cat Island that
I was unable to :dentify at the time, Comparisons later, however, with
pertinent material in the United States National Museum revealed that
this specimen was  without question 2 hybrid between the Redstart
(Serr,r: 7z ruticillz) and the Parula Warbler (Com prothlypis aniericana).
Superii cu;I. it resembles a female Redstart, but close scrutiny shows
characiers foreign o the genus Setophage. and possessed only by the genus
Comprathly ois. This is appa-entl} the first known example of hybridiza-
tion berwetn the - species. For a detailed description of this unusual

<'*c’x":m see Bu: irh

ioh {1942).
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Family PLOCEIDAE

PASSER DoMESTICUS DOMESTICUS (LINNAEU)
ENGLISH SPARROW

1936: 2 &, Guliport, May 3, November 19.
This ubiquitous specics is 2 common bird about all the towns on the
‘mainland, but was not recorded on any of the islands.

Family ICTERIDAE

DorichoNYX 0RYZI'ORUS (LINNAEUS)
BoeoLInk

9, Horn Island, May 12, 1942: 1 &, 1 2, Deer Island, May 8;
1 &. Gulfport, May 13,

©3937: 2 13,
p ¢, Cat Island, May 10. 1943:
.~ The Bobolink is an extremely scarce spring transient on the Mississippi
coast, an occasional small flock of these birds usually being seen in May
in the wide stretches of salt marsh on the islands. The carliest record
is that of a single male scen on Deer Island on April 30, 1938. T did

not observe the species in the fall.

STURNELLA MAGNA ARCUTULA BANGS
SOUTHERN MEADOWLARK
6 9, Saucier, June 4, july 24, August 14, October 15 and 28, Ne-
14, and 27, December 3. 1936: 1 8. 2 9, Saucier, January 6 and
1 3, Gulfport. December 25, 1937: 1 6, Saucier, Decemnber 7.
938: 1 2, Cat Z.i:md March 21. 1939: 2 €. Decr Esland, Qctober 21, November

;1 3, Saucier, November 15, 1940: 2 €, Saucier, January 23, Fcbruury 135,
1942: 3 &, Guifport, Jacuery 22, February 11, November 30.

.. The Meadowlark is a common resident specics on the Mississippi coast,
and is one of the characteristic birds of the open pinc woods on the
mainland. It does not breed on the islands, and occurs there as a rather
scarce and irregular straggler, my few records being as follows: Cat
Island-—z female on March 21, 1938 one bird on December 13, 1939
Deer Island—a female on Octeber 21, 1939, a female on November 4,
1939, two birds on February 15, 1942, Since there is the possibility of
the northern race, magna, being present during the winter months, an
occasional bird was taken from the small flocks of Meadowlarks scen at
this season of the year. Without exception they proved typical, both in
measuremeats and plumage, of the southern race arguinla. . 1f the northern
form occurs at all it must be exceedingly scarce in the southern part of the
State.

1935: 6 &.
ernber 4, 7, 12,

0, Novcmbt‘r 23,
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SorRNL

SEGLECT D AULGURON
WrsTrEN MEADGWT ARK

WEAG L Dewr Iniond, Onber 150 19370 1 5, Suutior, Movomier ©

Tre female weken on Deze laand was feeding tlove ar the oo

stroti of beach and was vasty recognized by it rale «mioration. leg fay

the == ale wore call,. >
the male wus collecrad at ssucier, three of these bitds were found f.oding

Lding
Thuir - tarwtoriag RGeS
IMmediatudy attracte.: my zienion, but to verifv the mcnr:fu.';umn. one
was 1ol]

Sllected, The orbiers o

LSt moted on Dueemiber 1.

with othier meadowlerks in o1 pecan orchurnd,

marnad ar this slece for over g wecks beins

ACELAUS PHOLSNICEDS PHOENICLUS (LiNNAEUS)

EastieN Rin-wine
193500 70 Saucier, Detember 15, 19360 1 4, Bhay St Lo s, }_:nu.ar\ FRE

i oraucer, November 1yoars 1701937002 2,0 F. Guitp .ri. January . Folrg
' ORI : " J v . Fehrye
Ay oS0 (0AK: 2 2.5 %0 Saucier, Morck 2%,

‘ . 3. Guifport, Muarch 11, April 3, 3
:‘me 4, .\fr-'cmhcr o D'”'mh' 2TOA93% 1 4L L 27, Caucier, February 3, Novem.
Her I"'_ Iysns 1 2.2 . Suucier, j.mu.m' 29, Murch 14, November 8¢ B Guf.r:-
purt, Februcsy 3. 1941 : 4. biliexi, February 287 4 3. Guliparr, March -, 1‘}-(:2

2 3. Gulipurt, February 19, December 31,

e N it il [ )
the Misstssippi coast, sthough it was recorded onlv on the mainlind, Is
was not teien on any of the

his heaste it of < 1 ; i
This northeastern race of the Red-wing 1s 4 common winter resident an

islands, and apparently s roluctant o cross

even e mule of open water 1o Deer Iiland. The dest smull Bocks ippear

'n the fall early in November, and for an interval of fve rmonths then

dre t'.x;uf...J\, seen in the siretches of open pine woods., On the basis of

actudl specimiens taken, the carliest date of arrival in the fall 15 November

(I»i":y&;) o the {atest date of Jdeparture in the spring 1 April 1 {1938).

AGEL LS PHOENICLES LT 0rALS HOWELL AND vaN Rosseu
Guer Coast Rep-wing

‘[‘)R“_ 1 z. Bay S:_. Lot October 22019360 2 2, 1 S, Deer Iund, November
13, 19‘: :ﬁZ A ucier, Novemrer 1Y, December 9; 1 8, Gulipert, December 29
1938: 1 ¥. Bay St Louws, March 18:; 1 2, Deer Island, Apul 16, 1 2.1 8,
S}(ulrr-n... Apnl 29, June 71 2 7. Saucier, May 4. 1940; 2 . Gulfport, ].Lnuu".'
5 D':Cct*l:k.r 3019400 1 5. 1 guv. 2, Gulfporr, May 22, Ju" 30501
I\fund, Newember 26, 194920 1 2, Deer island, Febeusry 1» 1944 1
Island, Febriary 20, ’ - .

L7
£
[

l>1\‘l

. Deer
. D

This well-marked race is 2 common resident bird on the Mississippr
coast. 2ad s equally numerous on the mainlund and on all the islands.

e

=0 Bj)':i.l‘ i/f: AMosirn 1.';3 f-‘)_,: 4643

Dmﬂg the winter months small flocks are frequently scen in the numerous
strexches of marsh: from early in March until late i summer there are no
such areas w here at Teast 1 few pairs of these birds cannot be found nesung,
Fornwes srtirs [LINNALUS)
CreHakb Oriov

1936: 1 &, Sautier, darch 270 1937 1 2. Saucier. Scptember T 19380 1 5
cb A Shup [hand

Gulfport, April 17. 19300 1 I, Ship Ishand, May 260 19
‘April 10; 1 & um. Biloxy, June 29, 1941, 1 T, Gulfpart, May 200 19421 5.

Deer Island, March 26

The Orchard Oriole s 2 common summer resident on the Misstssippi
coast, occurring both on the mainland and on all the islunds, The first
birds asually appear the latter part of March, and within a week thesc

orioles are fairly plentiful.  Departure in the fall is rather early, tor by
early in August only an occasional bird s seen: September records are
few. The earlivst date of acival in the spring is March 21 (19<1) 1 the

latest date of departure in the fall is September 10 (1937).

[crERUS GALBULA {LINNALUS)

BaLTivoORE OQRIOLE

Desr Lslind, Seprember 22019370 1 9, Cat [sland, April 23
1939- 1 €. Gulfport, September ™1 1 4 im., Saucier, September 8. 19400 1 2,
Ship Lsland, April 10: 1 §. Guliport, Scprember 1121 3 im., 1 2, Devr Lslund,
September 12 and 26: 1 &, Cat Island, September 13, 319410 1 &, Deer Inland,
April 1, 1942: 2 2, Deer [Mand, May 14, August 20, 1943 1 4.1 &, Deur

Istand, April 19, August 26.

he Baltimore Orinle is a rather scarce transient on the
There wese frequent years when this species was not
An adult male and 2

1936: 1 & im.,

In the spring t
Mississippi couast,
noted. My fow reconds are all for the islands.
female were seen on Cat Island on April 25, 1937 two adult males and
a female were observed on Ship Island on April 10, 19:40; and on Decr
Island an adult male was noted April 1, 19+i1, a femaie May 14 19-i2, and
two males April 19, 1943, In the fall it is fairly common and of
rcgu[ar occurrence, wsually being scen at frequent intervals throughout
rost of September.  Only once did it appear as carly as the latter part
of August (August 24, 19-i2). and I have but one record for October
(October 7, 1941). At this scason of the year it was obscrved as often
on the mainland as on the island.
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EvprAGLS carOLINUS {MCLLER)
Rusty BLackpiri

1635: 2 %, Saucier, December 938: 2 ;5 :t
i.f;;z:cx:rl 4\j,qérr;l;crﬁ‘§ _;Uéifjfmlm-s Gb::gzr _ch;-rrfjk?gr :'2‘6.]“11;-;1.:1%“‘(;, 1(‘;1:“}}303-‘
; 2:.8‘“- S .I._o"*Prl'-lIv":- anc! R'. December 19, 1942: 1 2., Guifport, January zol;

3 uis, Feoruary 14,

'Trfe‘Ru.sty Blackbird is 2 rather uncommon winter resident cn the
j\hssmsxpp: coast, and is extremely erratic in its appearance.  Although
it appeared in the fall as carly as the first week in November. jt v.:is
c'afrf;n late in December before the first Bocks were seen. In th; spring
it as rarely observed after the last of February, 1 have no m:or;is fo}
the 1slands, the focks noted during the wintc"r months being found in
the sterches of open swampy woods on the mainfand. The {;ar}icst date
.c:f arrival in the fall is November 8 (1938) ; the latest date of departure
in the spring is April 8 (1941).

EvpHAGUS CYANGCEPHALYS {(WAGLER)
BREWER Bracxeizh

5(1935: dl 7. Saucier, December 11, 1936: 4 2.2 9. Siucier

Ber Toand 1701937003 202§ Saucier, February 6. Novern

or 7 and 2 8. Saucier, uary O, INove r 17 and 23, Des

CL:,E(;‘ :(1 QQ.C?Llll'rpur:,ﬁ\‘m:mbcr 29, 1938 2 3, Saucier, lznuary "-; Ng-

remeer oot 5o, Gultporr, Mareh 220 Apeil 5. 1939: 3 3.1 . Saucer Feh

gj:]é\ni —:ml‘/_-:' 9. Dccu:_'n:ﬂ 15, 1940: 1 2, Saucier. Decemnber 3. 1941 1 2 gua(';y
ultprr, Mereh 20, November 270 19420 1 2, Saucter, January B te

. lanuary 3, Decem-

Although heretofore unrecorded from the southern rart of the State
the Brewer Blackbird was found to be a fairly common winter resident or;
the f\fiss:'ssippi coast.  Each fall flocks of twenty to at times a hundred
o7 mo“e of these birds appear about the pecan orchards and cultivated
ficlds in November. and are frequently scen then until the following
j'\.‘f:u'ch or carly in April. Weather conditions further north apparcntl}
influcnce to a large degree the time of their arrival in the fall. for a
late winter usually results in cheir appearing the last of November or
even early December.  On the other hand, an occasional fAock was ob-
served shordy after the first of November when the first touch of winter
was —L'.‘i.'I‘V. The relative abundance of this blackbird is rather surprising
i view of the Fom.l absence of previous records. It s possible that
1ty presence at this time i5 due to a gradual extension of range in recent
rears, for the preference it shows for plowed fields 2nd the proximity
of grazing cattle makes it a species not casily overlooked. Whatever
the reason, it is certainly a comimon bird now in the southern part of the
ftate throughout the winter months. The earliest date of arrival in
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the fall is November 9 (1939) ; the latest date of departure in the spring
April 5 (1938).

CASSIDIN MEXICANUS MAJOR (VIEILLOT)
BoaTt-TaiLE GRACKLE

1936: 1 2. Deer Island, Februaey 28; 2 3, Buy St Louis, March 3, June 63

-

1 9., Deer Island. October 30, 1937: 2 &, Deer lsiand, Febraary 22: 2 & im,
Bay St. Louis, November 11, 1938: 2 &, 1 €., Cat Islund, January 155 1 &, Bay
St Louis, March 18, 1939: 1 9. Deer Island, February 22, 1940: 1 ¢, Deer

Island, January 25. 1941: 1 2, Pascagoula, October 26.

" This large grackle is a commen breeding bird on the Mississippi coast,
but since it occurs only about the larger stretches of open salt marsh, it
is rather local in its distribution during the summer months. It is one
of the few species that is more numcrous on the islands than on the
mainland.  Despite the comparatively mild winters and no apparent
scarcity of food, very few of these birds remain on this part of the coast
during the winter months.  The last small flocks arc usually scen late in
October, and it is the last of February or even later before they reappear
again. On Dcer Island I noted the Boat-tailed Grackle only oace during
the winter months. A fock of twelve birds, all females, was seen there
January 13, 1940, and at intervals for the following two weeks. How-
ever, it is possible that these grackles winter more commoenly on the outer
islands, for on Cat Island January 15, 1938, a flock of forty birds, both
males and females, was noted, and en Horn Island January 21, 1939,
several small Aocks were observed.  On the mainland, and on Deer Island,
February 22 is the average date of arrival in the spring.

QUISCALLS QUISCULA QUISCULA (LINNAEUS)
Frorma GRACKLE
1936: 1 8. Gulfporr, March 4. 1937: 2 2, Saucier, February 13, May 6,
Eyman, May S5: 3 5. Bay 5t Louis, May 67 2 &, 2§, Gulfport, May $:
Ocean Springs, May 11, 1935: 1 &, Deer Islund, March 14: 1 &, 1 9, Gulfport,
March 15. 1939: t &. Gulfport, Februaey 215 1 3. Saucier, June 1. 1940: 1 &,
Bay St. Louis. March 111 &, Deer Island, May 210 1941: 1 &, Biloxi, February
183 2 &, Gulfport, Juae 22, November 6. 19420 1 £, 2 2, Gulfport. Junuary 24,
February 18, October 27. 1943: 1 &, Gulfport, March 3: 1 9, Lyman, Muarch 10.
- The Florida Grackle is a common summer resident on the Mississippi
coast, small breeding colonics being found in many of the stretches of
swampy woods on the mainland. It does not nest on the islands, and
was noted only on Deer Island, where it is merely of casual occurrence
during the spring months. Over an interval of eight years I recorded it
there on only three occasions, threé birds being seen on June 30, 1937, a

23,
3 8.
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‘ 'I.'ht wwpical Bronzed Grackle wus noted on the Mississippi coast only
dt’;rmg_; the winter of 1939-40. Ity presence then apparently was a result
i the sbnormally low temperitures and deep snows that prevailed that
jear throughout much of its normal winter range.  Under ordinary con-
cmgns :':_:'5 coubtiul if 2 bird a3 hardy as the Bronzed Grackle ever has
0 InCentive 1o Come this far ssuth. The aumcrous flocks that were seen
from December, 1wy, entil = most the list of February, 1940, were not

large so far s the actuzl number of individuals concerned. The one e -

cc‘,.“.non was the ok seen ar Siucier on January 23 in which there were
fuily thece hundrel of these birds. Extreme dates of occurrence were
Detember 11 and Febroory 21,
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Mororyres arer arer (BOnDArRT})
EASTERN {COWHRIRD

30§, Saucier, November
P4, 4 R, Saucier. No-

1935: 1 & ., 12 im.. Gulfport, Sepramber 101
¢ 1.
@ . Ssucier, November 19,

. December 6 und 1936: 1 4. Guifpurt, Apnl i
1

23,
vember 6 and 14 19371 1 %, Gulfport, Fhruary 8¢
1938: 1 2, Gulfport, April Ls. 19400 2 5. 1 %, Gultport, Januury 26, February
3. 1941 1 3. Gulfpoet. March o0 19420 3 3, Guifport, January 165 1 4 imy,

CAsdss 13, Lymang My B5

" The Cowbird is a resident species in southern Mississippi, but on the
coast it is rather scarce during the breeding scason. The numerous docks
that are 'scen Juring the winter months are gone by the end of March,
‘and until November, when they reappear again, only an occasional bird
is observed. It is doubtful if over & dozen Cowbirds remain each spring
on the coast as breeding birds. No cggs or young were found in the nests
of other birds, but the presence of adults throughout the spring months,
late in July and in August. Teaves little question

and of fully grown young
as to whether this species nests here,

The birds resident on the Gulf coust were recently: described as a
pew subspecics and given the name baphilns (Oberholser, 1938). Criti-
cal examination of breeding birds taken on the coast. however, revealed
no one chacacter whereby they could be distinguished with certainty from
ater. They are not appreciably different in size. and the bill character,
stouter than in afer. is not comstant.  To some extent they are interme-
dizte berween ebscarns and ater, but are not sufficiently different to war-
rant recognition as a distinct race.  Accordingly the name buphilns 15 not
censidered apphicable to the Cowbirds resident in southern Mississippi.

Family THRAUPIDAL

PIRANGA LUDOUICLANA (WILS0N)
WEsTERN TANAGER

1940: 1 2. Guifpurt, October 25.
-+ The specimen listed above s the once record for the cecurrence of this

species on the Mississippi coast. It was feeding alone in woods bor-
dering a stream, and was quict and rather inconspicucus,

Pinanca oo acks (GMELINY
ScarLET TANAGER
3 4, Saucier, October 11, November 13, 1936: 1 2. Deer Island, April

1935: 2 _ 3
18: 1 9, Woolmarket, September 25, 1938 1 &, Saucier, May 3. 19390 1 &,
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Saucier, Semtember 23 : 3 5
{:.Slrdrﬁ-\:;.if?bi 53 Glfldr;r"l Sf;;u%il:z?ﬂlr; ?;-Pif."tm?u&‘ 29Gu}?:rfrr 11\118\9[10:5
i 3.0 %, Deer Idand, May 8 and 14, 1943: 1 2, Deer [sland, Aprif i6. ?
ne S.C:J.rlt‘;t Tanager is a fairly common transicnt on the Mississippi
coast. being c.'qulli;.- numercus both in the spring and in the fall. On the
mainland it s restricied almost entircly to woods bordering the streams
whereas on the islands, it feeds to a large extent in the live oaks and onI\,'
an occ._asionai bird is scen in the open pine woods. In the spring it i;
most trecuently seen date in April and carly in May, and in tge fall
fate = Sc;témber and carlr in October. The extrame dates of occurrence
for :he Spring migration zre April 3 (1v41) and May 15 {1942), and
for the fall migration, Seprember 12 (1937) and November 13 {1935),

PIRANGS RU6RA RUBR.G (LINNAEUS)

SUMMER TANAGER

193501 2 am. Saucier, Julv 1101 2, Gulfpors, October 25, 1936: 3 3 f:
ﬁi' _wo,m—.f:r: 9, ‘_\_:p:c’r\nbcr 1. 1938 1 2. Gulfport, Apri! 6. I‘)Sé: Ol‘ Ssﬂflfg:t
, ‘..D..r"x-r g, Guliporz, OC‘fl)bf?'f 20. 1940: 1 &, Ship Island, April 10,
b{-4;7.. cer .AsI.xnc‘. Apnl 2001 2, Biloxi, June 301 1 3 im., Cat Island, Sr.-ptr:m:
j(r ‘;i943 2.1 2. Deer Gland, May 1, August 9; 1 &, Gulfpor, September
..)..1 420 2 2, Deer [sland, May 7, Augest 15, 1943: | 2. Guifporr. M :
1 @, Deer Island. August 26 . port, May 1

Tz _Summcr Tanager is 1 fairly common summer resident in southemn
Mississippi. but s rather <arce in the immediate vicinity of the coast.
(?nl:' it Biloxi, in 2 grove of live oaks bordering the bay, was it actually
.:0un~: nesting. It may have been overlooked elsewhere. At Saucier, it
Is one of the characteristic ixds of the open pine woods. In the spring
the 2ost birds usually appear early in April, and within 2 fow d:iys thes:
tanzzers are already fairly slentiful. They do not nest on the islands,
but jm‘f present there in varving numbers throughout all of April, and
not intrequently through the first weck in May, On Deer Island they
were noted as lite as Mar 7 (194! and 1942), while on Cat Island
they :-\'erc- recorded April 25, 1957, and May 10, 1942, and on Ship
Island May 1, 1940. The {2l migration apparently begins rather eatly,
fo.r an occasional bird always appears on Deer Island shortly after the
middle of August (one female was scen as early as August 9 in 1941),
and‘b_v the ¢end of the month 1 few birds zre invarizbly present there. The
warliest date of arrival for this specics in the spring is April 3 (1936 and
1941) « the latest date of derarture in the fall is October 25 (1933}, -
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Family FRINGILLIDAE

RICHMONDENA CARDINALIS CARDIN.ALIS {LINNAEUS)
EASTERN CARDINAL

¢ 1935: 3 &, Saucier. May 10, July 24, Docember 6; 2 &, Guliport, September
21, December 25, 1936: 1 5,1 9, Gulfport, Juouary 1. 1937: 1 3, Cut Island,

February 24. 1938: U & im., July 10, 193%: 1 2. Gulfport, May 25:2 &, 1 2,
"Cat Island, December 13, 1940 1 8,1 ¢ im., Duer tsland, Junuary 31, June 28,
1941: 1 2, Biloxi, Ocober 10, 1842: 5 &, 2 €, Cat Istand, Junuary 25, March
163 3 &, Gulfport, January 27, Febroary 21, December 27; L 3, Saucier, January
28: 2 &, Pass Christian, December 53 1 &, Ocean Sptings, December 28, 1943:
"1 &. Biloxi, January &: 1 3, Gulfporr, February 2101 8. 1 @, Decr Island,
March 2 and 19.

The Cardinal is a common resident specics on the Mississippi coast,
occurring practically everywhere there are thickets and stretches of under-
brush afferding shelter and nesting sites. It is found both on Deer Island
“acnd on Cat Islznd, but was never noted on the other islands, Its prescence
‘on Cat Island, 9 miles offshore, proved rather unexpected, yet it is thor-
oughly established and as common there as on the mainland. Breeding
activities apparently begin late in March, for young already out of the

nest. were secn on Deer Island on April 19, 1943,

A critical examination of the smail series listed above showed that the
morphological characters of the Cardinals found in southern Mississippt
are somewhat intermediate: whereas they tend toward waguirosiris. they
“are closer to typical cardinalis. The bill measurcments in both sexes are
_consistently small when compared with maguirostris, although the fernales
show a tendency toward the paler upper parts characteristic of the race
described from southern Louisiana. On the other hand, the Mississippt
<oast birds average smaller than either miagHirastris ot cardinatis, in which
Tespect they approach floridana. Since none of the characters are constant I
consider it feasible to refer the coast birds to the nominate race which

the average specimen most closely resembles.

HEepvmELES Dot iciANys { LINNAEUS)

ROSE-BREASTED (GROSBEAK
1935: 1 &, Deer Island, October 7; 1 &, Saucier, October 19. 1936: 1 &, Gulf-
port, May 7. 1937: 1 %, Gulfport, Scptember 27, 19391 1 €, Gulfport, May 8:
1 @, Deer Island, October 13: 1 § im., Gulfport. October 16. 1940: 1 2, Biloxi.
April 25. 1941: 1 &, Deer Island, May 7. 1942: 1 &, Cut Island, May 10 (Gregoer
Rohwer),

This handsomc grosbeak is a rather uncommon but regular transicot
on the Mississippi coast, appearing in small numbers cach year on the
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Poasskriv g oyanisd (LINNAEUS)
INDIGO BUNTING

Saucier, O)etoher 3, usn: 12

Spoen Do Weolmarier, Apnd = w37 1 2

ﬂ;{ 3 :1?\3 : cl)‘)")‘)i;tl T oim. Saucier. .\.'u\.‘\'.'mb‘i:
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S T : ) : 2, ifpurt,
1 9. Deer Llund, Ocuher 29, 10420 1 9, Gulfport, D:c:'.-mhml—J ﬁm

farsh 16

.T.r:: Indizo Bunting is a common transient on the Mussissippi coast
.'\u.'?‘.:r.ous small ficcks are seen in the spring and in the fall bothlér;
*he n‘..unf.z.'ﬂ.d -anc' on the islands.  In the springbthc first individuals usually
aprear early in April. rarely in March, and small flocks are noted a-lmost.
(21.1:1:.' :hcn._abour thickets and stretches of underbrush until after the
arst week in Muayv.  They reappear again the latter part of September.
27¢ s00n plentifel. and remzia so entil the last of October or carly ir;
‘.\0\‘%-::bc~r. Although single birds are obscrved from time to time tgmse
suntings are most often seen in flocks numbering from five to ;“'e}\'t‘:

LS 01943) and Mzv 13 (1941), and in the fall, Seprumber 2%
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'ihdividuais. The extreme dates of occurrence in the spring are March
16 (1941) (Gulfport) and May 25 (1940) {Deer Isiand), and in the
fall, September 22 (1942) {Deer Island) and November 7 (1937)
(Gulfport). T have one record for the occurrence of this specics on the
“coast during the winter months.  On December 13, 1942, a female was
“found fecding with Swamp Sparrows in underbrush at the edge of a
- stream near Gulfport.

PAssERINA cifs ciriS (LINNAEUS)
FASTEAN PAINTED BUNTING
: 1936: 2 &. Gulfport, April 8 2and 1211 &, Saucicr, April 200 193711 3 im,,
Gulfport, Sepiember 25, 19400 1 fledghan 3. Pass Christian, June 26, 1941: 1 &,
Gulfport, October 2. 19420 1 3 im.. Deer lsladd, Seprember 26, 1943: 1 8, Deer
Esland, April 12: 1 @, Deer Islund, November L

The Painted Bunting is an cxtremely scarce breeding bird on the
" Mississippi coast. and is a rather scarce transicat both in the spring aad
“in the fall. Each year o pair of these birds nest ncar Pass Christian,
‘Until 1942 1 knew of no other place where this specics occurred during
" the summer months, That spring another pair was found nesting a few
miles west of Bilowi. Their venture was apparently ill-fated for the
following year no birds were present at the samce place late in May.
“ Both at Gulfport and on Decer Island an occasional bird is seen in the
-~ spring and again in the fall, but their appearance is rather erratic and, at
times, somcewhat unexpected. The extreme dates of occurrence for the
. transients in the spring are April 8 (1936) aad April 26 (1940), and in
the fall, Scptember 25 (1937)" and November 1 (1943). A female
- noted on Deer Island on July 24, 1940, was apparently a breeding bird
from the mainland that had temporarily wandered offshore.

PASSERINA CIRIS PALLIDIOR MEARNS
NWESTERN PAINTED BUNTING

1939: 1 9. Deer Island, May 9.
This female Painted Bunting was compared with typical breeding
-~ specimens of pallidior, and was found to agree in every respect.

Sprza AMERICANA (GMELIN)
DicrcisseL

- 1940: 1 &. Saucier, September 30.

" Although the Dickcissel breeds commonly further north in the State,

it is an extremely rare transient on the coast. I have only two records for
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the o e o frs -
: ‘oza:trrc?cc of the species; both are from Saucier and both are e
orde the f 194 y
; dg. in : e fall of 1940. A female was scen there on September 17
and a2 mazle was noie i bo

d male was noted on September 30, feeding cach time aboue ‘
thicket at the side of the road. )

CARPUL LS #URPUREYS PURPUREDS (GMELIN)
EsstErn PURPLE FINCH
1939: 2 2| Deer Island, Juno 2 3 3
i Oy M o sland, January 26 and 31. 1942: 1 &, 1 2. Gulfpurr, Fibru.
Tre Purple Finch zpparently inf
e uy Jc.ngh zpparently occurs at ruther infrequent intervals on
m; Misstssippt coast Juring the winter months, for I have no records
other isted abov
ohe than_ those listed above, The males taken on Deer Island were
‘I;ecmg with Goldfinches in the only sycamore growing on the island
. ¢ t'nnic zad two females scen at Gulfport on March 6, 1942, were
1 : 13 € 5 : B
ound in a privet hedge ar the side of a road.

Sines piNus piNvs (WILSON)
NORTHERN PINE StsKIN

. I have c‘)nly one record for the occurrence of the Pine Siskin on the
Mississipps coast.  Two birds were scen ncar Saucier on November

27 1< Srpediee 1 , C o . -
27, 1936, feeding in zlders fringing a stream in the open pine woods

Srrzius vrisvis TRISTIS {LINNAEUS)
EasTERN GOLLFINCH
1 %, Gulfport, Novermber 28, 1936: 1 2, Saucier, November 28, 1937:

5:
?uifpro_r(:,‘De:c:mbc: 25. '1‘- 38: 1 @, Woolmurket, March 307 1 3, Gulfpurt
419391 1 §. Deer Luind, Junuary 31. 1942: 1 &, Deer Island, February

193

,
Ap;i'i
is.
The Geldhnch is 2 fairly common winter resident on the Miséissf pi
coast. _Small flocks 2ppear in late November and 2re seen fro uc-nptk{
unni. after the middle of :the following April, Although ncv.cr(lnotcfl
on the outer islands, this species is present cach winter ;n Dcer Island
and possibly occurs from time to time further offshore. The u’cr-w;
ﬁ‘ock is rather small, although at infrequent intervals as many as hft uZE
these birds were found feeding together at the edpe of a feld oi in
':"Toods bordering a strecam. The carliest date of a‘;rival in thr:’fali is
;\f(;;.e:;bzigjg)‘»l%s): the latest date of departure in the spring is
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PipiLo ERYTHROPHTHALMUS ERYTHROPHTHALMUS (LINNAEUS)
ReD-EYED TOWHEE

280 1 9. Gulfport, Nevember 28. 1936: 1 2, Duer

1955: 1 2, Saucier, Ocobe .
1 3., Guifport, Du-

d, November 137 1 3, Gulfport, December 13, 1938
comber 25. 1939: 2 &, % 2. Saucier, January 16 and 18, November 951 2, Gulf-
port, November 2. 1940: 2 3, 1 ¢." Gulfpuet, February 10, March 7, April 15:
13, Ship Island, 1941; 2%, Guliport, December 19 and 21, 19421 24, 29, Gult-
port, October 29, D.L'Ct.‘mbcr 2, 24, .jnd 303 19, Deer Island, Octuber 315 1 %,
Biloxi, November 14. 1943 1 &, Biloxi, February 22

“This notthern race of erythrophthalmaus occurs s 2 fairly common
wiater resident on the Mississippi coast, small flocks appearing late in
October or carly in November, and lingering in the spring until after
the middle of April. To a very large extent they are found about
thickets and stretches of underbrush on the mainland.  Only an occasional
bird is seen on the islands. A rather interesting record is that of the
‘male collected on Ship Island on May 1, 1940 This was one of the
days when adversc weather conditions resulted in a very heavy concen-
‘tration of migrants on the island.  The presence of the towhee with
hundreds of trans-Gulf migrants suggested rather steongly that it had also
ossed the Guif. The late date makes this supposition even more
lausible, although I realize that this species is not known to winter south
£ central Florida. The carlicst date of arrival in the fall (basced on
actual specimens taken)} is October 28 (1935); the latest date of de-
‘parture in the spring (other than the Ship Island record) is April 15

(1940).

Piribo ERYTHROPUTHALMUS CANASTER HowrLL

AraBaMa TOWHEE

1935: 1 &, Bay St Louis, April 211 1 © . Pass Christian, April 2404 3.1 Q.
Saucier, May 9 and 10, July 11, October 15 December 133 1 &, Gulfport, October
26. 193G: 2 &, Suaucicr, January §, MNovember 281 1@ im., Saucier, July 312 4,
1 9, Guifport, June 28, October 16, November 20 1 @ im., Duer Istand, July 21.
937: 2 &. Gultport, April 28, November 25, 1938: 2 &, 1 €, Guifport, July 19
“and 26, December 255 1 &, Duer lsland, Ducember 210 1939: 1 2,1 2. Deer
Ysland, February 22, June 21, 1940; 2 &, Gulipore, June 235, December 305 1 &,
iloxi, July 3; 1 &, Deer Island, July ;2 2, Saucter, October 28 and 30. 1941
9, Deer Island, February 13, June 7.3 2. Gulfport, June 1 aad A December
1; 1 &, Biloxi, june 17. 19422 3.1 %, Deur Istand, January 6 and 21, May
;1 fledgling %, Deer Island, September 73 1 9, Cat Istind, Junuary 25 (G. G.
Rohwer); 1 &, Gulfpurs, Februmary 12, 1943: 1 &, 1 @, Deer Inlund, February

4, April 23; 1 &, Gulfport, October 8. 1944: 1 &, Saucier, May 2171 8, 1 e,

Deer Island, May 22, )

This well-marked race, characterized by large size, heavy bill, and
limjted amount of white on the tail, is a common resident on the
Mississippi coast. It is of widespread occurrence on the mainland where
there are thickets or stretches of underbrush. Possibly half a dozen
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PAITS nest | o thicke

?I 4 csl ‘xn the palmetto thickets on Deer Island, whereas on the oth
jslarnds. I+ L —n Tobmm chr M } i
slands, lving farther offshore, this towhee is apparently largely of N
dental occurrence. Uants

—‘r. I :LCC’:'
gl o [ recorded it only once on the outer islands: twe
erzlos czc noted on Cit Island on January 25, 1942. Since o
s sunposedly rosident the : ) T e

senpo cdly resident throughout its range, I might have bu'nﬂ
srised 1o ar cse birds ¢ avinced
;‘h 410 1nd these birds ¢n Car Island had | not already been convinced
that in part of its ranoe the is mi e

©in part of its range the race is migratory. A male taken ar Gulfron
on Decermber 30, 1v40, had light cre tei i o
o Do . mad light cream-colored irises, in strikine con

2 to the deep red irises of i i s eature
trast €0 cep red irises of the birds resident on the coast. This feat
iceniined the specimoen a3 a ' Anothr

malz taken on Deer Iiland o )mlgl':t‘nt bc}'cind e qucsti?r.;. Another
T aien ol < on ]_nuilr} 21, 1942, had orange irisus, offcring
;,h:mfojoco:::tlrk’f: mrt of the wfnrer pepulation of cunarer in

o 3 of u.‘.{::lcﬂts. Breeding activities appear to involve
I b.o_o;s cach year. Fully grown young were observed in June, and
as laze as Seprember T e

SCV

(1222); a2 female wi o fledelings f
b I September (322 ) ale with three fledglings, out of the
» 2 day or two. was seen on Deer Island.

PasSERUULLS SaNDUICHENSIS SAFANNA (WILSON)

LasTEan SavaNNAH SPARROW
1926: 1 7.8
coozr, March 19; 1 %
»31 October 2501

1~ 1 %

=z 20. 1937: 1 2, Saucier, November 13, 1938: 2 ©
Island, November 20. 1939: 2 €. ] Il
11 %, Saucier, Februars 24, '
Lands Qaeber 23019410 ] §. %
4201 2. Gulfporn, April 2211

s, Drecember 28,

oer Isi:md:
(1940: 1 9, Saudier,
fer, January 15: 1 2,

; . Bilowi, December 3;
1943 L 4, Deor Island, February 20: 1 9,

Wk

Ol'l;”c.oi.;:::ihbia?rpow) 2 common winter resident on the Mississippi

= cecurring on the mainland and on all the islands where there
is oren country. The frs: birds usually appear in the fall shortly after
the middis _of October, 2nd within 2 few weeks numerous smal] flocks
’:ch- present in fields 2nd rastures, and at the cdges of salt marshes. In
\hc: speing no percepuible Zxcrease is observed until the middle of April
and it is always the first wezk in May before the last bird disappears Thr;
carlisst date of acrival for this species in the fall is QOctober 7 (19.35)‘
he latest date of departure in the spring is May 10 (1938). o

PASSERCULL'S SANDWICHENSIS LABRADORIUS HOWE
LABRADOR SAVANNAH SPARROW
1935: 1 %, Gulfport. Qacker 911 &, De Y
Deer island, .\'m'cmrbcr 1. e 95 L 8. Deer bland. November 8. 1940 1 2,
Tre thl:cc specimens listed above were identified by John W. Aldrich as
representing the race that breeds in Newfoundland and Labrador
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PASSERCULUS SANDWICHENSIS NEVADENSIS GRINNELL
NiEvADA SAVANNAH SPARROW

.1 9, Lyman, December 29,

?']a,rnes L. Peters examined the female specimen taken at LYmun and

PASSERCULYS SANDWICHENSIS OBLITUS PeETERS AND GRISCOM
CHURCHILL SAVANNAH SPARROW

Novernber 6, December 13, 1936: 1 8,1 ¢ . Saucicr, April
. Deer Island, May 95 1 &, wWoolmarket, December 29.
1 ¢. Gulfport. May 13 1 2, Saucier, De-
-1 2, Gulfport, January 1; 1 &, Woolmarket, April 1251
Bay St. Louis, May 10. 1939: 1 &, Saucier, February 1051 Q. Gulfport, November
8- 1 ¢, Deer Island, Decomber 16, 1940: 1 3, 1 9. Saucier, Fehruary 23, No-
vember §: 1 @, Bay St. Louis, May 4; 1 3. Biloxi, November 9. 1941: 1 @, Gulf-
port, October 15. 1942: 1 &, Saucicr, January 85 1 Q. Gulfport, May 2; 1 &.
Biloxi, December 3. 19431 1 @, Gulfport, May 3,

" On the basis of actual specimens taken, oblins 15 decidedly the com:

monest of the fve races of the Savannah Sparrow recorded from the
in the fall until after

Mississippi coast. It apparently does not appear 1
the first of November, and is invariably the last to disappear in the

_Spring. Without exception, birds collected in May were found to rcpre-
sent this well-marked subspecies.

1935: 2 9. Soucicr,
24, November 33 1 Q
1937: 1 %, Cat Island, February 123

-

PASSERCULUS SANDWICIIENSIS MEDIOGRISEUS ALDRICH
SOUTHEASTERN SAVANNAH SPARROW
1935: 2 &, Saucier, December 651 &, Gulfport, December 10, 19391 1 Q, Cat
Tsland, November 1. 19400 2 9, Sancier, January 15, Novermber 19, 19413 1 2,
Saucier, January 27.
John W. Aldrich has identified the specimens listed above as medio-
described from the castern United States (Ald-

griseus, a race he recently
y being darker and less rufescent than

rich, 1940). It is characterized b
typical savanna of Nova Scotia and 2ppears to be a valid race,

AMMODRAMUS SAVANNARUM PRATENSIS (VIEILLOT)
EASTERN (GRASSHOPPER SPARROW
1935: 1 &. Saucier, Nuvember &, 1936: 2 9. Gulfport, March 7. April 225 1
8,2 ¢, Saucier. March 13 and 27, December 31, 1937: 2 8, 2 Q. Saucier, No-

cmnber 18, Ducember 15 and 27. 19381 1 &, 1 © . Saucier, March 19, November
22, 1939: 1 4.3 @, Saucier, January 13, Febraary 10 and 24. 1940: 1 9, Saucier,

Eebruary 2. 1941: 1 Q. Saucier, December 7. .
The Grasshopper Sparrow is 2 fairly
- Mississippi coast, but is rather local in its distrbution.

common winter resident on the
1 have no records
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for the islands. and on the mainland 1 found it only in ficlds overgrown
with broomsedge, Since it is rather secretive in its habits, it must be
scarched for in order to be seen. One or two can always be Hushed,
however, during the winter months in any field where the broomsedoe
is the predominating growsh.  In the fall it appears quite regularly the
latter part of Ocober ur the first week in November, while in the spring
1z is rarely seen after the middle of April.  The earliest date of arrival in
the fall is Octeber 26 (1938} ; the latest date of departure in the spring
is April 22 (1936).

AMMEDRAUS S ANNARDM PERPALLICS (Coues)
NUESTERN GRASSHOPPER SPARROW

1937: 1 2, Savcer, December 14,

The specrmen listed above is the only record for the occurrence of
this western race of the Grasshopper Sparrow on the Mississippi coast.

PASSERHEREULUS CAUDACUTUS (LATHAM)
LzCONTE SPARROW

-

1937: 1 2. Saucker, April 8 1938: 1 2, Gulfpurt, Junuary 1. 1041: 1 &
Saucier, December = (Gregor Rohwer).

The Leconte Sparrew is 1 somewhat scarce winter resident on the
Mississippi coast. and is limited entirely in its distribution to the mainfand
where it occurs in the larger ficlds thar arc overgrown with broomsedge.
Since it virtually must be walked upon before it flies, it is difficult to
see, 2nd is possibly more common than my infrequent records indicate.
It appears in the fall in November, and is present then in relatively small
numbers until the following April; the extreme dates of occurrence: are
November 12 (1942) and April 8 (1937).

PASSERHERBULUS HENSLOWI HENSLOWL (AUDUBON)
WESTEREN HENSLOW SPARROW

1935: 1 2. Saucier, December 910420 1 9, Saucier, March 12,

The Henslow Sparrow apparently occurs in rather limited numbers
on the Mississippi coast during the wiater months, bur since it is ex-
tremely shy and sceretive it is probably more common than my few
records indicate.  The two specimens collected were flushed from marshy
spots in the open pine woods. Both proved to be typical of this western
race.

e

) 4 oo . i
No. 20 Birds of Mississippi 477
AMMOSPIZA CAUDACUTA NELSONI (ALLEN)

NELSON SPARROW
1935: 2 &. Duur Island, October 7. 1926: 1 ¢, Gulfport, September 295 1 2,

g F 0. - e N . . -~ lf-
"Deer Istand, S¢ cember 30, 1938: 1 &. 1 €, Cat Island, Jaouary 15; 1 &, Gu
port, é:lpltﬂembc;p?.(:. 1940: 1 9. Bay St Louis, May 4; 1 @, Gulfport, QOctober 8.

* The Nelson Sparrow is a fairly common winter resident on the Miss_is-

5ippi coast, appearing in the fall the latter patt of September, and hr}-
'gering in the spring until after the first weck- in May. . I never noted 1t
‘except in the stretches of salt marsh, but in SI:JCh sites 1t s present
“throughout the winter months, both on the mainland and on aii the
islands. The carliest date of arrival in the fall is September 26 (1938)
the latest date of departure in the spring is May 8 (1942 and 1943).

AsMosriza MariTimA HowELL (GRISCOM AND NICHOLS)
HOWELL SEASIDE SPARROW

1935: 1 & im., Pass Christian, July 1013 4,1 2,1 8 im., 2 @ im.,'Gr;J.Vc:Iim:
Bayou, July 12: 2 @ im., Deer [sland. August 165 2 &, 3 @, Graveline Bayou,
 November 5. 1938: 1 &. 1 @, Car Island, January 15; 1 & im.. 1 @ im., Gult-
port, July 14 and 16. 1939: 1 3, 1 2. Deer Island, November 11, 1940: 1
@, Gulfport, Qctober 24, 1941: 1 € im. Gulfport, September 131 2 8, Pasca-
goula, October 26; 1 2, Deer Isiznd, October 29, 1942: 2 2, Deer Island, Janu-
ary 12, February 15. 1943: 1 &, Deer [sland, May L.

This Gulf coast race of the Scaside Sparrow is a fairly common resident
species on the Mississippi coast, but is rather local in its distribution.
One of its requirements during the breeding season scems to be the
- presence of clumps of sharp-pointed rushes (fawens) in which to nest.
Where this growth is lacking in stretches of salt marsh that are otherwise
suitzble, the species occurs only in rather limited numbers during the
winter months. At the present time it is known to breed at only two
localities on the mainland: at the mouth of the Pascagoula River, and
on Graveline Bayou. Breeding colonies, however, are found on all the
istands, with possibly the largest occurring on Cat Island. On Deer
sland this species has buen, for some unaccountable reason, always rather
scarce. Never over a dozen pairs nest each year in the wide expanse
of salt marsh at the eastern end of the island.  During the summer
months, these sparrows appear to wander about more or less, this being
especially true of the young of the year. In July, sometimes rather early
in the month. birds in immature plumage appear at Gulfport, and are
noted in the marshes there throughout August and early September, and
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AnMosiza MARITIMA FISHERD {CHAPMAN)
LouisiaNa SEASIDE SPARROW
1935: 2 2, _B.zj.‘ St. Leuss, July 137 1 &, Buy St. Louis, October 22, 1936: 3
2, Boy St Louis, Januzry 110 May 30. 1937: 1 2, Bay 3¢ Louis, Junuary 1.

-1’)38‘. 1 e, F.:.L: Is{e._nd, }:n_uar_-' .13; 6 8,5 9, Bay St. Louis, March 15 (G. M.
sutten): 1z, Guifport, November 4. 19400 1 4, 1 2, Buy St Louis, Mav 4

The small series of Scaside Sparrows [isted above, taken from the

breeding colony west of Bay St. Louis, are closer to fisherf than to howells.

This extends the breeding range of fisher/ into Mississippi for the frst
rime. and marks the sutreme castern limits of this Louisiana race during

the summer months,

PocECETES CRAMINEUS GRAMINEUS (GMELIN)
EasteaN VESPER SPARROW

1935, 1 2. Saucier, Newember 27, 1936: 2 4, 2 @, Saucier, January 7, March

'6: N v‘cmber 2. D:ctmh_':: 8. 1937 1 2, Saucier, February 18: 1 €. Deer Island,
November 111 2. Gultport, Dzcember 26, 1938: 1 9, Saucicr. October 27, 1939
1 2.2 @, Szuctern, Fcbr;ar}' = and 24, Ocrober 30. 1940: 2 %, Saucier, MNovember
% Dr:-cmbf:r 25: 1 2, Biloxi, November 9, 1942: 1 8, ! @, Saucier, January 23;
2 2, Gulfpurt, October 25, November 11, '

The Vesper Sparrow is a fairly common winter resident on the Missis-
SIppt Coast.
November, and are found 1n the open ficlds and pastures on the main-
land until the lazter par of the following March.  Apparenily very few
of these sparrows attempt to reach the islands. My only record s that
of a bird seen on Deor Island November 1, 1937, The average flock
noted contzined from three 1o five individuals, although from time to
nme a5 many 15 cight were observed feeding together. The carliest
date of arrival in the fall is October 27 (19538); the latest date of
departure in the spring 1s March 31 (1938).

Small flucks ampear each year late in October or carly in

POOECETES GRAMINEUS CONFINIS BAIRD
WESTERN VESPER SPARROW

1936: 1 G, Saucier, December 8. 1941: 1 &, Saucier, January 7.

This western race of the Vesper Sparrow appears to be of at least casual
occurrence on the Mississippi coast during the winter months, although
it has not heretofore been recorded farther east than Louisiana.  The
specimens listed above were compared with typical examples of confrnis,
and were found to be similar in every respect.
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POOLCETES GRAMINEUS POLIUS BRAUND AND ALDRICH

, NORTHERN VESPER SPARROW
1938: 1 9, Gulfport, March 31. 1940: 2 3. Guifport, March 4. 1941: 1 %,

Gulfpon, March 14.
“This subspecics recently described from northern Michigan is darker

and grayer than typical graminess. and appears to be a valid race.  The
7 four specimens listed above show these characteristics adequately, and are
“referred without hesiration to this northern form of the Vesper Sparrow.
Joha W. Aldrich has examined the three specimens taken in 1938 and
1940, and concurs in the identification.

CHONDESTES GRAMMACUS GRAMMACUS {SAY)
EasTERN LARK SPARROW

1942: 1 ¢ im., Gulfport, August 16.

The Lark Sparrow is alleged to winter regularly in southern Mississippi,
and a comment to that effect appears in the 1941 A, O. U. Check-List.
This statement is incorrect so far as the present day status of the species
is concerned. During my eight years of intensive ficld work on the Mis-
sissippi coast, the Lark Sparrow was found to be a very scarce fall tran-
sient that was noted oaly in August on a few occasions. Although it 15
possible that in past years a few birds may have been seen in the southern
pat of the State during the winter months, these records must be
accepted as largely accidental: therefore, southern Mississippi should be
excluded from the normal winter range of this species. The Lark
Sparrow is a conspicious bird and not one to be easily overlooked,
especially since its preferred habicat is the morc open country rather
than the thickly wooded areas. My few records are for single birds seen
2t Gulfport on August 25 and 30, 1937, and August 16, 1942, Allison
(1899) lists a specimen taken by H. H. Kopman at Beauveir on Sep-
tember 4, 1897,

CHUNDESTES GRAMMACUS STRIGATUS SWAINSON
WESTERN LARK SPARROW

1942: 1 &. Deer Island, November 3.

Decidedly unexpected was the presence of a Lark Sparrow on Decer
Island in November. It was feeding alone at the edge of underbrush
fringing a streich of open beach, and because of the late date was
collected to verify the identification. The paleness of its upper pasts
was at once apparent, and on being compared later with specimens of
strigatus, it was found to be typical of this western race.
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ALMOPHILA AESTIVALIS BACHMANI (AUDUBON)
BACHMAN SPARROW

1935, 3 2. Saucier, Mav 9. Augu |
G235 8 s - May 9. August 14, December 185 1 2, Gulf Cembe
1o 1‘.9_-3:6.]21 o\i?§4TCxci: J.mu.}ry 25, April 21, December 31,1 @ (%{?Jrlti:pisc‘.?mr
D:,c:.mg,c' “3 lgr{stfzz.I.rr:f‘t,lJu.}' 23,1957 1 2, Gulfporr, October >3; 19 :\_Ju pr_i
12 im. Gu.!fpui: Se Oq;?c E}Uultjp‘;}r(f). JIuEYQ ey, Shacier, Octbur 36 1;:9
: € PUTT, Sepember 14 1940 L daucter. Nouvembx: H | Guli.
purt. Febroary 250 19440 1 2 Sauoer, January ;(L;.Cmr November 291 1 2. Gulf

‘ II"ne’Bachma? Sparrow is a fairly common resident species on the Mis
sissippi coast, but is generally distributed through the wide steetch of
Open pins woods on the mzinland. It does not‘-ncst on the islan:'“.b O.j
is :-.;\.p.lrc.'lt]y largely of accidentul occurrence there late in the fa;f‘ m*
in winter months.  The one record for this species offshore s thar anh
smg;’? bz:'d seen on Deer Island October 21, 1939, During the wi(r)lt;
mosihs these Sparrows are quict and inconspicious, and althgunh present
in normal numbers then sre seldom scen uniess deliberately I;oked for

ALMOPRILA SESTIALIS ILLINGENSIS RIDGWAY
ILLiNos SParrGw

1935 2 1 3
35: 1 2, Saucier, December 16, 1936: 1 2, Ssucier. March G6: 1 2, Gulfport

Apr. 16, 1938: 2 2, Siuc q
<138 202 Ssucier. January 3 ‘ember 3 3.2 3

ef. Jaouary 3, November 30, 19390 2 8.1 9, Saucier,
i

Januezey i3, Moar : t0: 1 3 3

Jamesn i ch 14, October 5. 19400 1 5,1 %, Gulfpors, February 22, March
O.n‘ thc; basis of actual specimens taken this mid-western race can be
St tearie N 1

Cs)ﬂ')xu(:r(.u a rcgghr and not uncommon winter resident in southern Mis-

S1851% . - 1 rhe © [ |

bh)‘lfr; It %PPCMS in the 1all carly in October, and lingers in the spring

untt! the n - of tl. Unlik 7 {  for
tr ¢ middle of April. Unlike baechmanii, it showed a preference for

thickets ar the sides of the roads, or at the edges of the scattered open

fields 1y v ; ;
0;. <5, Ind was rarely found in the open pine woods. Although the validity
o ‘.,.,-mdmz_-r; has long been questioned, it appears to be a2 well-marked
T s . - . H
1-;;. and one \\orfh} of subspecific status. The small series listed above
differs nouiceably from typical backresrii in beine distinetly pale :
e oo " o ST ag distinctly paler above
low, and with the biack streakine on the i
¢ upper pacts :
smaller area. : 7 PPET s coveriog 2
JUNCU HYEMALIS HYEMALIS {LiNNaEUS)
SLATE-COLORED JUNCO

?819130?5:9‘-2. E,SSau:,cich, )j;;:;:c:pbcrl:zg. December 14, 1938: 1 9, Saucier, November

28, 1939: .3 . ier, February 9, March 1, Nove Yecembe

1940 2 2. Gulfport, January 28, February 1; 2 2, Cut ;s‘l;;ndbc;c%ru?;—;cgbér 6‘5.
’ i} *

Bilox:. February 17; 2 %, Sauc y

. Fubr L2 ¥, Saucizr. November 28, Dece b :

Island, November 26, 1942: 1 2, Saucier, Nu\'cr}]hc:ci?_mhcr 17 1941 1@, Deer
\{'Tlt.e._luf.co s 2 regular but somewhat scarce winter resident on the
Alississipra coast. A few bisds appear cach fall. usually after the middle
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‘of Novembcr, and are seen at infrequent intervals then throughout the
‘winter months.  Ordinarily three or four could be found feeding together
about 2 thicket or a patch of underbrush, although single birds were not
infrequently scen in the open pine woods. Only rarcly do they reach
the islands. I have two records for Decr Island (single birds November
26, 1941, and March 2, 1943), and one for Cat Island (a flock of three
‘birds, all females, February 4, 1940). The carliest date of arrival in the
fall is November 6 (1939) ; the latest date of departure in the spring is
‘March 2 (1943).

SPIZELLA PASSERINA PASSERINA { BECKSTEIN}
EasTsan CHIPPING SPARROW
1935: 1 &, Gulfport, October 2551 &, Saucier, December 3. 1936: 1 &, Wool-
market, June 5. 19371 2 2, Gulfport, August 311 &, 1 @, Deer Island, Novem-
ber 23, 1938: 1 2. Decr Island, October 29, 1939: 1 2 im.. Deer Island, October
13. 1940: 1 9. Duer Islund, November 215 1 €, Saucier, December 27. 1942:
‘2 &, Biloxi, February 24, December 2501 &, Deer Islaad, November 8. 1943:
1%, Gulfport, March 16; 1 &, Deer Island, May 24,

The Chipping Sparrow is a resident species in southern Mississippi,
but commen only during the fall and the winter months. Near the coast
it breeds very sparingly, and is limited in its distribution to 2 few scattered
areas where the loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) occurs. Singing males were
seen early in Junc at Woolmarket and near Saucier, and there are doubt-
Jess other places where breeding pairs could be found. Late in October
numerous flocks appear in the open pine woods. These sparrows are
then plentiful on the mainland until the following April. On the islands
© they are rather irregular in their occurrende, and apparently rarely go far
ofishore. A small flock was noted on Cat Island on February 12, 1937, but
otherwise al! my records are for Deer Island. Therc an occasional bird
was seen during the late fall months (extreme dates of occurrence,
October 13, 1939 and November 23, 1957). It was noted only once
in the spring. On May 24, 1943 an adult male, unquestionably a
_breeding bird from the mainland, rather unexpectedly appeared in the
‘open pine woods at the western ead of Deer Island.

SpizELLA PALLIDA (SWAINSON})
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW
1938: 1 &, Saucier, October 26.
The male taken at Saucier, feeding with Ficld Sparrows about a thicket
at the edge of a corn ficld, is the only record for the occurrence of this
-specics on the Mississippi coast.
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SPIZELLA PUSILLA PUSILLA (WiLson}
_ EasTERN FIELD Sparnow
1935:

27 lor, Novem e . .
1936 1 3.5 9S:u.rsc.nr. : Ser '6] :nd 133 & %, Pass Christion, November 3g
and 19. 1957, 1 "2 ary 17, March 2, 13 and 26, April 1, November 7

S Ocober . g oo L ot January 10, December 251 2 € Saucie i
?3‘%2%:;;.7(1}_:; I;:'..,'n Isiznd, November 4. 193801 3.1 9, Saucier, ’hi;:r;i
s ]....1()39_‘ 22 z:: C.;ux.,_ e March 31, October 280 1 £, Deur slund D:
ary 24 \ ‘-'“mi;e; -lt '1 -«;Jl-flg._:imu‘_'ry 24, December 210 2 2, Deer Islund, :].1.";.
ary 2 :md e Pl 9 A oLiport, _{:muary 200 1940: 1 S, % @, Saucier Fcb;u.
February J;'- \fP i :L--‘- 1 ._.\-nver::xbcr 22, December 17, 03 1,2 @ du[g re
February )% March &lc_ndGIIE Aprii 14, November 7, 1941: 1 ©. Bay St ng;;‘
Bilox:. Janury 1;’, ! 1‘ . -QJL:_.:“_;.U”\" :'\,m:gi 93 1\'.',vfmht'r 27 and 0. 19920 ]
Deer Island, November | 3. J';'.;:i.:-z‘";r.nth:tlf[;n:r,cl\.h(r}ctﬁrpz‘t]:”./’\r;]a‘l‘t.l:lbu rLE,

2

Coa’i'ie iif:ﬁefoi::n::.;ﬁxsﬂ a—‘.’c?)mmon wfntcr‘rr_sidcnt on the Mississippi

: 2 w2l fHocxs zre seen in thickets and underbrush en the
manr?.lmd from the lazer pare of October unti] the middle of the following
'Agml. On_ Deer Islznd single birds, rarely small focks, were noted ;t
:nrre:_uc-:nt mmtervals curing the late fall and winter months (extreme
datc:: of ercurtence are November 4, 1939 and February 13 1“).40) ‘ but :.Lt
r.lo txr‘ne wzs this species chserved in large numbers ti[wrc.' For th‘c ouL:t“r
:s{anqs. I have oaly onc rzcord, three birds scen on Horn Island En\-a
thicket ﬁat the edge of the ooen pine woods, on November 4 i937: On
the mainland the carliest daze of arrival in the fall is October :’S (15“8) :
r.hc latest date of derarture in the spring s April 23 (1\);0) 'I?h(.‘[t;
s only on.:- known initance of this species ‘brccdinu on the coast. . Arthur
H. Howell (M3) found a sair of Field Sparrow; nesting ar Biloxi May
26,. 1911, 2nd coilected the male bird on that date to vc'rify the identifi-
cation. )
75111, ,thc, s:_-rxis ot_ to;—.;'.'-six‘ spc.:-cimcns fakcn on the coast, approximately
<2 per cent were found to e intermediate in their characters, Althouoh
they %Eprouhcd Srenzied semewhat inthe paleness of their upper pn:s
the d:'rrc:rc-r‘acc from typical ;asillz was not considered sufficicnt to warran£
refcrr:ng u?cm to the western race. It is possiblc that they represeat an
andeseribed subspecies. but further material from the breeding range of
these birds will have to be critically examined before this estion
be answered. ' duestion @

Zo ) TRICHIA pUERULA (NUTTALL)
HaRRIS SPARROW
1942: 1 7, Gulfport, Februasy 17,

T}.u: specimen I.astcd zbove i3 the one record for the occurrence of this
species on the Mississinpi coast. It was feeding with 2 flock of White-

s
o
(oY)
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_thfoatéd Sparrows about a thicket at the edge of an open, swampy woods,
and was at once recognized because of its large size and characteristic

4act10r15.
: ZONOTRICHIA LEUCOPHRYS LEUCOPHRYS (FORSTER)
WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW

:1937: 1 & im., Sauder, October 18. 1938: 1 ¢ im., Saucier, October 27. 1939:
1 ¢ im., Saucier, October 31.

The White-crowned Sparrow is an exceedingly scarce fall traasient on
the Mississippi coast for I have 'no records other than those listed above.
The individuals noted were without exception feeding alonc about

thickets in open fields.

ZONOTRICHIA LEUCOPHRYS GAMBEL! (INUTTALL)
GAMBEL SPARROW

1956: 1 ¢ im., Saucier, October 12. 1940: 1 2 im., Deer Island, October 26,
- On the basis of actual specimens taken, gamibelil appears to be almost
as common a fall transivnt on the coast as typical lencophrys. The female
taken on Deer Island was feeding about a palmetto thicket in the open
-pine woods, and seemed rather out of place in such a situation.

ZoNoTrRICHL aLsicoLLts {GMELIN)
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW
1935; 1 @ im.. Gulfpurt, October 26: 1 2, Saucier, November 7. 1936: 3 2,
Sauciér, Fehruary 17, April 20, November 19, 1937: 1 8. Cat Ixland, February
24:1 &, 2 9. Gulfport, April 24 and 27, October 211 1 9, Detr Island, April
1 @, Gulfport, April 281 1 €,

50, 1939: 1 &. Gulfport, February 12. 1940: |
Biloxi, May 2: 1 @, Saucier, October 22. 1942; 1 @, Gulfport, May 2.1 2 im,,

Deer Island, November 13, 1943: 1 @, Biloxt, April 30.

The White-throated Sparrow is a common winter resident on the
Mississippi coast. It appears in the fall shortly after the middle of
October, and lingers in the spring until carly in May. It is equally
-plentiful on the mainlind and on the islands, smail flocks occurring about
the thickets and stretches of underbrush in the more open woods. On
Deer Island this species was rarely scen before the first of November
‘ {earliest date of arrival, October 29, 1938), but it was always present
there throughout the winter months, and not infrequently was noted as
late as the end of April (April 30, 1937). The earliest date of arrival in
_the fall, on the mainland, is October 19 (1937) ; the latest date of de-
-parture in the spring is May 11 (1940).
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PASSERELLA 1LIACA 101404 (MERREM)
Easter~ Fox Sparrow
194 1 2.1 =, Suugier. Ja
- JE. bz Ssuder January 2403 4, Deer sk :
A y 3 3 4. Deer Island, Janucry 2 31
SR -'..’qu.;\J . January 26, 28, 30, Fehruary 1, 3, 9, 10 g 5 and sl
230 1 =, Bioxi, Febroeary 17, Yol S I S 22 aad

s Etbé;;?}c(;ii"m‘-r ?tpp‘ari:nr[)- d0c-s not ordinarily winter as far south

< coxst. was nct until the abnormally severe weather of
_]:J.'l‘ll_‘_-l.'}. 1990, with I{]C‘ resulting deep snows and near zero temperature
o_\ er the Iargcr‘ ;.‘1."{. of the State, that the spetics was recorded for thL- ﬁr‘i
:tch-“(l}n. the Mississippi ‘coas:. The first small flock of four birds was notc?i
| wujcmr on }a‘r..ua.r}' 24, and almost at once this specics became plentiful
and w .15~fO‘Lfﬂfi licerally everywhere, Scattered small flocks, totaling 30\-:'b1,'
twenty individezls. were seen on Deer Island on January 25b }Sihr;ll'iy
ﬂocks: were observed about Gulfport and Biluxi the following d”ay' in all lt;r
strc~:fr':cs of woods bordering the streams.  For three weeics no :
ceptidle decrease in numbers was noted, but after the middle of Febr PCE:
fower and smalier flocks were seen. By the end of the month thcuilz;:

' L, 1; e L ‘
bird had disappeared.  The latest record for Deer Island is that of two

b:}r‘:’:.s 2bout a pilmetto thicket in the open pine weods on February 13
oyl ke ¥ ]
l\a t:. on the Erns.mland, at Gulfport, a single bird was observed for the
st ume on February 25, feeding with Whi
e o v 25, ite-throated
A Sparrows at the

MELosprza piNaoLNl INCOLNID (AUDUBON)
LiNcoLN SPARRGW

19346, 2 = Lifo e '
‘m_\f N G;..c.u.—:c_ i'\f{.zrcr: 14, November 26, 1937: 1 2, Des- Tsland, Ne-
ary 11939 L . Gulf ulfpust, Decembes 12 and 19, 1938: 1 4, Gulfport, laru-
s 11 o ¥ . Guliporr, November 18, 1940; 2 &, Guliper:, Ia e

nher 1101941 1 2. Deer Lland, May 7 » Gulfpors, January 50, De-

The Lincoln Sparr is
o Lineo Sparrow is 2 regular but somewhat scarce winter resident
. e s 100 5 15 i i
o e dszsmt_,t coast, a.nd_u very largely limited in its distribution to
cke anﬁ underbrush fringing the streams on the mainland. In as much
as it is rather shy : Spi i -
ther shy and inconspicuous and associates throughout the winter

menths wi the ws, I i
s with other sparrows, it can easily be overlooked. and may be

more co: = indi

o cc_)'nf;fn :*..j.n m\ J'nfrcqucnt records indicate. It is usually the middle
o é fa.wm T ‘f_-zorc_ it is first noted 1n the fall, after which an occasionzl
ird 13 observed until the following March. T have tw cords ¢
Island. and both, oddl O records for e
P -H:. both. oddly enough, mark my cxtreme dates of occurrence
_‘: species on tht:: coast.  On November 1, 1937, a single bird was
scen there about a thicket at the edge of the open pine woods, and on
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1, cne bird was again seen at almost this same spot. At
liest date of arrival in the fall is November 18, 1939;
g is March 14, 1936.

May 7, 194
alfport the ecar
‘the latest date of departure in the sprin

MELOSPLZA GEORGIANA GEORGLANA (LATEHAM)
EASTERN SWAMP SPARROW

% 1935: 1 ¢, Saucicr, Ducember 16: 1 &, Gulfpurt, December 25. 1936: 5 2,
Gulfporz, April 22, November 26, Drcember 30. 1937: 5 @, Gulfpoct, January 17,
“May 1, September 28, November 16, December 29, 19388 1 &, Pearhington, March
18, 1939: 1 4, Hom Islund, January 21: 1 g, 1 %2, Gulfport, February 5, De-
cember 24, 19407 L 2, Biloxi, March 15: 1 2. Bay St Louis, May 4: 1 9, Gulf-
port, November 203 1 4. Saucier, Moavember 22, 19410 2 2, Gulfport, February
{12, Decembur 197 1 2, Saucier, October 91 4 ¢ . Biloxl, December 20, 19420 2 &.
=7 9, Gulfport, Junuaty 9, Fehruary 20, 21 and 27, Apeil 24 and 28, May 2 Mo~
“vember 23, December 27; 2 @, Deer Islund! January 24, December 13 3 8, Saucier,
February 26, November 1201 €, Ocean Springs. Ducember 17, 1943: 1 &.1 %,
Gulfport, January 3, April 2911 4. Biloxi, Janusry 601 &, Saucier, January 133
1 &, Deer Island, March 11,

dent on the Mississippt
and on all the islands.
last of September, and

" The Swamp Sparrow is a common winter resi
coast, being cqually numcrous on the mainland

The first acrivals usuaily appear in the fall the
¢ two small flocks can be found about many of the

thickets and stretches of underbrush fringing the strcams and the scat-
tered open marsh. Although more plentiful in the vicinity of water,
these sparrows are frequently seen sbout thickets in ficlds and pasturcs,
and are not uncommon throughout the winter moanths in ficlds over-
grown with broomsedge. Ia the spring the winter populations do not
decrease perceptibly until the middlc of April and it is carly May before
the last individual disappears. The carlivst date of arrival in the fall
is September 27 (1937) the latest date of departure in the spring, May

5 (1942).

within a week o

MELOSPIZA GEORGLAN:A ERICRYPTA OBERHOLSER

NORTHERN Swanp SPARROW

' 1935: 1 2. Deer Island, October 7. 19360 1 2, Gulfport, February 1971 2.
1 2. Gulf-

"Deer Island, September 30. 1937: 1 &, Cat Island, Febrazry 1231 &,
port, May 3, September 28, 1940° 1 2, Gulfport, December 29. 19420 2 8, Gulf-

port, February 20 and 2L
Out of a total of ffty-one §
‘coast only nine were found referabl

wamp Sparrows taken on the Mississippi
¢ to ericrypra.. Apparcatly this

northern race is rather uncommon on the Gulf coast during the wintet

months.
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