Christopher C. Austin: Biographical Sketch
A. Expertise

Population Genetics and Evolutionary Biogeography of Amphibians and Reptiles: use of
genetic data to resolve intra and interspecific relationships in a geological historical
context.

Systematics and Taxonomy: use of molecules and morphology to describe new species of
amphibians and reptiles in a phylogenetic context.

Invasive Species: use of genomic data to identify the spatial, temporal, and anthropogenic
aspects of invasive species.

Parasitology: identification and description of new species of parasites and their
biogeography and systematics.

Biodiversity Conservation: conservation genomics of threatened and endangered species,
including demography, genetic diversity, and parasitology.

B. Professional Preparation

University of California at Davis (citation, honors) B.S. Zoology 1984-1989
University of Texas at Austin Ph.D. Zoology  1989-1995
NSF Postdoctoral Fellow, S. Australian Museum, Adelaide 1995-1997
Myer Postdoctoral Fellow, Australian Museum, Sydney 1997

NSF Postdoctoral Fellow, University of California, San Diego 1997-1998
ISM Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Tokyo 1998-1999

C. Appointments

2009-present Associate Professor/Curator, Department of Biological Sciences, and
Museum of Natural History, Louisiana State University.

2003-2008 Assistant Professor/Curator, Department of Biological Sciences, and
Museum of Natural History, Louisiana State University.

2000-2002 Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, University of North Dakota
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E. Synergistic Activities

International educational outreach: T constructed three tri-lingual ‘Kwik Guides’ to help local
people, educators, scientists and tourists identify some of the most common reptile and
amphibian species in New Guinea ('kwik' is the neo-Melanesian or New Guinea Pidgin
spelling of 'quick'). The guides were designed as educational posters and can be downloaded
as high quality pdf files (http:/www.museum.lsu.edu/Austin/lab.html). These Kwik Guides
were funded with support from the US National Science Foundation (DEB 0445213). Input on
these Kwik Guides was provided by the Papua New Guinea Department of Education and the
Papua New Guinea National Museum and Art Gallery.

Service in academic societies: Editor for one journal and associate editor for two journals.
Manuscript and proposal reviewer for 28 journals and 5 granting agencies.

Museum collections: Contributing to herpetological specimen collections of Texas
Memorial Museum, Papua New Guinea National Museum, South Australian
Museum, Australian Museum, Smithsonian, and the Museum of Natural Science at
Louisiana State University.

F. Collaborators & Other Affiliations

Allen Allison, Bishop Museum (USA); Ilaiah Bigilale, Papua New Guinea National
Museum (Papua New Guinea); Rafe Brown, University of Kansas (USA), David
Cannatella, University of Texas at Austin (USA); Chris Dahl, University of Papua New
Guinea (Papua New Guinea); Steve Donnellan, South Australian Museum (Australia);
Steve Goldberg, Whittier College; Djoko Iskandar, Bandung Institute of Technology
(Indonesia) Fred Kraus, Bishop Museum (USA); Susan Perkins, American Museum of
Natural History (USA); Olilver Piskurek, Tokyo Institute of Technology (Japan); Tod
Reeder, San Diego State University (USA); Steve Richards, Conservation International
(Australia); Glenn Shea, University of Sydney (Australia); John Wiens, Stony Brook
State University (USA); George Zug, Smithsonian (USA)



